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Popular anti-arthritis drug 
withdrawn due to health risks 


NEW YORK—US pharmaceutical giant Merck, 
announced a global withdrawal Thursday of 
its blockbuster arthritis drug Vioxx, currently 
taken by close to 2 million people worldwide, 
after a study showed it doubled patients risk. 

of heart attack and strokes, 
Vioxx posted sales of $2.5 billion last year 
and has been widely marketed as a safe alter 
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Bush gives 
RP special 
mention on 
terror fight 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


THE PHILIPPINES got a special 
mention from US President 
George W Bush during the first 
Us Presidential Debate viewed by 
an estimated 50 million Ameri- 
cans and millions more aroun 
the world. 

During the first part of the de- 
bate between Bush and his 
Democratic rival Sen. John Kerry 
the US President mentioned the 
Philippines ashe defended his de- 
cision to take on Irag after 9/11. 

Kerry had attacked Bush for 
going after Saddam Hussein and 
allowing Osama bin Laden to go 
scot-free. 

Tn turn, Bush asserted that the 
US and its allies were making 
progress on the war on terror, 

“But the front on this war is 
more than just one place. The 
Philippines ... we've got help 
were helping them there .... to 
bring al-Qaida affiliates to justice 
there,” Bush said in the 90-minute 
debate devoted to the issue of the 
US foreign policy and iraq. 

"And of course Irag isa central 
part in the war on terror, the US 
President said. 

Although the Philippines was 
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Kerry vins 


WASHINGTON—Democrat John 
Kerry stood his ground with Pres- 
ident George W. Bush in their first 
televised debate, delivering a 
strong performance that could 
put him back into the election 
race after weeks on the ropes, ac- 
cording to analysts who assessed 
the protagonisti sparring. 
Instant polls conducted by US 


television networks gave a clear 
edge to the Massachusetts sena: 
tor after a showdown Thursday 
(yesterday morning in Manila) 
with Bush on foreign policy and 
national security issues that was 
dominated by Iraq, 

CBS showed Kerry the winner 
by 44-26 percent and ABC by 45- 
36 percent. A CNN/Gallup poll 


Belgian is animal's 
best friend in Palawan 


By Marlet D. Salazar 


put the margin at 53-37 percent 
and said 46 percent reported feel 
ing better about the Democrat af- 
ter the debate, compared to 21 
percent for Bush. 

‘Analysts agreed that neither 
Kerry nor Bush landed any heavy 
blows during the 90-minute en- 
counter at the University of Mia- 
mi, the first of three presidential 
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slaughtered, but do they have to 
suffer? 

Nor if Belgian animal welfare 
expert Jackie Baut, 60, could help 
it 

She stands by the pier and 
makes sure the carabaos aren't 
loaded too early so they can 
stretch their legs. She checks that 
the trucks are not overcrowded, 
and that the shippers give water 
to the carabaos during the rip. 

Jackie has long ago realized 
that she cannot do anything to 
save the carabaos from slaughter, 
but she makes sure they are not 
maltreated or made to suffer any 
more than they have to, 


‘THERE'S a good story to be told 
on the feast today of St, Francis of 
Assisi, the patron of animals 

İris A sweltering afternoon on 
the pier of Puerto Princesa and 
carabaos are being loaded on a 
ship bound for a slaughterhouse 
in Manila. 

‘The shippers are packing the 
carabaos—horns and all—tike 
sardines and the beasts of burden 
are beginning to stomp and 
wound each other. The boat trip, 
whieh could last anywhere from 
3010 60 hours, has not even start- 
ed. 
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Funny research 
projects win 
IgNobel Awards 


WASHINGTON--Re: 
searchers who found a link 
benween country music and 


suicide, and a man who i ae m RELGLANTAS 
cna | GSIS chief got P11 


Other prizes went toa soft 
drink maker that bottled 
Thames River water in Lon- 
don and sold itasa designer 
drink, and toa woman who 
investigated the “S-second 
rule,” according to which if 
food falls to the floor for few- 


cia, president and general man- 
ager of the Government Service 
Insurance System, by members of 
the militant Confederation for 
the Unity, Recognition and Ad- 
vancement of Government Em- 
ployees (or Courage) and a fa 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Gil Cabacungan İr. 


WINSTON Garcia got an P11-mil- 
lion loan in only two days. But 
then he would "rather borrow 
than steal." 


50. $ Zhang Ziyi 7 suspected Gretchen Barretto ` 
divi starsinseven robbersdeadin tells all about her feud 
new films Laguna shootout with Imelda Cojuangco 
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BUDDIES they're not. Just good sports after the presidential debate between the main contendersin the 
Noy. 2US elections, the incumbent, Republican George W. Bush, and the Democratic senator from 
Massachussets, john Kerry. The first of three scheduled debates was held at the University of 


1st presidential debate, polls say 


m World / AL | n News / A2 


m Business/ BI 


Pope to beatify Bishoplinks4top Ecozone 
MelGibson's national officials investments surge 
mystic muse tojueteng 90% to P30.4B 


"Senators scold clueless 
cops over cell phone thefts 


By Christine O. Avendaño 


POLICE yesterday got a scolding from lawmak- 
rs for their lac of information and meager yet 
conflicting statistics on cell phone theft. 

‘tthe firsthearing of the Senate committee. 
on illegal drugs and public order on the issue, 
police officials were asked how they could 
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DO) rules out amnesty 


Oakwood mutineers 
beyond GMA reach, 
says justice secretary 


By Philip C. Tübeza, Juliet Labog-Javellana and Armand M. Nocum 


THEY ARE beyond the reach of even President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

After days of seemingly conflicting statements from 
Malacaiiang and Camp Aguinaldo, the Department of Jus- 
tice yesterday categorically ruled out amnesty for the Oak- 
wood mutineers facing coup charges before civil courts. 


“The cases against them have 
been filed in court. They are al- 
ready beyond the reach of the 
President,” Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez said, referring to 32 ju- 
nior officers and enlisted men 
linked to rhe July 2003 takeover 
of the Oakwood Hotel 

Gi 

"There is no more means that | 
know of for us to drop or with- 
draw the cases,” Gonzalez added. 

Defense Secretary. Avelino 
Cruz raised on Wednesday the 
possibility ofan amnesty when he 
told reporters that Executive Sec- 
retary Eduardo Ermita had called 
a meeting of defense and military 
officials “to discuss and study the 
mechanisms for amnesty because 
this may need the concurrence of 
Congress.” 

‘On Thursday, Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said something 
else, He said amnesty for the mu- 
tineers was never discussed at a 
Palace meeting of defense, mili- 
tary and justice officials. 

In an earlier statement issued 
by Bunye also on Thursday, a ref- 
erence to the possibility of an 
amnesty as part of a reconcilia- 
tion process was edited out. 

"Talking to reporters yesterday, 
Gonzalez said a supposed plan to 
grant amnesty to the Magdalo 
rebels after their leaders publicly 
apologized to Ms Arroyo was nev- 
er discussed in Malacanang. He 
said Ms Arroyo had not given his 
department any directive to study 


any inquiries with the DOJ about 
possible amnesty for the rebels 

The Makati Regional Trial 
Court is currently hearing coup 
d'etat charges against 32 soldiers 
over the failed mutiny. The 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) has also initiated 
court-martial proceedings 
against them and more than 200 
other soldiers 

“That isthe situation, The only 
possibilty is to grant a general 
amnesty, but that is for Congress 
to decide and not for the Presi- 
dent,” Gonzalez said. 

He said that if a general 
amnesty was granted, the rebels 
would also be cleared of charges 
before military courts 

Gonzalez said Ms Arroyo could 
pardon the mutineers only after 
they had been convicted in court. 

On July 20, Makati Judge Os- 
car Pimentel allowed at least 27 
of the 32 accused to post a 
P100,000 bail each since there 
was not enough evidence to show 
that they led the mutiny. 

Pimentel, however, denied bail 
to the alleged ring leaders on 
grounds thatthe evidence against 
them was trong, + 

lawyer Roberto Pulido, the 
rebels” counsel, has asked the 
Supreme Court to sop the 
court-martial proceedings 
against the mutineers, arguing 
that the military court has no ju- 
risdiction over them. 

Pulido explained that Pimentel 
ruled on Feb. 11 that the charges 
against his clients were "not ser- 
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imi in Florida, 


debates before the November 
election. 

“This was the closest thing toa 
tie,” said Larry Sabato, director of 
the University of Virginia's Center 
for Politics. "I really was im- 
pressed. Kerry was articulate and 
crisp for once and Bush, I've nev- such a plan. 
er seen him so articulate.” He said the Department of Na- 

enny/an2 tional Defense also had not made 
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THENEWS 

President Arroyo's chief 
photographer Jerry Carual, 
‘was hit by strong waves and 
fainted as he resurfaced after 
taking underwater shots ofthe 
President who went scuba 
divingin the resort town of 
Moalboal, Cebu, on Thursday. 
The President s close-in 
security, S/Sgt. Christian 

ajadia, came to his rescue. B. 
(Story on Page A10.) 
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-M housing İoan in2 days 


this because any member can get 
a housing loan in two to five days 
if their papers are complete," 
Garcia said yesterday in a phone 
interview, "I was treated like an 
ordinary GSIS member.” 

He said he decided to buy a 
house because he deemed! it more 


005-03 approving the loan to 
Garcia, who used the money to 
buya 520-sq-m. house and lot on 
Juan Luna Street, Lorenzo Vil- 
Tage, Makati City: He is under fire 
for alleged mismanagement and 
se of state pension funds, 

Id rather borrow than steal 


According to documents pre- 
semed by his accusers, Garcia ap- 
plied for a P12-million loan on 
Nov. 4 last year under the Bahay 
Ko Program of the GSIS, and he 
secured P11 million two days lat- 


er 
‘the GSIS Pabahay Executive 


FUNNY/A6 | Theloan made upthe latest ac- tion of the Kapisanan ng Mangga- 
cusation to be made against Gar- gawa ng GSIS (KMG). Committee issued Resolution No. “There's nothing irregular with GSIS CHIER A10 
/——— M————— 
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Bishop links 4 execs to jueteng” 


Bysfanche S. Rivera 


OUR national officials are involved in “jueteng,” or the ille-, 
gül numbers game, one of them receiving as much as P6 mil- ` 
lion a month from the gambling operators, claimed the ant 
gambling vigilante, Pangasinan Archbishop Oscar Cruz, 


‘But Cruz, who chairs the Kru- " 
slang Bayan Laban sa Jueteng, 
rofüsed to identify the officials, 
nge even to say whether they 
were elected or appointed, or to 
provide details of the “private 
and confidential inquiry” that 
was supposed to have uncovered 
tie story. 

“Ata joint press conference in 
Manila yesterday with Philippine 
National Police Chief Edgardo 
Aglipay, Cruz also said that he 
kifevi of at least six mayors pro- 
testing and promoting jueteng. 

“They are giving positive pro- 
teftion, not just beneficial toler- 
ance,” said Cruz who fended off 
urn by journalists at the 

fip to extract more informa- 
ə 

“Ole of the mayors is receiving 
P500,000 a month from the 
jueteng operations in his jurisdic- 
tion, he said. 

He said he would give the 
names of the national officials 
that heis accusing of involvement. 
in illegal gambling to Aglipay 
“when the evidence is strong.” 

Aglipay pledged to provide se- 
cürity to anti-gambling advocates 
fike Cruz who has reportedly 
been receiving death threats, 

Cruz, who claims to have 
found out about the four national 
officials operations in the middle 
of the year, said the private in- 
quiry called "Trace the Centavo" 
followed the money im the 
jueteng operations 

‘He sid those who conducted the 
süvey received the information 
from small-time jueteng collectors 
aid the operators led them to 
Where the jueteng collections went. 


Cruz. 


ings,” he said. 


we TS ORG. 


Jueteng is a P30-billion-a-year 
business, patronized mainly by 
the desperately poor who hope to 
improve their lives by winning 
the numbers game. 

“Aglipay said that “if evidence is 
given us, we will file a case.” 

He urged lawmakers to pass 
morestringent laws against illegal 
gambling in much the same way 
that Congress increased the jail 
terms for those arrested for illegal 
drug pushing and possession. 

Aglipay said the “100 percent” 
of those arrested for illegal gam- 
bling are able to post bail because 
they are bankrolled by the 
jueteng syndicates. 

“Sometimes the jail term is just 


ju will come to a stop where 
you cannot trace it any higher, 
and so far we have stopped on all 
these four counts. We seem to 
find nobody else above those four 
(officials) he said. 

The suspect officials who are 
holding national office operate in 
Luzon and the Visayas and are 
still active in government, said 


He said two of the officials re- 
ceive payola for giving protection 
to the jueteng operators. The oth- 
er two seem to be actively in- 
volved, “as if they are really part 
of syndicated gambling,” he said. 

Cruz refused to name the offi- 
cials, saying he wanted to be very 
sure of their involvement before 
jumpingthe gun, 

“We have to be sure, We would 
like also to protect their, good 
names. We will give the matter to 
General Aglipay to check the va- 
lidity or invalidity of our find- 


one day, so we have to let them 
30," he sad. 

‘He said the PNP has a list of so- 
called gambling lords who are al- 
ready being monitored but few 
have been arrested. Those who 
arecaught are always able to post. 
bail and resume their operations. 

“Going after the gambling 
lords is like arresting drug lords. 
Arrests are done among the small 
jueteng operators. You do not 
know who's behind it. Its hard 
because those arrested won't tell 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


FORMER Malaysian Prime Minis 
ter Mahathir Mohamad is arriv. 
ing on Monday to hold talks with 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
business leaders. 

‘The President will host din- 
ner for Mahathir at the Palace 
on Monday, the start of a two- 
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PNP DIRECTOR General Edgardo Aglipay, centen and 
press conference by anti-gambling advocates in Manila on Friday. 


who the (gambling lords) are,” 
the PNP chief said. 

‘The Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines is mobiliz- 
ing its 85 diocesan social action 
centers nationwide to. monitor 
the PNPS commitment to the an- 
tijueteng drive. 

Cruz, the most visible cleric in 
the Church's anti-gambling cam- 
paign, is reportedly confronted 
with death threats but has re- 
fused the offer of a security detail 
from the Pangasinan police. 


day working visit for the ex-pre- 
mier who retired in October 
2003 after 22 years at the helm 
of the Muslim-led Southeast 
Asian country. 

He is scheduled to address a 
session of he Philippine Business 
Conference on Tuesday. 

Mahathirs visit comes as the 
government and the separatist 
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nando Coronel said 


ficials in jueteng 


hop Oscar V. Cruz isten toa speaker during 


CBCP spokesperson Msgr. Her- 


supported Cruz's investigation in- 
to the involvement of national of- 


Coronel said the CBCP-Nation- 
al Secretariat on Social Action, 
Justice and Peace will submit its 
Findings on jueteng to the CBCP 
plenary assembly in January, 

He said the CBCP would also 
use its partnership with the Om- 
budsman office to initiate action 
against erring officials. 


Mahathir arriving in Manila on Monday 


Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
prepare to begin formal negotia- 
tions to end.the secessionist war 
in Mindanao, a crucial step in 
flushing out terrorists and bring- 
ing development to the island. 

It was under Mahathirs lead- 
ership chat Malaysia agreed to 
actas host and facilitator of the 
peace talks with the Muslim 


End violence, 
bishop urges 
Tabara killers 


BACOLOD CITY—Bacolod 
Bishop Vicente Navarra yes- 
terday called on the killers 
of rebel leader Arturo 
‘Tabara to put an end to the. 
violence, saying that kiling 
was "not the best way to 
promote peace." 

‘Tabara, 53, chair of the 
Rebolusyonaryong Partido 
mg. Manggagawa-Pilipinas 
and Stephen Ong, 19, the 
boyfriend of Tabaras 
daughter and a Siliman 
University student, were 
gunned down by suspected 
communist hitmen in Que- 
zon City last Sunday. 

The RPM a breakaway 
group of the Communist Party 
ofthe Philippines, has blamed 
the CPP and its armed wing, 
the New Peoples Army, for 
‘Tabara’ killing. 

Tabara is said to have 
been on the CPP hit list after 
he broke away from the 
mainstream rebel move- 
ment. Carla R Gomez, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 


the CBCP 


separatists 

Malaysia is also leading an in- 
ternational team of observers to 
monitor a ceasefire and help pro- 
mote an atmosphere conducive 
forthe success of the talks. 

Mahathir, a critic of the US-led 
war against Iraq, is still regarded 
as an influential figure in the 
Malaystan government. 


Ombudsman set to probe 
Lorenzo’s cell, jet fuel bills 


By Armand N. Nocum, Carlito Pablo 
and Norman Bordadora 


FORMER Agriculture Secretary Luis "Cito" 
Lorenzo Jr. is set to be investigated by the Of- 
fice of the Ombudsman and Congress for al- 
legedly charging to the government his high 
cellular phone bills and jet fuel expenses 
while at the helm of the agency. 

Lorenzo Jr. allegedly incurred P324,287 in 
cellular phone bills and 2.9 million in jet fuel 
expenses which he charged to attached agen: 
cies ofthe Department of Agriculture. 

‘Assistant Ombudsman Ernesto Nocos said 
Lorenzo's reputation as the richest member of 
the Cabinet will not shield him from investi- 
gation specially if it is proven that he dipped 
hishands into public funds. 

“If there are evidence that he used public 
funds to maintain a high living, then we can 
initiate investigation and if evidence warrants, 
file graft charges against him,” said Nocos. 

Lorenzo, a scion of the Davao-based family 
that controls Del Monte Philippines Ine, is re- 
puted to be the richest member of the Maca- 

pagal administration, with a declared net 
Worth ofP512.122 million as of 2003. 

Nocos, however, said they will wait for the 
‘Commission on Audit to formally endorse to 
them its report on Lorenzo's high telephone bill 

"We will immediately start the investigation as 
soon the COA endorses the report to us, he said. 


‘According to Nocos, this is the first time 
they are investigating an official who has in- 
curred that much phone bill. 

n Congress, Rep. Rafael Mariano (party- 
list Anakpawis) is seeking a congressional in- 
vestigation into Lorenzo's alleged cellular 
phone expenses, 

“It is grossly unjust to farmers and fishers 
struggling to keep afloat from the impacts of 
globalization while Lorenzo kept talking and 
texting with his cell phone,” Mariano said. 

Mariano said that aside from Lorenzo's mo- 
bile phone expenses, Congress will also look in- 
to the other bils he racked up while DA chief. 

‘These include P2.5 million in funds intend- 
ed to mitigate effects of the EI Niño dry spell, 
which he used to charter private planes, and 
P5.3 million for radio spots “at a time when 
the phenomenon did not occur.” 

COA records show that Lorenzo reportedly 
charged his phone bills to Quedan Rural Cred- 
it Guarantee Corp. (Quedancor) which he 
chaired as DA secretary. 

Lorenzo remains chair of Quedancor and 
the Land Bank of the Philippines. 

‘The left-wing Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas also called fora more stringent audit 
of Lorenzo's expenses. 

‘The KMP revealed that Lorenzo also al- 
legedly charged to Livecor, another DA at 
tached agency, the P440,000 bill for his pri- 
vate trips ina Lear jet. 


Politico linked to shabu megalab 


By Nelson F Flores and Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


INTERIOR Secretary Angelo Reyes yesterday 
ordered the investigation of an influential 
Central Visayan politician who is being inked 
tothe alleged mastermind of an international 
drug syndicate behind the operation of the 
country’s biggest “shabu” laboratory in Man- 
‘daue City which was raided last week. 

Reyes, who was appointed as Dangerous 
Drugs Board Officer-in-Charge early this 
week, ordered Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency Director General Anselmo Avenido Jr. 
to look at all angles in the case and to verify 
incoming reports. 

Reyes, however, declined to identify the 
politician involved pending the result of the 
PDEA investigation. PDEA sourees said this 
politician lost in the May elections. 

But Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr. and Cebu 
Rep. Antonio Cuenco urged drug enforce- 
ment authorities to unmask the principal Fil 
ipino culprits behind the big Mandaue shabu 
laboratory. 


| BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Pimentel and Cuenco stressed that the PNP 
and PDEA should exhaust all efforts to trace 
and pin down the big fish who own and oper- 
ate the Mandaue drug laboratory in the face 
of suspicion that they enjoy the protection of 
well-placed officials in the civilian and law 
enforcement agencies, particularly in Cebu. 

"The Philippine government is now seeking 
custody of the suspected syndicate master 
mind identified as Calvin de Jesus Tan who 
was arrested by Hong Kong authorities 
Wednesday night ata ferry terminal bound for 
Macau. 

Cuenco, chair of the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, said he would propose to the 
Department of Foreign Affairs the cancella 
tion of Tanis passport so he can be deported to 
the Philippines 

Cuenco was expected to meet with DPA offi- 
cials yesterday afternoon to discuss the matter 

"Tun , 29, was detained by Hong Kong au- 
thorities as he tried to Nce Hong Kong to 
neighboring Macau. He has been under 
surveillance since he arrived in Hong Kong 
ast week. 
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Globe Kababayan 
Mobile "x that Improve OFWs’ Lives at Home and at Sea 


“The Philippines isa seafaring nation. Filipinos historically sailed vast bodies 
of oceans to fish and to trade. Iris not so surprising then that the country is 
the biggest supplier of seamen in the world, with more chan 200,000 of them 

sels or luxury liners as of last year's count 

innovations leader Globe 

ic OF Ws and their families, paid Pinoy seafarers in two 

ic ®" National Seafarers’ Day at the Quirino Grandstand 

and the 13? United Filipino Seafarers Summit held at the Trade Hall of the 

Harrison Plaza Shopping Mall. 

The sponsorship of these two separate events are Globe Kabahaar's way 
of recognizing the contributions these modern day seafaring heroes make for 
the national economy and the sacrifices they endure at sea to help improve the 
lives of their respective families 

Globe Kabah it : he Ping seafarers 
atthe I United e held on September 23-26, 2004. 


help them set up their own small and medium sized businesses. 

‘At the summit, Globe Kababayan showcased the potential of AutoloadMAX 
as convenient means to earn extra income. Globe Senior Account Manager 
foc Overseas Mobile Service/ Wireless Sales and Distribution Apa P. Armamento 
told a packed audience how by availing of an AutoloadMAX retailer SIM, they 
can expect to make at least P4,000 monthly or more by simply sell 
loads to Globe Prepaid and Touch Mobile subscribers. As a case study, he 

he story of Susan Sacro, a housewife of an OFW who now earns more 

t selling Autoload MAX prepaid load credits. Realizing the 

quick financial yield of being an AutoloadMAX retailer, a large portion of the 
signed up at the Globe booth after the presentation. & 

Part of the services being enjoyed by Filipino seafarers today is also the 

lability of Globe's International Roaming Service which allows one to 

or her loved ones in the Philippines as soon as they dock 
ly Globe has an international roaming service for both postpaid 
and pz sub dus peri calling and texting even while abroad. 
oyan closed the summit with an hour-long variety show which 
of a game show and a live concert. The top notch comic 
and musical antics of popular talents Kcempce De Leon and Tuesday Vargas 
id rolling and laughing in their seats 
layan also sponsortd the 99 National Seafarers Day celebrations 
at the Quirino Grandstand held on September 26, 2004. This 
organized by the Aposdeship of the Sea, a Catholic lay a 
found in 300 ports throughout the world, paid tribute to Filipino seafarers who 
remained truc to the ideals of Christian living while away at sea and from their 
families 

No less than the President herself, Glocia Macapagal Arroyo was on hand 
to hear the Eucharistic Celebration given by the Most Reverend Precioso 
Canillas, DD, and also to give the award for the most Outstanding Seafarer 
of the Year. 

This year the award was given to 3/O Lugen T. Onillano, Captain Gregorio 
B Sialsa, che late Captain Wilijado Abuid, Sr. and Captain Ernesto $. Mendoza. 7 
Globe Kababayan donated the trophies and the AutoloadMAX retailer SIM pre- 
İdaded with P1, 000 given to each of the winners. 

(Other distinguished guests at the celebration were Department of Labor 
and Employment Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas, Undersecretary for Migrant 
Workers Affairs-Department of Foreign Affairs Jose Brillantes and Maritime 
Industry Authority Administrator Vicente Suaso, İr 

Knowing the valuable service these modern day heroes do for their country 
and their families, Globe Kababayan continuously helps the living 
conditions of their families back home while strengthening their relationships 
across the distance. 


[A contest winner claims his FREE Globe Call and 
[Text Card and Globo Prepaid X-tromo Memory SIM. 


Kababayan 


MOBILE SERVICES PARA SA OFW 


Globes Apa Armamento gives the lowdown 
lon how to be an AuloloadMAX retallr 


Introducing - 


“Mitsubishi 
Service Plus 
“Advantage 


] 5 Factory-certified service at popular prices for 
out-of-warranty Mitsubishi vehicles. 


Tune-up 
Advantage 


(Change Oil / Tune-up) 


For as low as 


P450.00* 


(Labor Charge) 
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NPAs kill 4 cops in Davao | 


By Anthony S. Allada and Ferdinand O. Zuasola 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


DAVAO CITY—Four policemen were killed in arambush 
by communist guerrillas in Baganga, Davao Oriental, yes- 
terday morning, authorities said. 

Provincial police chief Supt. Catalino Cuy said New 
People's Army (NPA) rebels ambushed the policemen in 
the center of the town, shooting two dead. 

‘The rebels snatched two other policemen who were lat- 
er found dead in the outskirts of the town a few hours af- 
ter the ambush, Cuy told reporters. 

"The attack occurred several days after soldiers from the 
‘Army's 30th Special Forces Company raided an NPA camp 
in Barangay Coog here. No rebel was found in the area. 

Cuy identified the slain policemen as police officers 
Ranulito Bonghanoy, Jose Marion Avellanosa, Juan Gam- 
bong and Alfredo Cutaran. 

Cuy said the four were in a patrol car on their way to 
‘market to buy supplies when they were attacked by rebels 
believed to be under the NPAs Front Committee 15. 

Cuy said the rebels fled on motorcycles with an M-16 
Armalite rifle and four .45 caliber handguns taken from 
the policemen. 

Gol. Agane Adriatico, military spokesperson for South- 
eastern Mindanao, said soldiers helped the police track 
down the rebels led by a "Kumander Doming." 


SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 2, 2004 


Rebs free jailed comrade 


SUSPECTED communist guerrillas ambushed a prison 
vanto free a detained comrade, officials sald yesterday. 
Five suspected NPA rebels hit the prison van Thursday in 
Mawab, Compostela Valley. snatching captured NPA in- 
telligence officer Jordan Donillo as jall guards took him to 
a court hearing, a police report said. 

Four people—two jail guards, a clerk and a driver—were 
hurtin the attack. 


‘The NPA has stepped up attacks against the police and 
the military in the province in recent days. 

Last month, two police officers in San Isidro town were 
gunned down by suspected rebels. NPA rebels also: 
stormed an outdoor dance party and disarmed a police of- 
ficer. Aside from Davao Oriental, communist rebels also. 
stepped up activities in other provinces. 

Elsewhere, government troops shot dead a member of a 
breakaway communist guerrilla faction in a clash near 
Arayat, Pampanga on Thursday, Army spokesperson Lt. 
Col. Buenaventura Pascual said. 

The man was a suspected member of the Revolutionary Al- 
Tance ofthe Children ofthe Sweat, an NPA offshoot, he added. 
Reuters, Jofelle P Tesorio, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau, AFP 


Rebels attack troops guarding 
Malampaya natural gas project 


ABOUT 20 communist guerrillas ambushed troops guard- 
ing the $4.5-bilion Malampaya natural gas project, the 
country’s largest energy project, kiling a civilian and 
‘wounding four soldiers, an Army spokesperson said Friday. 

Iz. Col. Restituto Padilla, a military spokesperson, said the 
soldiers were on board two Army trucks on their way back to 
the main Army base in Puerto Princesa on Wednesday when 
about 20 New People's Army rebel tried to stop the convoy. 

‘The trucks were coming back at around 11:30 a.m. after 
transporting personnel and supplies to the headquarters of 
"Task Force Malampaya which is guarding the Malampaya 
gas project when the troops were attacked in Sitio Ibangley, 
Abongan, Taytay, Palawan. An hour-long firefight ensued. 

“Malampaya is safe and secure,” Padilla said. “Our se- 
curity forces are on a high-state of alert and a pursuit op- 
eration is under way to punish the rebels." 

Padilla said a civilian who had hitched a ride on one of 
the trucks was killed and four soldiers were wounded in 
the initial burst of gunfire. The rebels were driven back in 
a brief gun battle. 

"The wounded soldiers were taken to the nearest hospi- 
tal for treatment. 

The civilian fatality was identified as Fernando Huerta 
who died of multiple gunshot wounds in the chest and 
legs. The injured soldiers were identified as Master Sgt. 
Diosdado Banago and Staff Sgt. Nestor Mendoza; both of 
the Philippine Army; Seaman Nelson Abuid and Airman 
First Class Roger Laroza. 

In an interview, CPP-NPA spokesperson Gregorio “Ka 
Roger” Rosal said he still had to confirm if NPA rebels were 
behind the ambush. 


citibank 
0% Interest 


The Melito Glor Command of Southern Tagalog oper- 
ates in Palawan, he said 

Some residents of Sitio Ibangley said they heard several gun- 
shots that lasted for about three hours and saw some armed 
men took two rifles from the trucks when the military fed. 

Pursuit operations against the rebels were launched by the 
570th Composite Tactical Wing based in Puerto Princesa. Two 
UH-İH helicopters and two OV-10 Broncos attack planes were. 
dispatched to hunt the rebels who fled to nearby jungles. 
Navy gunboats also set up a blockade around Taytay town. 

‘The military said the rebel attack in Palawan was a rare 
occurrence. 

Padilla said not a single incident had been reported 
since November 2001 when a military task force was 
formed to secure the energy project. 

"The project is operated by a consortium led by a unit of the 
Royal/Dutch Shell group. Shell Philippines Exploration BV and 
ChevronTexaco have 45 percent stake each, with the remain- 
ing 10 percent held by the state-run PNOC Exploration Corp. 

"The Malampaya field, which has recoverable reserves 
of 2.5 trillion cubic feet of gas and 85 million barrels of 
condensate, fuels three power stations with a combined 
capacity of 2,700 megawatts. 

In May, the defense and energy departments agreed to 
beef up security in Malampaya because of fears of possible 
sabotage by militants such as the Abu Sayyaf group. 

A $21.5-million project to install an air and surface de- 
fense system—comprising radars, communications links 
and weapons—is also planned to protect the single largest 
foreign investment in the Philippines, Reuters, Alcuin Papa. 
and Jofelle P Tesorio, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau, AFP 
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‘Da King’ a no-show in Muslim weddin 


DAVAO CITY—Defeated presidential candidate 
Femando Poe Jr. did not show up at a Muslim 
royal wedding here yesterday, an event which 
President Macapagal-Arroyo attended. 
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Poe and the President were among the 
principal sponsors at the nuptials of Vice May- 
or Madahar Loong of Parang, Sulu and Mely 
‘Ann Pendatun Paglas, the daughter of Datu 


COPIERS zi. 


Wei Canon: Olivetti « Savin 


Ibrahim Paglas II. 

‘The senior Paglas, who cam- 
paigned hard in Maguindanao for 
Poe's candidacy in the May presi- 
dential elections, said he inten- 
tionally invited the rival candi- 
dates “in the spirit of reconcilia- 
tion” but the actor had declined. 

He said Poe, who is pursuing 
an election protest against Ms Ar- 


royo's proclamation, was simply 
not available. 

Former senator Loren Legarda, 
Poe's running mate in May 
showed up at the wedding which 
was held at the Waterfront Insu- 
lar hotel here. 

Asked if she was surprised at the 
Presidents presence atthe wedding 
PIERS of a daughter of a staunch opposi- 
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g in Davao 


tion supporter, Legaróa said she had always 
known that Ms Arroyo would be going. 

She said she was not intimidated by the 
Presidents presence. After all, they have been 
friends for a long time and she even became 
the President's “kumare” when she stood as 
sponsor at the 2002 wedding of Mikey Ar- 
Toyo, the President's eldest son, Legarda said. 

‘The President and Legarda sat in the front 
zow on either side of British Ambassador Paul 
Dimond, 

Legarda was seen briefly talking to the 
President during the ceremonies. 

Other government officials who stood as 
sponsors were Secretary Jesus Dureza, the 
presidential assistant for Mindanao, Secre- 
tary Luis Lorenzo, presidential adviser on job 
generation and chair of the Land Bank of the 
Philippines and Quedancor; Parouk Hussin, 
governor of the Autonomous Region in Mus- 
Jim Mindanao; Davao City Mayor Rodrigo 
Duterte and local political leaders identified 
with the administration and the opposition, 

The Presidents visit here yesterday was 
mainly for the opening of the “Wow Min- 
danao Exposition” organized by the Depart- 
ment of Tourism and top Mindanao leaders. 

She also met with officials of the Mindanao 
Economic Development Council (Medco), an 
attached agency of the Office of the President, 
todiscuss the Mindanao investment program. 

Ms Arroyo was to spend the night in the city 
and return to the capital today. 

Anthony Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Ignore media, 
Soliman tells 
HR experts 


BAGUIO CITY—Social Welfare Secretary Cora- 
zon Dinky?” Soliman yesterday asked the coun- 
ys top human resources experts to ignore me- 
dia reports about the poor state of the economy, 
saying they only obstruct efforts to unite busi- 
ness and government in solving the fiscal crisis. 

“Common ground is difficult to find, espe- 
cially if one allows [the] media to dictate. 
one's perspective on a daily basis where the 
norm is to crunch out depressing news one af- 
ter the other” Soliman told the 41st annual 
conference here of the Personnel Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines (PMAP). 

She asked the human resource experts to help. 
guide initiatives designed to merge government 
and business resources in poverty reduction. 

"We need to encourage and nurture prob- 
lem solvers” instead of the unending stream 
of “complainers who think we will never 
make it,” she said. 

Soliman said efforts should be made to find 
the common ground that exists among Filipinos, 
instead of drawing lines of divisions on grounds 
of culture, economics, politics and social status, 

She said that when these differences are 
highlighted to cause conflits and violence, 
"increasing numbers of people join the ranks 
of [the] poor because the economies of the 
world are terrorized by these divisions.” Vin- 
cent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


to print or air reply 


A CONGRESSMAN from Northern Samar has 
filed a bill seeking to punish editors and pub- 
lishers of newspapers and radio and televi- 
sion station managers who refuse to air or. 
print the reply of those accused of alleged 
‘wrongdoing in their reports. 4 

"While the Constitution guarantees freedom 
of expression, freedom of the press and free 
dom of speech, a person alleged to have com 
mitted wrongdoing in print or on air should 
have the correlative right to rebut the accusa- 7 
tion in the same forum, said Rep, Romualdo. 
Vicencio who filed House Bill No. 2672. 

Vicencio said he has observed that the sub-- 
jects of such articles and broadcast reports 
‘were seldom given an equal chance to defend 
themselves or clarify the issue affecting them, 

“Media has the power to influence perception 
of the public, providing the thrust that mold pub- 
licopinion,"Vicenci said ina press statement. He 4 
moted that media can "make or break a person." 

Tn his bill, Vicencio proposed that che edi 
tor-in-chief and publisher or the station man- 
ager of a radio or television station who 
refuse to air the reply of the subjects of such 
reports should be fined P10,000 for the first 
offense, P20,000 for the second offense, and 
P30,000 with a jail term of not more than 30 
days for the third offense. Cynthia D. Balana 
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Register exotic pets, 
animal lovers told 


THE IDLE iguana in your living 
room must go out and be count- 
ed. Your slithery python, too, 
car’tslip out of this census. 
‘The Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources 
has called on the owners of 
“wildlife pets” to register their 
animals with the agency be- 
tween Oct. 11 and Dec. 9. 
Failure to do so could mean 
seizure oftheir pets by the DENR. 
Worse, uncooperative pet keep- 


Secretary 
Michael Defensor issued an ad- 
ministrative order on Thursday 
allowing the “60-day re- 
prieve"—an amnesty period for 
those unaware of the restrictions 
on wildlife ownership and trade 


under Republic Act 9147. 

Known as the Wildlife Re- 
sources Conservation and Pro- 
tection Act, the law was signed 
by President Macapagal-Arroyo 
on July 30, 2001. 1t requires, 
among other things, that the 
government keep a record of 
wildlife species under the care 
of private individuals or busi- 
ness establishments. 

The records system covers 
both exotic (imported) or im. 
digenous pets, regardless 
whether the animal is on the en- 
dangered lit or not. Such pets 
range from lizards, snakes, 
birds, to turtles, primates, mon- 
keys, tigers and even crocodiles. 

The registration can be done 
at any DENR office nationwide, 
Defensor said. Volt Contreras 
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Belgian is animal's best friend in Palawan 


FrompageAl 

“There is the Philippine Animal Welfare Act 
which states that any form of cruelty shall be 
penalized even ifthe transporter has obtained 
a permit from the director of the Bureau of 
‘Animal Industry. Cruelty in transporting in- 
cludes overcrowding, placing of animals in 
the trunk or under the hood of vehicles,” she 
says. 


Caring for wildlife 

Jackie, mother of four and grandmother of 
six, first came to the Philippines in 1980 with 
her husband Jean de Biolley, ari engineer as- 

signed in Leyte. 

‘When her husband's contract was over, 
they went back to Belgium. In 1990, Jackie 
became a widow. In 1998, she went back to 
the Philippines where she decided to live in 
Palawan because “she fell in love with the 
place and its wildlife.” 

In 2000, Jackie, together with Filipino and 
Belgian friends founded the Palawan Animal 
Welfare Association (Pawa) to rehabilitate 
wildlife seized from poachers in the island 
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and to return them to their natural habitat. 

At present, there are 50 Pawa members 
who live in Belgium and 10 Filipino mem- 
bers. 

AL the beginning, the group worked on eas- 
ing the suffering of animals in Puerto Prince- 
sa. Later, they started rescuing stray animals, 
assisting the city pound, and ensuring that 
carabaos were treated well during shipment. 

1n 2001, Jackie started a new project to res- 
cue the carabaos, She wrote letters to the De- 
partment of Agriculture asking them to estab- 
lish a sanctuary for retired carabaos so they 
did not have to be sent to the slaughterhouse. 

Pawa scored a victory when the Carabao 
Protection Ordinance of the province of 
Palawan was signed. This law protects the 
population of carabaos as well as their proper 
shipment. Jackie acknowledges Vice Gover- 
nor David Ponce de Leon for authoring the or- 
dinance. 


Adopt-a-carabao 
She also started an adoption program for 
rescued carabaos bound for the slaughter- 


house. With funds from its Belgian members, 
Pawa would purchase the animal, put it up for. 
adoption with farmers as common takers. 

“We know we cannot save all the carabaos 
from the slaughterhouse,” Jackie says, "but 
each rescued animal is a victory for our, 
cause.” 


which havebeen adopted. * 

Jackie regularly visits the’ carabaos in their: 
new homes to make sure they are treated well., 

They also plan to establish a sanctuary for. 
carabaos that are: no” longer qualified for 
adoption. 

Pawa oversees that carabaos for slaughter: 
are at the right age. Males should not be less: 
than 7 years old and females should not be: 
less han 11 yeatsold. "71 


City pound 

As for the rest of the animal population, 
Jackie has created an adoption program for 
“dogs and has started a campaign of steriliza- 
tion and castration to humanely regulate the 
population of dogs and cats in Palawan. 

Pawa, with funding from the World Society 
for the Protection of Animals, UK, also 
worked for the recent renovation of the Puer- 
to Princesa dog pound. 

Pawa also has a mobile clinic—a two cage- 
trailer pulled by a motorbike for the transport 
ofsmall animals. Jackie and volunteer vets go 
on short tris to sterilize animals for free, or 
to visit dogs they'had rescued, rehabilitated 
and found new homes for. 


First cat house 

Jackie hás set up what could probably be the 
first cattery in the country. This is a screened- 
off area in her yard, where she keeps feral cats 
or strays after they have been sterilized. They” 
stay for a day or two, and when they have re- 


covered, she sets them free, 


Mass spaying and neutering of dogs and 


"cats is clearly a pet project. 


“Aside from keeping the overpopulation of 
strays under control, it will help reduce the 
spresd at tables! bhe Says, adding: "The city 
‘administedtion has kiridiy supported my ac- 
tivities. We are working together amiably for. 
the welfare ofthe animals.” 


Company she keeps . 

“Jackie says that she prefers the company of 
animals to people. In fact, she lives ina modest 
home in Barangay Irawan, Puerto Princesa with 
three dogs, two cats, and seven chicke 

She has a good friend—Nita Lichauco, 
president of the Manila-based Philippine Ani- 


1 “mal Welfare Society, who herself lives with 


bishops, priests, parents and teachers. Overseas families in 60 countries have been invited to join them. Children will gather in their 


respective parishes from 10:30 am to 12 noon to simultaneously pray the Holy. Rosary and celebrate the Holy Eucharist. 


/' This year; the Children's Rosary Rally coincides with the Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels and the National Eucharistic Marian Year. 
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more than a dozen dogs and cats. 
Funny research 
projects win 
IgNobel Awards 


FrompaeAl , 
er than five seconds, it is safe to eat. 

‘The annual awards, presented at Harvard 
University in Massachusetts by the publishers 
of the Annals of Improbable Research, are a 
spoof of the Nobel prizes and represent years 
of scouring scholarly journals and newspa- 
pers for scientific efforts worth poking fun at. 

Jim Gundlach of the University of Alabama 
said he got hate mail when he first published 
his study showing that people who listen to 


j country music have higher rates of suicide. 


He said it does not hold true any more. 
“The country music that we have today is 


İ not the same kind of country music that was 


related to suicide back when we did this,” he 
said in a telephone interview. 
He said the findings, published in 1992, 


1 surprised him too. 


Jilian Clarke was a Chicago high school stu. 
dent when she investigated the "second rule" 
that states if food falls to the floor for fewer than 
5 seconds, it is safe to pick it upand eat it. 

She found, in a survey, that 76 percent of 
US women and 56 percent of men were famil- 

with the 5-second rule, and used it to jus 
fy picking up and eating dropped treats, or 
letting their children do so. 

Clarke swabbed floors at the University of 
Illinois and found them surprisingly clean of 
microbes, thus justifying the rule. 


Hairstyle 

Frank Smith of Orlando, Florida, won his 
engineering IgNobel.. posthumously for 
patenting his peculiar combover— way of 
covering up abald spot wish hair. 

“He actually had a diagram and a science to 
the method that he used,” Smith's grand- 
daughter, Heather Smith Adams, said in a 
telephone interview. 

"There was a specific pattern you had to 
grow out your hair fo a particular length and 
there was an actual pattern for how you laid 
the hair over one side and then combedit over 
tothe other side," added Smith. 

“You know how combovers have that 
stringy look? This is to avoid that stringy ook. 
I didn'c know fof a long re that he even had 
acombover” 

A chemistry IgNobel went to Coca-Cola 
Company of Britain “for using advanced tech- 
nology -to convert liquid from the River 
‘Thames into Dasani, a transparent form of 
water, which for precautionary reasons has 
been made unavailable to consumers.” 

Five hundred thousand bottles ofthe product 
were pulled from the market last March after 
unacceptable levels of bromate, a potential can- 
cer-causing chemical, were found. Coke is seek- 
ing a new British bording location. Reuters 
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mid rise ailəni unis, Or maybe te the marriage ot residential community that offers residents room to 
these red thing scene nee co mere minutes breathe, walk, run, dance, love, and live. 

away trom the Makati Central Business y s 

DEA Any which way though, whati With about 65% of its Serendra is a unique hybrid of house 

5 is that more and more = leare 12 hectares devoted and condo nestled in lush mor 

Tefusing to compromise accesibilty mumerous walkways, wading pools 

Comfort when tcomesotheirhomen This fe, Breenery Serendra qad play areas. ts more hana pace 

San be seen plainly in the rapid sale of the Offers quick relief from t settle down. Is an ideal venue for 

garden units in Serendra Section A. city life without having a family to take root. 

To capitalize on this demand, Ayala Land, O leave the city now yourself to get away from itall 
| Thc ib making sure that the soon to be launched new if only for awhile. Visit the Serendra Pavillion at the 
|| sections of Serendra will have as many garden-view units 26th St. Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Manila, 

a possible. In addition, selected unite will have unique 
features like wrap-around views fullheightglossinthe You may also call 848-5000, or email 


|! master's bedroom, and even more spacious balconies.  serendra@ayalaland.com.ph for inquiries. 


Chilled drinks and warm laughter by the poolside. 


Moonlit strolls along cobblestone walks. The serenade 
of the breeze through the trees as you held hands. 
Postcard perfect moments all. And definitely not 
what you'd expect to find a mere 10 minutes from 


the heart of Makati. But here at Serendra, you'll find 


that you don't need to go far to get away from it all Toe one wha 
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that .. 7 aS are. 


Built in the highly accessible Bonifacio Global City 
area, Serendra is 12 hectares of sprawling gardens, 
tree-lined walkways, wading pools, playgrounds, 
and charming residential units that 


marry European- inspired masterplannin 
a Hashes pied a bring Where other residential properties force you 
and Filipino warmth and sensibility. 
Fr iá to choose between accessibility and space, 


You'll also find game rooms, restaurants, AA EM DC 
upside o cag 1's far enough from the daily grind to make you 
hools, hospitals, and som 
25757 s forget the tedium of the rat race. 


the world's best shopping as well 
B 57555 It's near enough to make sure families have more 
time together, And spacious enough 


to make sure such moments are 


enjoyed to the full 


Serendra. We're sure you'd love 


to visit. But we'd rather you made 


yourself at home instead. 


C/ 2 / 


e. 
S 


Your family's sanctuary in the city. 
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AYALA LAND, INC, 


Now, there's more of Serendra to explore and experience. District 1 Sections B & C are now being offered. 
For Inquiries, call Ayala Land, Inc. at 848-5000, email: serendra@ayalaland.com.ph or visit www.serendra.com. HLURB License to sell no,: 10412 and 10464. 
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 GSIS chief got P11 
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practical than renting one in Metro Mani- 
h. 


Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jr. called on 
Garcia to step down in view of the 
“massive unrest” over the GSIS sup- 
posed failure to meet the requirements 
of government employees. 

Magsaysay called on President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo to let Garcia go “and heed 
the call of the 1.5 million-strong gov- 
ernment workforce who have suffered 
long enough...” 


Palace for the defense 

But Malacafang said the GSIS chief 
had sofar done well in explaining his side 
on the controversies that the President 
‘wanted him to tackle point by point. 

“Based on what we heard, and as far 
as these allegations [on the electronic 
card bidding won by Union Bank of the 
Philippines} are concerned, he has ex- 
plained very well his side, especially 
‘with the help of his assistants. 1 think 
what he needs to do is continue to an- 
swer all questions hurled [at] him,” 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye told 
dzMM radio. 

Bunye said the GSIS had been per- 
forming wel: Its] income under Gar- 
cia is bigger compared to other admin- 
istrations. We also heard from his assis- 
tants about the many projects under- 
taken during his term.” 

Nevertheless, Bunye stressed that 
Malacahang was not out to defend Gar- 
cia and that Ms Arroyo had yet to de- 
cide on whether he would be retained 
or replaced. 


Not more than 5 

Garcia said that with the pay cut he 
imposed on himself following the con- 
troversy over the salaries and perks of 
government “fat cats," he now had to 


tl 


take his P100,000 monthly loan pay- 
ments from his "other sources" of in- 


come. 

"Our housing Ioan [process] takes 
not more than five days. In fact, we ran 
an advertisement for that [as early as] 
2002,” he said. 

Garcia said the GSIS had also lifted 
the ceiling for housing loans so long as 
the net pay and collateral of members 
made them viable for a loan applica- 
tion. 

But Courage president Ferdinand 
Gaite continued to allege abuse of au- 
thority on the part of Garcia. 

"GSIS members have suffered so 
much under Garcia's management of 
the pension fund. Without any increase. 
in our salary, he implemented an in- 
crease in our monthly contribution 
from 9 percent to 12 percent,” Gaite 
said. 

He said Garcia further limited the ben- 
efits of GSIS members by implementing 
such policies as the premium-based poli- 


Ce housing loan) even if he claims 
that it was done through regular GSIS 
channels and procedures, is still repug- 
nant and irregular in as much as most of 
the members are having problems ac- 
quiring loans that are much smaller” 
Gaite said. 

But Garcia said: “These people from 
Courage think that once they are able to 
borrow, they no longer need to pay [the 
Gsis].” 

He said all members could get their 
just benefits from the GSIS if their pre- 
mium payments were in order and they 
had no outstanding loan balance. 


Support 

Garcia has secured the support of a 
moderate group of government workers, 
a faction of the KMG, as well as the for- 
mer members of the GSIS board of 


trustees including Leonora Vasquez-de 
Jesus, head of the Presidential Manage- 
ment Staff under President Joseph 
Estrada. 

Robert Ibasco, speaker of the Joint 
Legislative-Execative Assembly of the. 
KMG, said KMG president Albert Ve- 
lasco was not authorized to lead any 
mass action or fle cases against Ga 
cia. 

Florifo Ibañez, president of the Con- 
federation of Government Employees’ Or- 
ganizations, issued a statement urging all 
government unions, associations and soci- 
eties “to observe sobriety, civility and fair 


Tbafiez cited the reform programs in- 
troduced in the GSIS “which are de- 
signed to provide greater financial ben- 
efits and assistance to government em- 


terms expired only on Aug. 30, said in a 
statement: “We are confident that be- 
cause of the very able and competent 

of the system during the 
last three years, GSIS viability and finan- 
cial strength have been assured well ito 


the violent dispersal of their protest rally 
at the GSIS Main Office in Pasay City on. 
Sept. 28. 

Gaite said that aside from the seri- 
ous physical injuries that Courage 
‘members suffered, Garcia violated BP 
880, or the law prohibiting the use of 
water cannons and tear gas during 
rallies. 

“We will not allow Garcia's reign of 


DOJ rules out amnesty 


From page Al 


vice-connected, but rather ab- 
sorbed and in furtherance of the 
alleged crime of coup d'etat.” 

He said that, under the law, 
soldiers could be court-martialed 
only after a civilian court had 
ruled that their alleged crime was 
service-connected. 

More than 300 soldiers were 
originally charged with coup 
@etat. The DOJ, however, con- 
ducted another preliminary in- 
vestigation and cleared 290. The 
Makati RTC subsequently dis- 
missed the charges against the 
2290 for lack of evidence. 

In March, the Supreme Court 
also issued a status quo order 
stopping court-martial proceed- 
ings against the 290 soldiers. 

İn a new statement yesterday, 
Bunye said: "Our unity and rec- 
onciliation efforts are premised 
on the principle of justice. Laws 
were violated and the military 
chain of command was breached 
by the mutiny and the officers 
themselves have expressed un- 
conditional readiness to face the 
consequences oftheir actions.” 
Leniency 

Bunye added: "Ar this point, 
‘what the President has offered asa 
healing measure is greater lenien- 
cy for those who were misled by 
their superior into joining the 
mutiny Discussions on other con- 
cillatory measures are premature.” 


Bunye took pains to stress that 
the idea of giving amnesty to the 
Magdalo mutineers never came 
from Malacaang. 
Speaking in Filipino, Bunye said: 
“You know, the amnesty proposal 
did not come from Malacafiang, not 
from the President. It came from 
other sources--some members of 
Congress, some officials but it did 
not come from Malacafang,” 
"That is why itis not accurate to 
say Malacafiang changed its decision 
with regard to amnesty because it 
truly was not discussed (during the 
Presidents meeting with the Magda- 
loofficer)" Bunye said. 


Trillanes’ woes 

Bunye said that during the 
closed-door meeting between Ms 
Arroyo and the Magdalo leaders, 
the officers asserted their willing- 
ness to face the consequences of 
their mutiny and Ms Arroyo had 
thanked them for that. 

“But she said that the proceed- 
ings against the Magdalo officers 
will continue although their follow- 
ers can count on leniency because 
they merely followed their officers,” 
Bunye said ina dzBB interview. 

“The cases against them must 
be concluded and we will wait for 
the results,” Bunye said. 

The bloodless mutiny fizzled out 
in less than 24 hours when the sol- 
diers failed to rally support from 
the rest of the Armed Forces. 

In spite his apology to Ms Ar- 
royo, Navy Lt. Senior Grade Anto- 


Percival 


Mini BBQ Gas stove 
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nio Trillanes IV, a leader of the 
mutiny will have to face graft 
charges filed against him last year 
bythe Criminal Investigation and. 
Detection Group (CIDG), Assis- 
tant Ombudsman Ernesto Nocos 
told the Ingumea. 


Case must goon 

In a telephone interview, No- 
cos said that even in the remote 
possibility that Trillanes and five 
other officers involved in the 
failed coup were granted 
amnesty, the criminal complaint 
against him would remain. 

"The apology is one thing, the 
evidence for criminal allegation 
isanocher hing,” said Nocos. 

“The case must go on. We have 
to bring the case to its rightful 
conclusion. The Ombudsman will 
not go slow on the investigation 
ofthe case [even if] he had apolo- 
sized," he said. 


CIDG operative, has charged Tril- 
lanes with graft for allegedly fail- 
ing to submit his statement of as- 
sets and liabilities for year 2001 
and 2002 and acquiring vehicles 
and property in excess of the in- 
come ofa Navy officer ofhis rank. 
"The case filed with us will go 
‘on based on evidence,” he said. 


Trillanes airs his side 

In a nine-page defense he sub- 
mitted to the Ombudsman earlier 
this year, Trillanes admitted fail- 
ing to submit his statement of as- 


Antolin Rumbaoa, ‘Fabrication’ 


Wood 


‘Sore 


sets and liabilities for the years 
2001 and 2002, but he blamed 
the officals of d 
Naval Station for failing to “direct 
meto file my SAL.” 

In those years, he said, he was 
taking up a masteral course in 
public administration at the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines. 

He also admitted having a Nis- 
san Terrano but said he acquired 
this on May 2, 2002 and not Jan. 
1, 1996, as claimed by Rumbaoa, 
Who reportedly submitted papers 
not authenticated by the Land 
‘Transportation Office. 

Thus, Trillanes said, he was not 
obliged to declare it in his SAL 
earlier than the purchase date. 

Besides, Trillanes said, the car 
was co-owned by him and his wife 
Arlene—an administrative officer 
of the Philippine Military Acade- 
my--who declared it in her SAL. 


As to his alleged ownership of 
a 2001 Mitsubishi Pajero, Tril- 
lanes said this could have only 
been a product of “fabrication.” 
Trillanes also denied owning a 
motorcycle and said the vehicles 
in his possession were obtained 
“through my personal industry 
and soft loans from my family” 
Trillanes denied there was any 
conflict of interest in his having 
been an incorporator in the FYI Re- 
search and Consulting Group Ine. 
since he became an incorporator 
“when wason my study leave.” 


: Pinus 


Strainers products Disi 


terror and greed at the GSIS to persist,” 
Gaite said. “At the Ombudsman, the 
CHR, the courts and in the streets, we. 
will make sure that he is pinned down 
for his crimes against government em- 
ployees.” B 

The Department of Education em- 
ployees’ union also said public school 
teachers were being shabbily treated by 
Garda. 

"The ones worst hit by (his) incom- 
petence are our public school teachers. 
because they can't take out a loan any- 
more. They're coming all the way here. 
to complain,” said Domingo Alidon, 
president of the DepEd National Em- 
Ployees Union. 

Alidon said they raised their com- 
plaints over a year ago but that the GSIS 
only took notice early this year. 

He said the GSIS might have contin- 
ued to ignore them if not for the May 
elections, wherein the teachers served 
as pollinspectors. 

Service records a mess 

"The elections have passed and until 
now our service records {with the 
GSIS) are still a mess,” Alidon said. 

With about 500,000 public school 
teachers and non-teaching personnel 
and an annual contribution of about 
P12 billion, the DepEd is the GSIS 
biggest client group. 

DepEd employees have demanded 
Garcia's resignation for allowing em- 
ployee service records to deteriorate. 

Their chief complaints are that the 
GSIS did not record their loan payments 
so that now they could not take out a 
new loan; that it had made a mess of 
their records; and that employees were 
not geting their policy contract despite 
the maturity of their insurance policy. 
With reports from Christine O. Aven- 
daño, Tina G. Santos and Dona Z. 
Pazzibugan 
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-M housing loan in 2 pia GMA photog 


survives Cebu 
dive accident 


By ]hunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—A Malacafiang photographer 
came close to drowning after taking undery 
‘water shots of President Macapagal- 

scuba diving off the resort town of Məbəs 
around 89 km southwest ofthis city. 

Jerry Carual, a photographer with the Office 
ofthe President, yesterday said that the mishap 
occurred between 1 and 2 p.m. on Thursday. 
and that he was unconscious for 3-5 minutes, 

Ms Arroyo, who inspected several project’ 
sites in southem Cebu on Wednesday, spent 
private time in Moalboal on Thursday. But Ce- 
bu Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia, who joined her. 
and other national officials in the scuba div. 
ing activity, said she was not aware that a 
Malacafiang photographer had been hurt. 

Carual said he had to resurface after 45 
minutes underwater because his oxygen tank 
was almost empty. He said that because he 
went underwater before the President 
should also have been the first to resurface. 

But he was hit by strong waves the moment 
he resurfaced, Carnal said. He said he felt very 
tired and thought of unstrapping the oxygen 
tank from his back to use it for Boating. 

Carual said he had taken in some seawater 
and was struggling against the strong waves 
when he lost consciousness. 

He was in the Coast Guard vessel named 
MV Pampanga when he came to. 

Carual said he leamed that it was the Presi- 
dents dose-in security Sgt. Christian Balajadia, 
who had taken him aboard a speedboat and then 
transferred him to the Coast guard vessel. 

He said he was put in the MV Pampanga's 
decompression chamber for five hours, or 
from 2 to 7 p.m, and was under the care of a 
certain Doctor Gueb. 

He will fly back to Manila tomorrow. 


Senators scold clueless 
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thecrime. 


abouti 
Jc, committee chair. 
Villar, 


creasing or decreasing. 
But Dulay sai 


Street crimes in 2003. 


tes were so low. 


The lawmakers were likewise 
— Seis 
PNP had no data on the number 
of stolen cell phones it had recov- 
ered or how many deaths had re- 
sulted from phone robbery. 


Most vibrant industry 
Responding o he question of how 
+ many call phones had been reported 
$ stolen to Smart Communications, 
İlyar Enrico Espaol gave no figure 


fight phone thieves ifthey did not 
havea good monitoring system of 


“Tin surprised you do not give 
much attention to the most com- 
mon crime problem now. You 
don't have enough statistics, you 
don't have much knowledge 

” said Sen. Manuel Villar 


along with Senators 
Rodolfo Biazon, Juan Ponce Enrile 
and Jinggoy Estrada, questioned 
the figures presented by Chief 
Supt. Wilfredo Dulay, deputy direc- 
tor of the Philippine National Po- 
lice Directorate for Investigation 
and Detective Management. 
Dulay, who represented PNP Di- 
rector General Edgar Aglipay at the 
hearing, said that based on police 
records, the volume of street 
crimes from March to August 
dropped to 14.4 percent compared 
tothe same period last year. And of 
the total number of street crimes, 
he said, 31 percent were cases of 
robbery and 11.5 percent, of theft. 
Biazon said Dulay should have 
presented figures covering a 
10-year period to allow the sena- 
tors to determine whether the 
trend in street crimes was in- 


the PNP had 
just started to collate data on 


He also said phone snatching 
incidents nationwide numbered 
310 from March to August 2003 
and 248 in March to August 
2004, prompting the senators to 
again wonder why the PNP statis- 


cops over cell phone thefts 


gust, and that many of the inci 
dents happened in Quezon City 
and the other cities of Manila, 
Pasay and Caloocan, 

The senators wondered why 
Noble's figure was higher than 
Dulays. They were then told that 
victims were referred to the Na- 
tional Telecommunications Com 
mission (NTC) to have their: 
stolen phones blocked. 


Halfa million 

NTC Commissioner Ronald Solis 
said the agency received complaints 
of 25,492 phones lost or stolen in 
2002; 16,954 in 2003; and 9,247 
from January to September. 

Asked by Villar to expinin the 
drop in the number of phones 
stolen or lost, Solis said he could 
notsay that the figures did indicate 
a drop. “Its possible that people 
are ust not reporting it,” he aid. 

Jun Lozada, executive direc- 
tor/founder of the Organisasyon 
ng mga Galit sa Magnanakaw 
(OGSM), told the committee that 
half a million phones were stolen 
nationwide every year. 

Lozada said the OGSM made 
the estimate after monitoring that 
only 5 percent of the victims re- 
ported losing their phones to 
thieves. Ir surmised thatthe 25,000 
victims who reported theft in 2002, 
made up this 5 percent. 

He said the half million phones 
stolen annually in the country 
was not surprising given the Unit- 
ed Kingdom's reported 700,000 
cases every year. 

Later, Lozada told reporters: “If 
there is any group that can do 
something about this, its the mobile 
phone companies, noc the police.” 

He said a law was needed to 
“force” mobile phone companies 
toact on the problem. 

Lozada said phone theft was an 
“opportunistic” crime—meaning 
thieves did not necessarily plan to 
steala phone but just took the op- 
portunity when it came. 

He said this was clear in the 
factthat many ofthe victims were 
women (72 percent) and chil- 
dren (8 percent). 


‘but said thar based on the reported 


loses, there had been an increase. 

Villar retorted that an increase. 
in the number was "logical" given 
the growing number of users. 
"The telecom industry is the most 
vibrant one now,” he noted. 

He told Dulay he could not be- 
lieve thatthe PNP was not giving 
much attention to cell phone theft. 

“You can't address the problem 
of street crimes if you are not 
monitoring it,” he said. 

The senators’ annoyance deep- 
ened when Chief Supt. Prospero 
Noble of the PNP National Capi- 
tal Region office presented a 


water 
varying figure. 


Noble said phone thefts num- 
bered 332 from January to Au- 


Villanueva 

‘The hearing also took up the 
“case of Jose Villanueva of Today 
newspaper, who last week resisted 
holdup men who demanded his 
phone and was stabbed to death. 

PNP officals said three suspects 
had been arrested. They said it could 
not have been a spurothe-moment 
crime because the suspects had pre- 
vious criminal records. 

‘The Senate resolution filed by 
Villar that called for an inqui 
to cell phone theft took into ac- 
count the fact that people were 
being killed for resisting thieves. 

Villanueva’ father, Luis, atend- 
ed the hearing on the committee's 
invitation but did not speak. 


SAMARRA, Iraq—The US military said 
94 insurgents were killed on Friday as 
its troops and Iraqi forces thrust into 
Samarra town ina first effort to reclaim 
troublespots before Iraq's planned 
elections, while a shocked nation 
buried 34 children killed by car bombs. 


In the United States, President George W. 
Bush and challenger John Kerry held ther first 
preclection debate before the Nov. 2 ballot, 
with Kerry terming the invasion of iraq "a 
colossal error" and Bush reiterating "The 
‘world is better off without Saddam Hussein." 

‘Some instant polls straight after said Kerry had 
beaten the president. A Gallup poll for CNN gave. 
Kerry a46 percent to 37 percent win over Bush. 

"raqs hostage saga showed no letup, with 
Jakarta confirming on Friday that two Indone- 
Sian women were among the 10 latest people to 
be kidnapped. Al-Jazeera television said the two 
were seized alongside six Iraqis and two Leba- 
nese working for an electrical equipment firm. 

Tn the aftermath of Thursday car bombings 
in which the 34 children died, the group of 
suspected al-Qaida operative Abu Mussab al- 
Zarqawi claimed, via its website, responsibili- 
ty for three suicide bombings in İraq. 

The authenticity of the daim on 
wwwansarnet.ws/vb/ could not be verified. 

‘The Samarra operation, 125 km north of 
Baghdad, started before dawn, with the US 
military Saying its forces had seized the city 
hall and police stations. 

‘The offensive followed vows by the interim 
government to win back swathes of lawless 
territory in the Sunni Muslim triangle before 


Pope to beatify 
Mel Gibson’s 
mystic ‘muse’ 


VATICAN CITY—Never one to shrink from eriti- 
cism, Pope John Paul is again putting controver- 
sial figures on the road to sainthood, including 
Austria's last emperor and a mystic nun who in- 
spired Mel Gibson's film on Christ’ passion. 

With Sundays ceremony in St. Peter's 
Square, the ailing 84-year-old Roman Catholic 
leader will have beatified some 1,340 people, 
more than all his predecessors combined. 

‘The Pope will confer beatification—the last 
step before Roman Catholic sainthood—on 
five people on Sunday. The two most contro- 
versial could not have been more different. 

One was bom ina wooden farmhouse with 
nosrunning water and the other in a castle. 
But both have ignited as much passion after 
death as they did in life. 

‘Anne Catherine Emmerick, a sickly German 
mystic nun who lived from 1774 to 1824, has 
been called “Mel's Muse.” It was her book, “The 
Dolorous Passion of Our Lord Jesus Chris” that 
gate Gibson some ofthe most grisly details. 

Although Gibson said his hit film “The Pas- 
sion of the Christ” was true to the Gospels, he 
clearly turned to what the "Maid of Muenster” 
saw while gripped in visionary ecstasy. 

"The episode where Mary mops up her son's 
blood after his sadistic scourging is pure Em- 
merick. No Gospel mentions a hooded devil 
inciting Jews as they demanded Christ's cruci- 
fixionor following him as he carried his cross. 

Jewish groups condemned the film, saying 
ik would spur new forms of visceral anti- 
Semitism. They now fear that moving Emmer- 
ick closer to the glories of the altars, as saint- 
hood is known, will only make matters worse. 

“I think the timing of this is unfortunate 
and particularly damaging,” said Rabbi Gary 
Bretton-Granatoor, director of nter-faith ac- 
tivities for the Anti-Defamation League. 

“Had this happened five or 10 years ago, only 
those in the know would have noticed. But now, 
after Gibson's fim, Emmerick’s anti-Semitic writ- 
ings have spread to a much wider audience,” he 
said by telephone from New York. 

Jewish leaders say the film and Emmerick's 
new popularity will resurrect deicide charges 
against Jews, which had been officially repudi- 
ated by the Second Vatican Council in 1965. 

Emmerick was an invalid by the time she 
was 14 and had the stigmata, the unexplained 
bleeding of the hands and feet similar to the 
wounds of the crucified Christ. 

The beatification of Karl I, last emperor of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire, has caused an 
uproar in Vienna, with critics denouncing him 
for his army's use of poison gas during World 
"War One or lampooning him as “the patron 
saint of losers.” 

Ithasalso opened the Austrian Church, which 
has been rocked by a homosexual scandal at a 
seminary near Vienna, to public ridicule for say- 
ing he performed a miracle by healing a Brazil- 
ian nun of her varicose veins and leg sores. 

‘Karl, a devout Catholic who mounted the 
throne in 1916, made futile efforts the follow- 
ing year for peace talks with France. 

Forced out at the end of the war in 1918, he 
went into exile first in Switzerland—from where 
he twice tried to retake power in Hungary—and 
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US forces storm Samarra, 
kill 94; Iraq mourns 34 kids 


November to prepare for the January poll. 

“In response to repeated and unprovoked 
attacks by anti-Iraqi forces (US military termi- 
nology for insurgents), Iraqi Security Forces 
and Multinational Forces secured the govern- 
ment and police buildings in Samarra... on 
Oct. 1," the military said. 

AUS military spokesperson said 94 insurgents 
had been killed and one wounded. He gave node- 
tails of any casualties on the US-led coalition side. 

‘The figure for the wounded contrasted 
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with an earlier statement from a doctor in the 
town. Dr. Khaled Ahmed at Samarra's main 
hospital said: “Ve have received 20 killed and 
35 wounded inthe fighting.” 

Atleast three US soldiers were wounded in 
the fighting and five insurgents were de- 
tained, a military spokesperson said. 

The governor of Salaheddin province, 
where Samarra is located, cautioned on 
Thursday that fresh fighting risked plunging 
surrounding towns into violence. AFP 
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was killed in an 


‘overnight airstrike by US forces, according to local witnesses. 
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Blair faces heart op, vows to lead on 


LONDON—British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair went to hospital on Friday to correct 
recurrent heart palpitations, but he 
‘owed to servea full third term in office if 
he wins an election expected next year. 

l feel fine,” Blair told a barrage of re- 
porters as he left his Downing Street 
home smiling and waving. 

Blairs office said the procedure was 
#outine and he would be back at work 
early next week. E 

"The prime minister has frequently looked 
haggard in the past 18 months, the roughest 
of his career with a county divided over 
Warin Iraq and his trust ratings plunging. 

Tn an unprecedented move, Blair set 
his own departure timetable, saying he 
would not seek a fourth term in office 

"Do wish to serve a full term? Thean- 
Swer to that is ‘yes. Do I want to go on 
and on and on? The answer to that is 


nextyear and polls suggest Blairis odds 
on to win again. 

His party won a crucial parliamen- 
tary election on Friday in Hartlepool, 
northeast England, with a much re- 
duced majority. 

Blair's main Conservative opponents 
were beaten into a humiliating fourth 
place by a fringe party that advocates 
withdrawal from the European Union. 
Analysts said they looked in no shape to 
challenge the prime minister next year. 

“The one party people are singly not vot- 
ingforin large numbers is the Conservative 
pary That is the central fact of British poli- 
tics at the moment,” said Anthony King, 
professor of polities at Essex University: 

Blair, 51, had heart palpitations late last 
year and suffered a “mild recurrence” in 
“August, his office said. He will stay in hos- 
pital overnight, rest over the weekend and 


"no?" he said. “Twouldn'twant to put my- be back to work next week—for a sched- 


self forward at a fourth election, I don't 
think the country would want me to.” 
A British election is expected in May 


ule that includes a trp to Africa. 
"Ive got this routine procedure on 
my heart which is connected with the 


type of thing that happened last year" 
Blair told television networks. “It's not 
particularly alarming but it's something 
You should just get fixed." 

Blair insistence he would not leave 
the political stage any time soon may be. 
tough news for his powerful finance 
minister Gordon Brown, long hungry 
forthe top job in governmen 

But analysts said Blair might eventu- 
ally become a lame duck leader and 
quit sooner. 

Blair said Brown would make a “superb” 
leader whose chances of leadership would 
be unharmed if the incumbent hung on for 
another term. “I don't think it rules Gordon 
out in any shape or form at all."he said. 

Rumors have circulated for years that 
Blair and Brown strucka deal he would one 
day sand aside for the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. But Brown supporters expected 
their man to be in charge well before the 
timetable Blair has now spelled out. 

‘This year, Blair has sometimes looked 
weary and drawn as the relentless pressure 


of justifying his decision to go to war in 
iraq, and the violent aftermath, took is toll 
Earlier this year, there were even rumors 
that he had considered standing down, 
something he has since firmly denied. 
Blairs cardiologist, Punit Ramrakha, 
said the procedure he technical term for 
‘which is catheter ablation was low risk 
Tt does not amount to full surgery and will 
be carried out under local anaesthetic. 
“The recovery time is short, with patients 
able to retum to work and undertake full 
activities within two to three days,” he said. 
Analysts said Blairs pledge had rein- 
forced hiş position in the short-term but 
he might have difficulty serving until 
2009, the likely time of the election after 


next, with a looming leadership change 179 


overshadowing his final years in power. 
“I think he would become a progres- 
sively lamer duck towards the end of 
the third term,” Peter Keliner, chairman 
of pollsters YouGov told Reuters, “I 
would expect him to resign well before 
theendofthenextterm.” Reuters 
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Gaza's bloodiest day 

JABALYA, Gaza—Twenty-ight Palestinians and 
three Israelis war illa on Thursday, Gaza's 
bloodiest day in four years of conflict, as Israel's 
army struck back after a rocket attack killed two 
Israeli children at a border town. Prime Minister 
Ario Sharon approved an intensified offensive to 
‘e-ocoupy Palestinian-run parts of northern 
Gaza and stop rocket firing that has persisted 
despite raids and given fuel to critics of his plan 
to relinquis the territory. In the deadliest inci- 
dent of the spiraling violence, an Israeli tank 
shel killed seven Palestinians near a school in } 
“abalya, Gaza largest refugee camp, as Israeli ees * $ EEEREN 
Torces thrust deep into the militant stronghold - E 
forthe first time. Israeli troops raiding northern 
Gaza killeg 21 other people, including militants 
and bystanders, Medics said about 150 Pales- 
tinians were wounded. Earlier on Thursday, gun 
men ambushed and kiled two Israeli soldiers 
anda woman out jogging. A Hamas rocket at 
Tack on the southern Isras town of Sderot on 
Wednesday kiled two Israeli children, aged 2 
and 4, visting their grandparents on the eve of 
the Jewish festival of Sukkot Reuters 


Hostages in Iraq 

JAKARTA— Two Indonesian women working for 
"British company in rag were among 10 people 
kidnapped by an islamic miltant group, officials 
in Jakarta confirmed Friday. Indonesian foreign 
ministry officials sad the women, who were pic- 
tured wearing Muslim headscarves in video shot 
by the militants and aired on Arabic television, 
were from Jakarta. "They are Indonesians,” 
spokesperson Marty Hatalagawa said. Senior 
foreign ministry official Ferry Adamhar con- 
firmed the women's identities as Rosidah and 
Rafikan. Adambar told Elshinta radio that the 
women were working for a British company but 
itwas not known in what capacity. The Indone- 
sian women were captured alongside six Iraqis 
and two Lebanese working for an electrical 
equipment fim, Al-Jazeera television said. Four 
a the presumed captives, all men, were shown 
în the video, with the captors pointing machine- 
guns at them. The channel later aired more 
footage showing the two women. AFP 


jakarta bomber named 
AKARTR-ndonesian police on Friday an- 
"öfnced a breakthrough in the hunt for mili- 
{ants behind last month's attack on the Aus- 
tralian Embassy in Jakarta, naming the suicide 
bomber who delivered the deadly bast. Police 
chief Da'i Bachtiar said DNA tests comparing 
Samples found at the scene of the blast with tis- 
sue and blood from suspects’ families con- 
firmed the bombers identity as Heri Kurniawan, 
alias Golun. "We have a very strong conviction 
that this person carried the bomb and died in 
the explosion," Bachtiar told reporters. Nine 
other people were killed and more than 180 
were injured in the Sept. 9 attack, which has 
been blamed in the al-Qaida-linked Jemaah Is- 
iamiyah group. AFP 


EU immigrant camps 
SCHEVENINGEN, Netherlands — European 
Union justice and interior ministers on Friday 
weighed a contentious proposal to st up immi- 
qrant processing camps outside Europe—a pro~ 
Gram Germany said was necessary to weed out 
egal immigrants from legitimate asylum sesk- 
ers, German Interior Minister Otto Schily was 
buting the proposal to create transit conters in 
North Africa and elsewhere on foreign soil. "We 
need to think about preventing ilegal immigra- 
tion more forcefully," Schily told reporters 
Thursday, but refused to elaborate on his pro- 
posal before briefing his EU colleagues. "We el 
{her can wait unite problems come to Eu- 
Tope... or we qo actively aftor tne problems and 
ryt solve them. iam forthe latter.” The debate E 
over he camps dominated two days of talks on 3 - | 
how European Union nations can cooperate to 

come up with common policies on immigration 
and asylum. AP 


Docs examine Pinochet 
SANTIAGO, Chile--Three court-appointed doc- 
tors examined Chile's former military dictator 
‘Augusto Pinochet on Thursday, a key step that 
will decide whether the 88-year-old general wil 
stand tat or human rights abuses. The doc- + 
tors reports due by Oct. 8, will assess 
Plnochats mental health and vil bo used by an 
investigating judge to decide whether to indict 
him in one specific case. "The exams took place 
inthe best way possible and with maximum 
iransparency and we are waiting for 

poris," Juan Guzman, a human rights judge, toid 
Teporters. Guzman is probing Pinochets role in 
19 deaths in tne 1970s under Operation Condor, 
an inteligence-sharing network of South Amert- 
can military regimes who helped each other 
hunt down dissidents Reuters 


Russia delivers 


MOSCOW—The Russian government ap- 
proved the Kyoto Protocol on Thursday, 
giving decisive support to the long-de- 
layed, climate change treaty that should 
allow itto come into force worldwide. 
President Vladimir Putin's cabinet decid- 
ed to send the 1997 UN pact to the State 
Duma lower house, dominated by Kremlin. 
supporters, for ratification. Opponents 
maintained it would harm the economy 
and do little to protect the environment. 
Victorious backers of Kyoto, which or- 
ders cuts in greenhouse gas emissions to 
slow global warming, made clear they 
believed it would have no effect on the 
environment or the economy and that 
the decision was politically motivated. 
"The European Union hailed Moscow's 
decision and seized the moment to urge 
Washington, whose rejection of the pact 
in 2001 left it dependent on Russia's ap- 
proval, to rethink its position. 
"The fate ofthe Kyoto protocol depends 
‘on Russa. If we... rejected ratification, 
‘would become the ones to blame (for its 
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failure)" Deputy Foreign Minister Yuri Fe- 
dotov told the Cabinet meeting. 

A UN spokesperson said Secretary 
General Kofi Annan welcomed the Rus- 
sian move and "takes this occasion to 
remind the entire international com- 
munity of the need to bring a greater 
sense of urgency to this crucial issue of 
human security and well-being." 

Russia, which accounts for 17 percent 
of world emissions, has held the key to 
Kyoto's success since the US pullout. 

Kyoto becomes binding once it has 
been ratified by 55 percent ofthe signa- 
tories, which must altogether account 
for 58 percent of developed countries" 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

"The pact, so far ratified by 122 nations, 
has met the first condition, But they ac- 
count for only 44 percent of missions, 

Russi initially prevaricated on ratifica- 
tion. But in May Putin backed it in exchange 
for EU agreement on the terms of Moscow's 
admission to the World Trade Organization. 

“We warmly welcome the decision,” 


Nat n 


a European Commission spokesperson 
said in Brussels. He added that the EU 
was encouraging Washington to review 
its attitude to the pact. 

Environmentalists and experts were 
equally positive. . 

“Now he (Putin) can go down in hi 
toryas the savior (of Kyoto), said Beni- 
to Mueller, an expert for British-based 
think-tank the Royal Institute for Inter- 
national Affairs, 

‘Thursday's meeting left unanswered 
the question of when parliament could 
practically debate ratification. The head of 
the Duma's international affairs commit- 
tee, Konstantin Kosachey, suggested that 
was unlikely before the end of the year. 

‘There is no time limit for the Cabinet 
to send a ratification request to the Du- 
ma. Interfax said ministries linked to 
the environment had been given three 
months to work out practical measures 
arising from Russia's obligations. 

Proponents of Kyoto say that apart from. 
improving the environment worldwide, 
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crucial nod to Kyóto 


the pact would force Russia to upgrade in- 
dustry to new standards and help it eam 
billions of dollars selling excess quotas for 
gas emissions to polluters abroad. 

Opponents said Russia would lose out. 

“The Academy of Science confirms its po- 
sition that the protocol is not effective and 
gives us no advantages,” the head ofthe aca- 
demy's institute on climate change and ecol- 

208 Yuri aras, told the Cabinet meeting, 

‘Putin's economic adviser Andrei lari 
onov warned that new environmental 
standards would cost industry more and 
undermine the Kremlin's plan to double 
gross domestic product in 10 years. 

“Many economic calculations show 
that if the protocol is ratified, the dou- 
bling of GDP becomes impossible in the 
next 10 years,” Illarionov said. 

But Economie Development Minister 
German Gref, Harionovs rival for Putin's 
car said that when making the decison the 
Cabinet aimed at setting a good intemation- 
al precedent rather than focusing on eco- 
nomicor environmental oncems. Reuters 
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Terrorism 


VER since the gangland-style murder of Arturo 
E Tabara Sunday at the parking lot of ShoeMart 

Fairview, everyone from his friends and family to 
the police has been pointing at the New People’s Army as 
his most likely executioner. 

“The killing bore the signature of the NPA," one senior 
police official was saying. Police investigators noted that 

Tabara's assassination was carried out 
EDITORIAL with the same deadly efficiency as the 

earlier killings of Filemon Lagman and 
Romulo Kintanar. Like Tabara, both were erstwhile top 
leaders of the Communist Party of the Philippines until they 
had a falling out with the rebel group. Another senior po- 
lice officer said the evidence they had gathered indicated 
that Tabara was killed by the same group of highly trained 
assassins that gunned down Kintanar, the former chief of 
the NPA, in January last year inside a restaurant located a 
couple of hundred meters from the Quezon City ‘Hall 

Comrades of Tabara accused exiled CPP founder Jose 
Maria Sison of ordering the killing. ‘Joma wants to si- 
lence dissenters,” one of them said. Tabara's wife Veroni- 
ca said they had been warned that he was in the CPP- 
NPAs order of battle, which “meant they would punish. 
him with death.” 

‘The NPA has not done anything to disabuse the public 
of such suspicion. Not only has it not denied the accusa- 
tion, but its spokesperson Gregorio Rosal has admitted 
that an NPA unit had long been sent out to arrest Tabara 
so that he could be tried before a “people's court” for nu- 
merous offenses “against the people of Negros and Panay 
and the revolutionary movement.” Rosal theorized that 
Tabara could have been shot to death when the NPA ar- 
resting unit sensed that he was “armed and dangerous.” 

‘Although Rosal has said he was still waiting for confir- 
mation that the NPA made the hit, his vehement denuncia- 
tion of Tabara’s alleged crimes against the people and the 
CPP already sounds like an admission of guilt. But this 
time the CPP leadership is no longer gloating. In contrast, 
Rosal could hardly contain his glee after the Kintanar 
killing, citing it as an example of “revolutionary justice.” 
‘Then he boasted that “all traitors to the revolution cannot 
escape from retribution; sooner or later every traitor will 
pay for his blood debts to the people and the revolution.” 

Why the restraint and the seeming reluctance to admit 
responsibility for Tabara's killing? Why the lame attempt 
to pass it off as an act of self-defense? 

If there is anything the CPP leadership wants very bad- 
Jy, it is to have the terrorist tag withdrawn. That action 
taken by the United States government has not only cut 
off the pension and other privileges Sison had been get- 
ting from the Dutch government but also caused foreign 
fund contributions to the rebel movement to dry up. 

The Tabara killing obviously does not put them closer to 
that objective. For no matter what he did against the CPP 
cause, Tabara could hardly be classified as a combatant. 

Granted that Tabara had served as a military spy even 
while he was in the CPP as Rosal claimed, what about 
Stephen Ong? What blood debts had he accumulated? Is 
it now a crime against the people and the revolution to 
fall in love with a former comrade's daughter? 

The 19-year-old Silliman University student was with 
‘Tabara when he was shot to death, But his killers cannot 
claim he was an accidental victim or that his killing was 
in the nature of collateral damage. He took three bullets 
to Tabara's two. That was not an accidental death, It was 
cold-blooded and brutal murder. It was a terrorist act. 

Rosal and his comrades here and abroad know it. That 
is why they cannot come out and claim responsibility for 
the twin kill outright. 


Coming chaos 


A S the Antarctic ice is melting faster, rich countries, the only ones 


le to undertake efficient measures, including the United 
tates, maintain an attitude of indifference. The reason for this 
isthe high economic cost of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. It was 
because of this that the United States rejected the Kyoto Protocol 
F Meanwhile, rising sea levels threaten the small 
Pacific Ocean archipelago of Tuvalu, and houses 
OREIGN i Alaska built on the meling permafrost are be- 
COMMENT ginning to crack. No big catastrophes are insight 
in the shor term, but it is certain that chaos in the 
coming decades can only be avoided if measures are undertaken now. 
Even if the United States finally decides to sign the Kyoto Protocol, 
it will not be enough. Kyoto is already an insufficient answer to a 
problem much bigger than was feared. 
O Globo (Rio de Janeiro, Brasil) 
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The folly of legislative investigations > ' 


NOW thatthe new Congress has distributed its 
committee chairs among its favored members, 
you can expect them to start showing off again 

the exercise of their right of legislative inves- 
igation. This is now expressly limited by the 
Constitution, but that is no hindrance to legis- 
hators who believe that this power is an oppor- 
tunity for them to impress their constituents 
and the public in general. Many of them be 
lieve in their supposed abilities (supposed by 
them) as experienced cross-examiners and feel 
the people should know about their hidden tal- 
ent. 

The art of cross-examination is something 
that eludes even the most experienced lawyers 
as one of them demonstrated at the Estrada 
impeachment trial when he tried to catch a 
witness in a lie. The witness was too clever for 
him, however, and it was he who retreated 
with his reputation in tatters. But such humili- 
ation does not intimidate our pretentious law- 
makers, who believe that their election entitles 
them to act foolishly in the once august halls of 
Congress. Thus, you can expect them to ask the 
most stupid questions, and in the most 
pompous manner, to the hushed admiration of 
their bakya admirers. 

1do not include al the members of Congress 
in this observation, for there are indeed a 
goodly number of them who deserve the re- 
spect of the public. But they sil constitute a 
small minority of the generally bungling roster 
that is a disgrace to the Filipino people. The 
trouble with the legislature is that all its mem- 
bers have an equal right to speak, even foolish- 
ly and each of them may invoke parliamentary 
immunity to escape deserved punishment for 
his (or her) shameful conduct. Their language 
may be "propesterous, but they are the elect 
of the people whose voice is, in most cases, de- 
scribed sacrilegiously as the voice of God. 

"The power of legislative investigation used 
to be one of the most effective fund-raising 
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schemes of the old Congress, an engine for 
malice of its less than worthy members, or at 
the very least, an opportunity for grandstand- 
ing. The Constitution now wisely lays down 
express restrictions to prevent its abuse, to wit, 
itmust be conducted in aid of legislation, in ac- 
cordance with pre-existing rules of procedure, 
and with proper respect for those attending or 
affected by it. Still, the power continues to be 
exercised with little regard for public senti- 
ment and public funds. 

In fairness, some notable legislative investi- 
gations have redounded to the public good by 
‘exposing and correcting irregularities. A mem- 
‘rable example was the probe of the purchase 
ofthe Tambobong-Buenavistaestae for which 
Congress appropriated P400,000 to whom the 
witness Jean Arnault could not remember pay: 
ing; he was, for his forgetfulness, held in con- 
tempt of the Senate and ordered imprisoned 
indefinitely until his memory improved. 
(Whatever happened to him?) 

Other investigations have not been as signif- 
icant or even serious. One recalls with amuse- 
ment the investigation of the so-called Brunei 
beauties, the scrape of the NCAA basketball 
players, the non-admission by a Catholic uni- 
versity of a sexy starlet who made a sensation- 
al personal appearance in Congress, and the 
alleged unhealthy processing of taho. Only re- 
cently, Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, chair of the com- 
mittee on labor employment and human re- 
sources, investigated the employment of pros- 


titutes and their congressional customers who 
had so cheapened the legislature. 

While these investigations were taking 
place, the national economy continued to 
plummet, peace and order deteriorated, and 
graft and corruption increased on all levels of 
the government. 

There are two legislative investigations 1 
have followed with keen interest that have 
produced exactly nothing to date. The first is 
the Lacson investigation that was begun three 
years ago and is still on indefinite hold today. 
‘The other is the investigation of noise pollu- 
tion by the airplanes flying over Merville, 
where 1 live, and other neighboring subdi 
sions in Paranaque. 

"The investigation of Lacson by three Senate 
committees was concluded on Sept. 5, 2001, 
and was calendared by majority floor leader 
Loren Legarda for deliberation by the Senate. 
plenary several times, It was blocked as many 
times, the last by Sen. Tito Sotto, until Legarda 
herself joined the opposition. Legarda and Sot- 
to and Sen. Robert Barbers, the chair of the 
lend investigating committee, are no longer in 
the Senate, and the Lacson case is now in rigor. 
moris. 

‘The Blue Ribbon Committee that investi- 
gated the intrusion of the noisy airplanes re- 
ceived the solemn promise of the Air Trans- 
portation Office to limit their flights between 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. daily, but we are still 
awakened by these nuisances at 5 a.m. or 
even earlier, and on Sundays too. We have 
complained to Sen. Joker P Arroyo, the com- 
mittee chair, but even he seems to be power. 
less against the owners of Cebu Pacific and 
Air Philippines, who must be untouchable 
So how aboutus ordinary citizens of Merville 
in our besieged and defenseless area? We are 
expendable. 

‘And so another Congress has begun (and re- 
cessed), and the comedy continues. 


What women want 


“MOTHER knows best" is the converitional 
wisdom when it comes to family matters 
Those who, with the eternal confidence of 
youth, thought that their mothers were just not 
‘with it and ignored their advice (nagging, they 
would call it), generally end up wishing that 
they had paid alittle more attention. 

‘The government and the Catholic Church 
seem to be making the mistake that those 
cocky, overconfident children made. They 
have been treating mothers in particular, and 
women in general, as if they didn't have all 
their marbles on an issue in which these insti- 
tutions have no comparative advantage as far 
as expertise or even hands-on experience is 
concerned: the size of her family. And itis clear 
to anyone who looks at the figures that they 
have cause to regret their attitude. Unfortu- 
nately, the two institutions seem to continue to 
be blind to their error, to the country's great 
cost. 

Let's start with our population growth rates. 
From the 1960s up to 1990, population growth 
showed a (slowly) decelerating path, from 
3,08 percent between 1960 and 1970, to 2.71 
percent between 1970 and 1980, to 2.35 per- 
cent berween 1980 and 1990. But between 
1990 and 2000, the deceleration stopped. Pop- 
ulation grew by 2.36 percent, o at roughly the 
same pace as in the previous decade. Compare 
this performance with say, South Korea, Thai- 
land and Indonesia, which (this from Herrin. 
‘and Pernia, in the Balisacan and Hill book "The. 
Philippine’ Economy: Development, Policies 
and Challenges") had similar high growth 
rates in the 19605 and 1970s, but had brought 
these down to 0.9 percent, 1.0 percent, and 1.3 
percent, respectively in the 19905. 

In the mid-1980s, it was said that the Philip- 
pines was misplaced in Asia because its perfor- 
‘mance was more in tune with Latin American. 
countries (we were the only country in this 
part of the world that had a debi crisis, which 
was being experienced by the whole of 
America), Now, with regard to population mat- 
ters, the Philippines looks like it is misplaced in 
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‘Asia as well its performance being more in line 
with that of Middle Eastern and North African 
countries (average population growth rate or 
paga at 24 percent) than with those in East 
Asia and the Pacific (average 1.2 percent). Itis 
also behaving more like a low-income (aver- 
age pig: 2.1 percent, lower even than ours) 
developing country than a middle-income de- 
veloping country where it is classified (average 
pag. 1.3 percent). 

“That our population growth rates did not 
decelerate in the 1990s—and there is no rea- 
son to believe that it has started decelerating in 
the current decade--clearly reflects the failure 
of our population policy (if any). As a result, 
the negative impact of the deepening fiscal cri- 
sis has been exacerbated, as illustrated by 
What is happening in education. 

Asa percentage of GDR the budget for edu- 
cation has been shrinking, from 2.9 percent in 
2001 to 2.3 percent in 2004. The amount all 
cated has grown in nominal terms, but this has. 
been eaten up by inflation, so that in 2004, the 
education pie, in real terms, actually contract- 
ed (nominal growth rate of 2.9 percent, inf 
tion rate of 4.5 percent, therefore real growth 
Fate of 1.6). With population growing at the 
rate of 2.4 percent, that means that real per 
capita expenditures on education have con- 
tracted by 4 percent. Which in turn translates 
into fewer books, equipment, classrooms, 
teachers, etc., the bottom line being an even 
poorer quality of education than the one cur- 
rently obtaining. The long-term implications 
on the quality of the labor force—and on their 
income-earning potential—are terrifying. 


So, what do mothers and their wishes have 
to do with allthis? Well, the principal source of 
a fast-growing population is a high total fertili- 
ty rate (TFR), the number of births per woman. 
It was 6 births per woman in 1973, 5.1 in 1983, 
4.1 in 1993, 3:7 in 1998, and 3.5 percent in 
2003--figures which speak for themselves 
‘Again, Philippine TFR is more similar to Mid- 
die East and North Africa (3.7 in 1997) than to 
East Asia and the Pacific (2.1). 

But get this: While actual TER in 1998 was 
37, what the women wanted, as per the 1998 
National Demographic and Health Survey, was 
2/7. In other words, if the women had their 
druthers, they would rather have had one few- 
er child than they actually had. The 1998 Sur- 
‘vey results (the 2003 Survey has not been com- 
pletely analyzed yet) showed that not only did 
half (51.4 percent) of women want no more 
children, but also that of the births in the five 
years preceding the survey, more than one- 
fourth (26.9 percent) were not wanted at the 
time (the women would have preferred that 
they had been spaced further), and almost 
one-fifth (18.2 percent) were not wanted at 
all, 

Has the government, has the Catholic 
Church (itis noteworthy that the imams in this 
country have issued a fatwah strongly encour- 
aging family planning, including both artificial 
and natural methods of contraception, focus- 
ing on the welfare of mother and child) lis- 
tened to the women? Obviously not. Not only, 
it seems, are the means for preventing or spac- 
ing pregnancies inaccessible to these women, 
but to add insult to injury, the available meth- 
ods (or those that are encouraged) are not ef- 
fective. 

"This is literally a deadly combination. Ma- 
ternal mortality rates in the country are four 
times that of Thailand, and itis estimated that 
almost one-third of those are abortiomrelated, 
Desperate women have to take matters in their 
own hands, because they get no attention or 
the wrong kind of attention. 

Remember, mothers know best 
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LIKE the rest ofthe world, Isat up and watched the. 
first of three presidential debates between US can- 
didates George W. Bush and John Kerry. The de- 
bate revolved around Iraq and homeland security, 
over which issue Bush has sprinted ahead in vari- 
‘us polls with over 50 points versus 37 points for 
Kerry. This issue has been conceded by pollsters to 
Bush, but in the debate, Kerry came across rather 
strongly, promising to finish the war there, while 
Bush realistically couldn't put a "deadline" to the 
jullout of troops. As expected, Bush, as the incum- 
Bent, was on the defensive: But he wied to counter 
by repeatedly hammering on the campaign line 
that Kerry was indecisive and wishy-washy on the 
Iraq ssue. The world awaits the poll results on that 
first debate, but Td say Kerry won points there. The 
next debate will be tougher for Bush who is lag- 
ging behind on the economic issue. 

World oil prices rose to a record price 
$50.47 a barrel last Tuesday and sadly experts 
don't know at what price it would stabilize. As 
everyone knows, the world price of oil is af 
fected by a number of events in confluence or 
alignment in the largest oil-producing coun- 
tries. Some weeks back, it was the financial 
woes of Russia's largest oil company, Yukos, 
that sent prices soaring. This was followed by 
the flare-up of hostilities in Iraq involving the 
iilang groups there, and the political insta- 
bility of the rule of President Hugo Chavez in 
Venezuela. Last Tuesday s record price was at 
tributed to a Nigerian rebel group's demand 
for a stop to oil production. All these events 
contribute to the disruption of oil production, 
‘which, in turn, leads to higher prices. 


A spokesperson of an energy research group 
abroad was quoted as saying, "The market is 
much tighter today than its been since 1973 
(when the oil crisis first emerged). Unlike in 
1973, 1979 or 1990, the market today is going 
through a demand shock, nota political shock.” 
Obviously that demand shock comes from 
newly industrialized countries such as China and 
India, which aggravated the traditional high de- 
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mand at this time for winter stockpiling in the 
temperate countries. But the spol m also 
said something both revealing and alarming for 
small countries in Asia such as the Philippines 
(our oil tion runs up to between 
300,000 and 350,000 barrels a day), whose 
economies could suffer sharp economic growth 
cuts if the rise in oil prices were to be sustained. 
"The market is not thinking long term,” he said. 
"Its thinking day to day" Meaning, supply is de- 
pendent on the politically destabilizing events in 
the oil-producing nations, and there seems to be 
a newone each day. 

Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit called up to 
thank this columnist for taking up the cudgels 
for him against Thai Sen. Mechai Veravaidya, 
who had castigated him and the Arroyo ad- 
ministration for “lacking the will” to distribute 
condoms to control the spread of AIDS and the 
burgeoning population. 1 said Veravaidya 
ought to go home and confront the terrible sit- 
uation in his country, where the condom cam- 
paign appears to have encouraged even more 
prostitution, Over a million people are be 
lieved to be HIV positive in Thailand, a situa- 
tion that has alarmed the World Health Orga- 
nization. 

Dayrit stressed that each culture has to be 
considered. If the wanton distribution of con- 
doms works wel for Thailand, as Veravaidya- 
paints it to be, in RB Dayrit said, such an ap- 
proach cannot be effective as its too direct 

could go against religious sensibilities. 
What will work better for. our people, he 
opined, isa multi-sectoral, multi-agency infor- 
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mation and education campaign not just about 
AIDS but also other diseases such as TB, 
measles, etc. at the barangay level. Dayrit said 
the Department of Health has been doing this 
and will push iteven more. He recalled that he 
worked at the barangay level back in the late 
1970s as a fresh graduate and he's 
confident he knows it pretty well. 

‘The recent spate of killings of Filipino journalists 
has caught the attention of international media 
groups. One of them, the Asla Pacific desk of the 
‘Wout Bundes opined Grog sce Vi 

t its chief, Vin- 
cent Brossel, that the murders can be linked to the. 
Philippine political system. Brossel was quoted as 
saying, “Corruption and the use of violence are un; 
fortunately part of the political game and culture: 
Local leaders are sometimes linked to the Mafia 
groups, so they are ready to use the same intimida- 
‘ton techniques.” Brossel recommended that Manila 
strengthen the police and give enough resources to 
thé justice department to be independent, fair and 
efficient. Good suggestion. 

An earlier item here related that during the 
latter part of the Smokey Mountain heari 
where former President Fidel Ramos testified, 

Miriam Santiago received a note, perhaps 
from a media person, informing her of the 
deadline for stories. She was then seen leavi 
the room and I someone else's obser- 
vation that she “converted that exit into a 
Hab Pak ad MM maba 
ago's staff, denied this, asserting that it was 
her staff that raised an inquiry with her. He al- 
so said the senator's husband, Jun Santiago, 
was there to: his wife but never set foot 
‘on the media center, and that she left the hear- 
ing “because she knew that she would not be 
getting answers from Mr. Ramos responsive to 
the issues raised.” Antes said FVR was “evi- 
dently and consistently evasive of the legal 
questions by senators present at the 
hearing. That the media flocked to follow 
(Santiago) was incidental.” 


Awholesale slander 


THINK natural family planning is easy and, uhh- 
mm, natural? 

‘Take it from a friend who recently gave birth 
some seven years after her last pregnancy. "We 
have two college degrees and a masters in busi- 
ness between us, she said in exasperation shortly 
after finding out she was pregnant. “And still we 
couldn't make NFP work!” 

After being advised to get off the pil, her hus- 
band and she decided that he would undergo a 
vasectomy but, being a busy executive, he could 
never seem to find the time for the procedure. In 
the meantime, they decided to practice NFP 
which, despite all their preparation, they just 
couldn't seem to get the hang of. "And donteven 
have an excuse,” she added. “Because I'm a like a 
Swiss watch. İm so regular!” 

T wonder if the author of, or the committee 
which approved, a document purporting to answer 
“Frequently Asked Questions on Responsible Par- 
enthood/Natural Family Planning” issued by the 
Family Health Office of the Department of Health 
was aware of my friend's story--and those of hun- 
dreds of thousands of other women with a similar 
plot line and common ending: pregnancy If he or 
she or they did, they wouldn't then have written 
that “when properly applied, modern NFP has been 
found to be more effective than any artificial ap- 
proach, except irreversible surgical sterilization.” 

‘The caveat, of course, is the phrase "when prop- 
erly applied." For unlike remembering to take a pill 
once a day, or having an IUD inserted and periodi- 
cally checked, or wearing a contraceptive patch or 
a condom, the application of NFP is notoriously 
complicated and involves the most unpredictable 
of factors: human behavior and desire. 


WOMEN who've "failed" at NFP that is, gotten 
pregnant despite their efforts, have told me 
that it wasn’t only because their husbands re- 
fused to cooperate or came home drunk and 
insisting on sex. It wasn't even because their 
husbands were violent and coerced them into 
sex or just raped them, although that, too, is 
more common than we think. The women got 
pregnant because they, too, were horny on an 
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NEP: These couples, it says, 
to be more relaxed, comfortable and 
loving with each other because they do not suf- 
fer from shame or loss of selfesteem, nor fear 
of the failure of the method since they are total- 
ly in charge, nor any doubt or suspicion of mar- 
ital infidelity that has been known to accompa- 
ny the use of contraceptives or sterilization.” 

On what were these assertions based? Cer- 
tainly, couples motivated to use NFP would say 
they are “relaxed, comfortable and loving, 
while they're using the method. But how was 
the comparison made with coupies using other 
‘modern methods? Judging from my own expe- 
rience, and the stories women have told me, 
NER öy because determining an “un- 
safe” day depends so much on one’s interpre- 
tation of often ambiguous signs, would tend to 
cause more anxiety, tension and recrimination 
than other more convenient methods. 

‘And what proof does the Department of 
Heath bawe thet couples practicing NEP are 
more faithful or trusting than those using: 
er methods or no methods at all? How can 
wife be sure, for instance, that on days of absti- 
nence her husband does not seek solace in the 
arms of another? 


FIDELITY to one's partner it determined by the 
method of family planning you use. Your roving 
eye will not be quelled by periodic abstinence. 
And if you're the jealous, possessive type, you'd 


Like lemmings to the 


LET us begin by stating that the current public 
sector debt is estimated at more than PS trillion 
and that the present situation is not merely a 
question of one crisis but multiple ones. 

Having said that, pardon me for asking a couple 
‘of naive questions, but everyone's asking them, so 
perhaps should also ask them. The first is, why in 
the name of austerity was it necessary to bring two 
grandchildren barely two years of age with their 
two yayas on a state visit? The second is, was it re- 
ally necessary, given the need to lead by example, 
for the President to attend the Brunei wedding 
when the King and Queen of Thailand sent their 
regrets and had their ambassador bring their pre- 
sent instead? The third is, how does one describe 
Winston Garcia supposedly borrowing P1.2 mil- 
lion from the GSIS, the agency which he may not 
head much longer, to buy a foreign-made car at 
this time? The fourth is, why did the Senate have 
to investigate the female “escorts” whose photos 
landed on the front pages? The last was, we tak 
in aid of legislation with Sen. Luisa Estrada sup- 
posedly wanting to know, "Magkano isang 
ganoon?” (For the benefit of non-Tagalogs that i, 
“How much for one f...k?") I mean, thats really 
relevant and it should bring in more foreign invest- 
ments and create more jobs. Or were the senators 
merely amusing themselves because they haven't 
any answers to the problems? Is there a national 
crisis or is the crisis only for the common man? 

T happened to pick up a copy of the Sept. 27 is- 
sue of Time magazine on Shanghai where they 
claim that the new financial district, Pudong, sits 
‘on what was marshland 15 years ago. This year 
alone, $12 billion in contracted foreign direct in- 
vestment is expected, nearly 40 times that in 
1985. From 1998 to 2002, 10,000 foreign compa- 
nies have set up shop in Pudong. I would perhaps 
be more sympathetic to the Senate if they had dis- 
cussed why investors aren't breaking down our 
doors and creating those badly needed jobs for 
the 11 million unemployed Filipinos, not to men- 
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tion the underemployed. Hasn't anyone won- 
dered if we aren't doing something wrong? If so 
‘what can we do to remedy the situation? Or is it 
too late to avert the dissolution ofthe Republic? 

You can, it seems, trace most of our deficit 
problems to lousy management in the form of in- 
efficient and poorly targeted government spend- 
ing. More than 80 percent of the national budget 
is swallowed up by local government units, the 
salaries of government employees and, of course, 
debt servicing. At this point, there's not much the 
senators can do for social development or invest- 
ment in infrastructure, except En gere 
their pork barrel perhaps. No 
Bad to amuse themselves somehow. 

1 don't have to tell you we're lagging behind 
most of Southeast Asia economically. Filipinos 
who've been to Vietnam know that we're being 
out-distanced in a way that takes your breath 
away. Just to sober you up some more: from 
2001 io 2003, we received $900 million in di 
rect foreign investments, down from the aver- 
age of $1.2 billion in 1998 to 2000. Vietnam re- 
ceived almost double that amount and Thailand 
nearly three times as much. Think of Winston 
supposedly buying himself a new Volvo, and it's 
enough to make you puke. 

So its not a mere fiscal crisis we've got on our 
hands. By January when textile quotas are abol- 
ished, we are going to lose a significant portion of 
‘our garment export trade to China. Of the Philip- 
pines three million workers in manufacturing, 
400,000 textile workers could be affected. Tex- 


suspect your spouse of philandering even if 
You're a stalwart of Couples for Christ. To smear 
users of modem family planning wholesale as un- 
happy and frustrated is a slander of such huge 
proportions 1 wouldn't be surprised if a class ac- 
itis soon filed against the DOH. 
Logic would tell us that a couple for whom the 
fear of pregnancy is quelled by the use of a safe, re- 
liable and convenient method and are thus more 
freely able to express their love and desire for each 
other would be much happier and secure in their 
relationship than if they worried about the possi 
Diy of each time they have sex. 
Logic would tell us that a family that is of he 
“right” size—according to the couple's choice and 
desire, their ability to provide for the children's 
well-being, the amount of time, effort and loving 
they can put into child rearing—would be a hap- 
pier, healthier, more loving family. 
us that if a method of 
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tiles account for a tenth of the Philippines’ export 
revenue, down from a sixth in 1995 (aside from 
our debts and the exploding population every- 
thing else seems to be down). However, since the 
industry is very labor-intensive, the social and po- 
litical value of clothing production is still signifi- 
cant. Can you imagine our unemployment figures 
in less than six months? Maybe we can just apply 
to be a vassal state to China, if we aren't already, 
unless our legislators have any brighter ideas. 

In despair some of us want to shift from a highly 
centralized government with clear separation of 
powers toa unicameral parliamentary form of gov- 
emment under a federal system. One advantage 
according to a cynic is that it will be cheaper with 
fewer people to bribe. Others think that due to our 
contentious politics, the government will not be 
stable because of frequent opposition calls for a no- 
confidence vore. But Lordly Lord, what good will it 
ous when it wil sill be the usual suspectsin pow- 
‘er? That doesn't appear to leave us any options. 1 
don't know if anyone wants to hear it, but increas- 
ingly, Filipinos appear to see their government as 
‘unable or unwilling to curb corruption and provide 


efficient, accountable governance. Fm not going to 


mention the POGG because between them and 
Winston Tm going to have hysterics. 

Now if our present group of leaders would say 
that none of them would run for office after they 
‘convene a constitutional convention and come up 
With a new constitution, then perhaps it might 
jus work. 

You realize of course that we have a crisis in 
leadership as well and that even if leaders may be 
democratically elected (albeit in a skewered man- 
ner) they appear to lack the ability to rule effec- 
tively. Given their perceived lack of competence, 
professionalism, not to mention patriotism and vi 
Sion (For good measure throw in the bureaueracy 
too in that assessment), what do we do? 


‘Comments to bambiharper@yahoo.com 
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Good start 


INSIDE the University of the Philippines campus, 1 usually 
hang out at a place that is also frequented by street children 
asking for food and money. It is quite disconcerting to see 
them, because you never are quite certain if the right thing to 
do is to give or to refuse. You see them every day. Should you 


sive yourloose change freely? 


‘Tam aware that giving money to street children is discour- 


aged even by chari- 
table agencies, Bur 
you feel guilty telling 
dark, malnourished 
children that you do 
not have money to 
spare even if you do. 
"The realization that 
you have so much 
while they have so 
litde gnaws at your 
conscience. 


R. Kilayko 


Sometimes, 1 end 


up giving loose change. Most of the time, however, I just 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 
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them whatever is left of my take-out lunch, At other times, 1 
give them my empty water bottle so that they will eam a few 


centavos from selling it. 


‘There are two children 1 have been giving food or mon- 
ey more or less on a regular basis. I refer to them as the 


banana-cue boys. 


The older of these boys is probably 12 or 13 years old, 
though he looks too small for his age. fist met him when he 
suddenly blocked my way as stepped off the jeepney. 

“Ate, bili po kayo, he pleaded. “Isa na lang po ang natitira 


at gusto ko na pong umuwi!” 


Trarely eat food sold on the streets, especially one as polk 
luted with exhaust emission as Katipunan. So I told him, 


“Hindi ako kumakain eh. 


“Di ako na lang po ang kakain!” he offered. “Pwede, Ate 


Gusto ko na pong umuwi.” 


‘The sun had almost set and it had started drizzling, Who wa 


Ito keep the young boy from going home? I bought a stick from, 
the boy so he could eat it. was smiling as I walked away. 
It made sense to me. I was not giving money to one who 


was unde 


ing. He earned it by selling his product with a 


lot of persistence. However, rather than simply having an ex- 
change of goods (money and food), I got to give him food! It, 
made me happy to know that if he had nothing else to eat 


that day atleast he had that banana-cue. 


1 have been seeing him and his younger companion quite 
often lately. They have become even bolder. Rather than ask 
me to buy from them, they sometimes now ask me to buy 


something for them. I am nei 


er shocked nor affronted by 


their presumption. | actually enjoy buying their banana-cues 


for them! 


Thave read somewhere that there is no such thing as real 
altruism, which means helping or giving purely for the sake 
of the other without any selfish motive. İ do not know if his 
is true, but I confess that giving what litle 1 have makes me 
feel good. Is giving then a selfish act? Giving? Do I give sim- 
ply toderive pleasure from doing something good? 


1 have not examined my motives closely, but it does no 


‘matter to me. Whatever my reasons, 1 am just glad that 
someone else benefits rom my selfish actions. So what if! do 
it to feel good? From my own self-centered pleasure, a child 


‘who does not have much gets to eat atleast. 


Poverty is so pervasive in our country and many children 
are suffering. Asa student, Tam unable to do much for them, 
but 1 believe that every good deed, no matter how small, 
counts. For now all can afford is to give leftover food or buy. 
'banana-cue for the young street vendors themselves. It looks 


like a good place to start. 


Giscelle Maryrose R. Kilayko, 19, is a psychology sophomore at 


the University ofthe Philippines, Diliman. 


To give or not to give 


Diana Mae Fulgencio 


ON MY way to Divisoria one summer day, 1 got caught in a 


trafic jam. It was real 


iating. Imagine all the smoke and 


ly 
the charter of impatient drivers and the heat. We were just 
there waiting, when suddenly a young boy in tattered 
clothes got on the jeepney and started to wipe the passen. 


gers’ shoes with a 


"When the jeepney was about to move, 


the boy extended his left arm to us in a gesture of begging. 

1 was struck with his appearance. He looked pale and thin 
and pitiful. His eyes reflected the hunger that was slowly 
kiling his young body. Ar his age and in his condition, he 


should not have been out in the streets. 


When he extended a trembling hand to me, my own hand 
was already inside my wallet. But a woman seated beside, 
spoke up and said: "Dont give alms to those kids. You are 
spoiling their parents. The parents of those kids are probably 
jus playing cards in their homes or drinking with their neigh- 


‘bors. All they know is how to reproduce.” 


Twas torn between giving the child the PS coin I was hold- 
ing and following the woman's advice. She seemed to be 
sure about what she was saying. I had just come from the 
province. Although I read newspapers and watch television, 
my knowledge regarding child labor was not good enough to 


enable me to make a quick decision. 


Now in my second year in the city, I still cannot forget the 
incident. already know that what the woman said was large- 
ly correct. I know that there are parents who are so lazy they 
just let heir children do the responsibility of providing for the. 
family. Others have also told me that many of those kids work 
with syndicates and that the money we give only end up it 


the pockets of people who are criminally inclined. 


Buz every time 1 remember how the boy looked that day 


and how I turned him Laway stil feel gil 


wonder what 


has happened to the boy. Did his parents whip him when he, 
‘came home penniless? Is he still alive today? If he is, is he liv- 


ing a more comfortable life now? 
Ilivein a dormitory is 


ide an exclusive schoo! for girls. 1 do- 


mot go out that much—just once every month, But almost ev- 
ery time take a jeepney, a child would come up to me begging 
for whatever 1 am willing to give. And still I am not sure. 
whether should give him some money or just rum him away. 
Such encounters are, of course, quite ordinary. But while 
the more fortunate among us are busy with their cell phones, 
or buying “kikay” stuff, perhaps we should take time to think” 
abour the children who are trying to make a living in the 
streets, Their number seems to be growing. What can we do 


tohelp them? 
Look around and see these kids going aroun« 


di and knock 


ing at the windows of cars stuck in traffic. Is there hope for 


their future? 


Diana Mae Fulgencio, 18, is a religious education sophomore. 


at St. Paul University 
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A clear indication 
of a serious moral crisis 


POPE John Paul II said that terrorism is 
and always will be a show of ferocity and 
that precisely for this reason—it will 
never be able to solve conflicts among hu- 
‘man beings. Only reason and love are the 
valid means of surpassing and resolving 
disputes between people. No situation of 
injustice, no feeling of frustration, no phi- 
losophy or religion can justify such an 
aberration. 

‘The explosion of violent incidents we 
are witnessing around the world is the re- 
sult of scandalous injustices and imbal- 
ances that create the climate for unbi 
‘led revenge. When fundamental rights 
are violated, it is easy to fall prey to temp- 
tations of hatred and violence. Nonethe- 
less, we must keep in check our base im: 
pulses and together work to build a global 
culture of solidarity that restores hope in 
the future in all peoples, especially the 
young 

Tam thinking not only of economic sys- 
tems but also ofthe laws which, under the 


guise of justice, violate the fundamental 
rights of individuals (e.g the unborn and 
the aged through abortion, genetic ma- 
nipulation and euthanasia). Such laws do 
not lead to freedom; they are rather cata- 
sts for aggression. They assault our 
moral sensibilities, leading us subtly un 
aware into corruption. 

‘To claim, for example, the right to 
abortion, or to recognize that right in law, 
means to give human freedom a perverse 
and evil significance: an absolute power 
over others and against others. 

Many expressed shock over the recent 
massacre of innocent children in Russi, 
but few seem concerned that millions 
more of children—the most innocent of 
innocents--are being lawfully killed each 
day through abortion in hospitals and 
clinics around the globe—and in the most 
‘gruesome manner. 

This is because, today, in many peo- 
ples consciences, the evilness of abor- 
tion has become progressively obscured 


OPINION 
LETTERS "i 


The acceptance of abortion in the popu- 
Jar mind, in behavior and in law itselfis a. 
telling sign of an extremely dangerous 
crisis of the moral sense, which is becom 
ing more and more incapable of distin- 
guishing between good and evil, even 
when the fundamental right to life is at 
stake 

Given such a grave situation, we 
need, now more than ever, to have the 
courage to look the truth in the eye and 
to call things by their 
without yielding to conv 
mises or to the temptation of self-decep- 
tion. 

Terrorism is not only found in places 
like New York, Spain, Irag, Israel and Rus- 
sia but in our own home towns and in 
families. This, ultimately, is where terror- 
ism begins and where it must be cur- 
tailed. 


—PAULKOKOSKI, 
234 Columbia Drive, 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
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What will it take to solve the fiscal crisis? 


TAMa simple housewife and, just like ev- 
ery Filipino, 1 am very much conceined 
about the present state of our nation. 

Need we experience a catastrophe be- 
fore we learn to live and work together in. 
the spirit of cooperation? 

A week before the idea of a Bayanihan 
Fund was raised, 1 asked my husband if it 
were possible to solve our financial crisis 
through a fund drive of some sort. The 
thought came to my mind noting peoples 
willingness to share something with the 
hapless in times of calamities. He gave a 
negative answer, saying our debts are just 
far too high. He even opined that what we 
need is a war so as to bring down the con 


tinuously growing population and, per-, 


haps, eventually bring about change of 
some kind. 

Donations are now pouring in from all 
sectors yet there are doubts and mistrust 
among the citizenry as to how these dona- 
tions will be put to use. So, may 1 call the 
attention of government people. It seems 
your morality quotient is very low and 
you need some kind of inner overhauling. 

Crisis comes because somehow, some- 
where, someone committed a blunder, a 
mistake. As for our country these mistakes 
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group are 


isin reaction to d 
move of SM not to shot 
in its chain of theaters. 


movies. 


worth which oftenti 
by sex movies. People do s 
after watching these 


flection of problems in 
media and polities. 


President 
days. 1 wonder how a national 
leader can flash such smile in the 
face of the shameless begging for 
financial help to save our coun- 


itstateofthena- 
tion, the President should look 
composed but not proud and hap- 
py. For she has nothing to be proud 
and happy about her administra 
tion's loans which are much big: 
ger than the combined borrow- 
ings during the Ramos and Estra- 


One can't help thinking now 
that she borrowed a lot of money 
to make it appear that her transi- 
tion government was doing well in 
order to get ahead in the pre-elec- 
if not to provide 

the cash cows 


This is the reason why cheap la 
is flourishing in our country and 
why many degree holders are un- 
employed. Also, this is one of the 
main reasons why our skilled labor- 
ers are forced to find job abroad. 
"Those in the 35-and-above age 
nes most affected by 


As parents, we are deeply 
grateful for being spared the em- 
barrassment of having to shield 
our children from watching the 
preview of sex films when we 
bring them to see children's 


We need to keep our sense of 
esis eroded 


movies, they do feel "dir 
‘And if you compare, movie houses 
showing sex films are indeed dirti- 
er than those showing quali 


Non-transparent, corrupt, dishonest 


THE ROW berween Roberto Ro. 
mulo and Max Soliven is just the 
tip of the iceberg. I think it is a re- 

ilippine 


"The debate is not whether citi- 
zens have the right to reply to at 
tacks or not. For the politicians and 
big businesses, the main conces 
bow to shield themselves from crit- 
icisms and artacks from fellow 
politicians as they all viciously 
fight to rob the national coffers. 

1 think the Philippine press is 


come in the form of graft and corruption, 
misuse, abuse and disuse of resources, in: 
competent people and abuse of power. In 
every government, these seem ever pre- 
sent. Power and money do open a person 
totoo much temptation. İm not saying our 
government is completely corrupt. Theres 
are sil a few good men in there. 

We are, indeed, in a time of crisis and? 
we have to deal with it Face it and think: 
of possible solutions and implement them: 
when feasible. But why isit that instead of- 
cooperating with each other, we keep om 
pointing an accusing finger at each other? 
‘That solves nothing and only cause fur- 
ther animosity and hurt egos, triggering: 
more charges and countercharges 

1 came across these lines somewhere 
and, perhaps, we should bear these in 
mind: “If things have gone awry, let nei- 
ther of us put an accusing finger. Whois to 
blame is not important, only how shall we 
ser the situation right.” 

So, once again, let me ask the question: 
Need we experience a catastrophe before 
we learn to live and work together in the. 
spirit of cooperation? 


—MARILES C. SIM, 
siles@edsamailcom.ph 


How to bail out GMA 
from the fiscal crisis 


in her campaign for the presidency. 
Tf her massive borrowings are con- 
nected to the crisis we are in, she 
aggravates the offense and makes 
it doubly hurdul by holding our en- 
tire nation hostage under threat of 
economic death if we don’t agree 
to bail her out of her own crime by 
paying new taxes. 

‘The nation is caught between 
the devil and the deep blue sea. 
With the unresolved questions on 
her alleged cheating to win the 
2004 elections, the exposés on the 
fat salaries of GOCC officals and 
her controversial appointments; 1 
am appalled that this administra- 
tion has the gall to offer us a 
dreadful, bitter pill to bring us out 
of the fiscal crisis 

—ADI BAEN SANTOS, 
1088 E Roxas Sty 
Caloocan City 


Age does matter 


HERE in our country, people who 
reach the age of 35 and above are 
nor given equal job opportunities 
You'll notice this when you look at 
the classified ads section of the 
newspapers. Employees are very 


the economic crisis: they have chil- 
dren they must feed and send to 
school, never mind the high cast of 
In other countries, every 
person has an equal chance of get- 
ting ajob. Lawmakers should passa 
law to protect a person from being 
discriminated because of age. 

We must not underestimate 
people just because of their age. 
For as long as they are capable, 
they must be given a chance t0 

heir worth. 
-AYRINEM. DAZO, 
aye 04@yahoo.com 


Cleaning the movie houses 


laudable 
sex films 


movies. Its time, perhaps, to ask 
he cleaners? 

Paging the Ayalas and Gokong- 
weis! Let us try even just for one 
year: ban sex films and violent 
films from our theaters. 

Filipinos are impressionable. 
Armida Siguion-Reyna and others 
can pontificate till hell freezes 
over, but the reality is chat Fil- 
ipinos are great imitators. They 
want to be led to follow good ex- 
amples, and they want to become 
the persons they often see in the 
movies, television, etc. 

—MA. CHRISTINA LIM, 
98 MH del Pilar St., 
West Grace Park, Caloocan City 


not independent because: 

* Itis being used asa publicity 
and lobby tool for politicians and 
big business. 

sə Ic is owned by vested inter 
ests. 

e it mirrors the subculture of 
Philippine politics which is non- 
is transparent, corrupt and dishon 

es. 


—VINIA ABESAMIS, 
1 the Holt, Hampton Bishop, 
Hereford, HRI 4LE, 
Herefordshire, UK 
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profile meeting with leaders 


Maguindanao Rep. Simeon Da- 
tumanong, who led the House 
team constituted by Speaker Jose 
de Venecia, on Friday described 
the meeting with MILF Chair Mu- 
rad Ebrahim and other rebel lead- 
ers as "intimate and cordial.” 

"We were there not as negotia- 
tors but facilitators to help fostes 
better understanding with the 
MILF leadership on the issues 
surrounding the peace process,” 
Datumanong said. 

"Most of the legislators who at- 
tended the meeting could be con- 
sidered veterans ofthe peace pro- 
cess with Moro rebels with some 
of them playing key roles in the 
signing of the 1996 peace agree- 
ment with the Moro National Lib- 
eration Front (MILF), 

The MILF isa breakaway faction 
of the MNLF and was not involved 
in later negotiations that led to the 
signing of the 1996 peace treat. 

“We have done this before with 
the MNLF and we want this suc- 
cess duplicated by the govern 
ment in its peace deal with the 
MILE, Datumanong said. 


Desire 

Datumanong said that during 
the meeting, the MILF leaders 
told them that the rebel group al- 
so wanted an end to the long-run- 
ning Moro rebellion, 

“Just like the government, the 
MILF wants the Mindanao conflict 
resolved soonest,” Datumanong 
quoted Ebrahim as saying, 

‘The government and the MILF 
have been talking for the past five 
years in a bid to end the rebellion. 

The formal peace talks have been. 
suspended for quite sometime now 
but low-key negotiations have been 
continuing, with Malaysia acting as 
third-country mediator. 

"The progress of the peace talks 
was hampered by several issu 
including allegations the MILF 
has ties with the regional terror 
‘group Jemaah Islamiyah. 

The MILF repeatedly denied the 
allegations and even invited the gov 
cement and even foreign govem- 
ments to come and visit its camps. 

However, a police intelligence 


Aworker arranges native walling materials in Tacurong, Sultan 
Kudarat, one of the products that the town is proud of. 


10 solons 
old low key 

talks with 

MILF rebs 


COTABATO CITY—At least 10 congressmen held a low- 


tion Front (MILF) in an undisclosed town in Maguindanao 
on Thursday where they discussed several issues in con- 
nection with the Moro rebellion. 


GMA cancels northern 
Cebu trip as weather 
turns bad during visit * 


By Jolene R. Bulambot 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


for Bogo when the pilot decided to 
not to proceed due to heavy rains 
and zero visibility and instead 
landed on Mactan Island. 

‘Arroyo was staying at the Sere: , 
na Beach Resort in Moalboal, 
some 83 km south of Cebu City, 
during her three-day visit in Cebu. 

Paa said President Arroyo was on 
board a VELLE 412 chopper that" 
departed from Moalboal at 10:45 
am. yesterday. She was scheduled 
toaniveat 11:45 am. in Bogo. 

Maro officials said the President’ 
helicopter headed to the Mactart- 
Benito Ebuen Airbase where shes 
boarded her presidential plane thz 
brought her and her party to Davao 
City, where she was scheduled söz 
speak at the convention of the Mir 
danao Export Development Council 
and to ater attend a wedding. 

Martinez said he was disap: 
pointed that the President wasz 
not able to come, especially sincs 
town officials and residents had? 
prepared for the event. 


CEBU CITY--President Macapa- 
gabArroyo was forced yesterday 
to cancel her trip to the northern 
part of Cebu due to heavy torren- 
tial rains brought by the inter- 
tropical convergence zone. 

The President was scheduled 
to inaugurate the Bogo Central 
‘Terminal yesterday together with 
‘Transportation Secretary Lean- 
dro Mendoza. After which, she 
was to motor to Hagnaya, in the 
neighboring San Remegio town 
for another inauguration there. 

‘About 200 residents of Bogo town, 
107 en from Cebu Ciy, were dis- 
mayed when Mayor Ceesino Mar- 
tinez I announced the bad news. 

Saul Paa, senior official of the 
Media Accreditation and Relations 
Office (Maro), yesterday said the 
President was on board the presi- 
dential helicopter from the south- 
em resort town of Moalboal bound 


of the Moro Islamic Libera- 


officer told the Iuquisea in Kida- 
pawan City that during an MILF 
assembly in Maguindanao on 
Aug. 27, Ebrahim had ordered | 
field commanders to “confine JI 
members in a secluded island in 
Lanao del Sur.” 


Hidden asset 

The police intelligence officer, 
who requested anonymity, said 
this was an obvious move to pre- 
vent other parties from seeing the 
JI operatives, most of them In- 
donesians, if a visit to an MILF 
camp had been agreed upon. 

“This just confirmed reports 
that they have links with the ter- 
rorists,” he said. 

MILF spokesperson Eid Kabalu 
said the claim was an exaggera- 
tion of what actually took place 
during the assembly. 

"Oh my God... that is not true. 
What the chairman told us was to 
always Keep the guard (sic) 
against the JI and not to confine 
them or protect them or anything 
like that,” Kabalu said. 

He said the MILF has wel- 
comed the fresh claim because 
“we can have ample time to dis- 
cuss this with the government.” 

The peace negotiation was ex- 
pected to resume after Oct. 10 
when the Malaysian-led ceasefire: 
monitoring team had already 
been deployed. 

Peace advocates in Mindanao 
said they were already impatient 
with the long delay and urged 
both the government and the 
rebel group to speed up the re- 
sumption of the negotiations. 

Mary Ann Amado of the Min- 
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Customs men foil attempt 
to smuggle P2M in machines 


By Allan Macatuno 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


vans whose cargo was declared 
at a gross weight of 2,887 kilo- 
grams. 
SUBIC BAY FREEPORT ZONE— “The seizure of the articles was 
Bureau of Customs personnel prompted by the fact that the de- 
here scored in its war against clared gross weight of the arti- 
smugglers on Wednesday after cles, which was 2,887 kg, would 
they stopped an attempt to ship be hardly enough to (fit into) the 
out of this fresport zone 48 trucks and containers vans used 
packages of used machines and in transporting the (items),” Al- 
pars worth more than P2 mil- carazsaid. 
lion. The machines arrived at the 
Reports said BoC agents, port of Subic in 1999 and were 
armed with a warrant of seizure consigned to Wistron Infocom, a 
and detention issued by Subic Subic-based company. It had a 
District collector Arnel Alcaraz, declared value of more than P2 
stopped six container vans and million. 
trucks at the fresports Tipo Gate On Sept. 23 this year, 
containing the undeclared pack- Wistron sold these” for 
ages. P150,000 to R & C Denshi Inter- 
‘Alcaraz said the real value of national, a firm based in Sta. 
the items, mostly machines used Rosa, Laguna, through a nego- 
in the production of electronic tiated sale. The shipment was 
parts and components, were not assessed P20,140 in duties and 
declared in the shipping mani- taxes. 
fest. Alcaraz said BoC officials 
He said BoC operatives seized would file charges of violation 
the goods for alleged undervalu- of Section 2503 of the Tariff 
ation and misdeclaration of en- and Customs Code of the Philip- 
ty. pines against R & C Denshi In- 
"The 48 packages were loaded ternational, the shipments 
into the truck and container claimant. 
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Fishing boat mutineers 


charged; 10 of 12 nabbed 


By Aquiles Zonio 

PDI Mindanao Bureau 

GENERAL SANTOS cITY— 
‘Twelve of the more than 200 fish- 
ing workers here, who staged a 
mutiny against their employer by 
seizing company-owned fishing 
boats in Papua New Guinea last 
month, were charged in a local 
court. 

‘The filing of the charges was 
only discovered when police au- 
thorities enforced arrest warrants 
issued by the court. 

Earlier, the RD Tuna Ventures 


Inc, the fishermen’s employer, During the mutiny, Villarosa 
‘was reported as pledging in adia- and his companions demanded 
logue brokered by the Depart- that they be paid according to 
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA) standards set by the International 
that the mutineers would not be Labor Organization (ILO) and 
sued anymore. that they should be treated hu- 
On Wednesday, police here en- manely. 
forced a warrant against the 12 They refused to release several 
fishermen but only managed to -company-owned vessels until 
arrest 10 of them. their demands had been met, 
Roger Villarosa, 43, a boat cap- — Atthe height of the mutiny, the. 
tain and one ofthe arrested muti- management of RD Ventures said 
neers, decried the charges. it would sue the workers because 
He said they were made tobe- the company was allegedly losing 
lieve that the issue had been set- about $100,000 per day because 
tied already. of the protest 
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Cops nab 
couple 

in pyramid 
racket ,' 


CAMP SIMEON Ol 
Legazpi City—A cou 
pleallegedly involved. 
İn an investment 
scam was arrested by, 
police yielding an un-” 
licensed firearm and 
ammunition Wednes- 
dayintheircar  * 
In a report to this 
camp, Chief Insp. Ñi- 
lo Berdin of the Crim- 
inal Investigation 
and Detection Group 
in Camarines Norte 
identified the sus- 
pects as Melchor 
Fuentes Baarde and 
his wife lawyer Bren- 
da Victorino Baarde. 
According to Berdin, 
Melchor told police he 
was the associate pub- 
lisher of tabloid Text 


y ZL 
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A administration of the 
— a Mato Management 
Group (MMG) based in. 
Muntinlupa City Bren- 
da initially introduced. 
herself as Lea Gregorio 
and confessed to be a 
former officer of MMG: 
The couple was 
first sighted at Vin- 
zons, Camarines Nor- 
te and later intercept- 
ed in Barangay Pobla- 
cion, Sta. Elena of the 
same province where 
they were caught in 
possession of an unli- 
censed .45 cal. pistol 
and live ammunition. 
CIDG records said 
the Baarde couple was 
subject of a warrant of 
HONDA arrest for estafa issued 
by Judge Bonifacio 
The Power of Dreams Sanz Maceda of RTC 
Branch 275, with no 
bail recommended. 
Ronnie Lorejo, South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 
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Balangiga rings bells in austere times. 


By Rolando O, Borrinaga 
Balangiga, Eastern Samar 


HE PRINT on the back of 
the locally printed t-shirts 
said it all: “Let the bells 

ring [from] the belfry where 
they belong.” 

With that terse message, the town of 
Balangiga in Faster Samar commemorat- 
ed the 103rd anniversary of the “Balangiga 
Encounter Day” last Tuesday, Sept. 28. 

In line with the government's austerity 
measures during this fiscal crisis, the 
town also cut on some expenses. The cer- 
emontal activities were all cramped upin 
the morning, including the theatrical 
‘reenactment of their famous event, 
which used to be held in the afternoon. 

And the town parade after the morn- 
ing church Mass no longer had the cus- 
tomary floats, including the one with the 
copy of the memorial with the two bells 
of Balangiga now displayed at an Air 
Force base in the United States. 

And the town now talks about three 
identified bells, not just two, which they 
wish to be returned to the church belfry 
of their town. 


The historical event 

The offcaly called “Balangiga En- 
counter” refers to the local event in the 
morning of Saturday Sept. 28, 1901, when 
some 500 native fighters mostly armed 
‘with bolos staged a successful attack on sol- 
diers of Company C. 9th US Infantry Regi- 
ment, who were mostly eating or lining up. 
for breakfast in their garrison in the town. 

"The result was the “worst single defeat" 
ofthe US Army during the Philippine-Amer 
ican War more than a century ago. This 
event was known in US official reports and 
publications as the "Balangiga Massacre." 

Of the 74 men of Company C, 36 were 
killed during the attack (including the 
three commissioned officers), eight of 
the wounded died later during the es- 
cape by bancas to Basey town, and four 
were missing and presumed dead. 

Of the 26 American survivors, only 
four were not wounded. 

‘The natives suffered 28 deaths and 22 
wounded, 

For a long time, it had been believed 
that the church bells of Balangiga were 
used to signal the attack on the US troops. 
But two recently published books about 
the Balangiga event had established that 
that attack had begun when a bell was 
rung as signal for the hidden reinforce- 
ments to join the attack on the garrison. 

Considered one of the worst defeats in 
US military history the Filipino victory in 
Balangiga was followed by a shameful 
episode that the US government has not 
yet regretted nor apologized for. 

US military authorities retaliated with 
a “kill and burn" policy to take back 
Samar, deliberately equating a victorious 
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Encounter Day.” 


‘THE TWO bigger bells that were brought 
to the USby returning I Ith Infantry 
soldiers to their home station are now 
displayed at the Balangiga Memorialin its 


"Trophy Park. comeumonoro 
small town with an entire island, from 
‘October 1901 to January 1902. 

Implemented by the Sixth Separate 
Brigade under Brig. Gen. Jacob H. Smith 
of the US Army, which included a battal- 
jon of US Marines under Major Littleton 
‘TW. Waller, the campaign was blamed 
for the alleged disappearance of some 
15,000 people in Samat. 

"The general reportedly gave orders to 
kill anybody capable of bearing arms 
(specifically, 10 years old and above) 
during the combat operations to reduce 
Samar into a “howling wilderness." 


THE BALANGIGA church and the part of the anniversary crowd in last Tuesday's 103rd commemoration of tho “Balangiga 
IOUNCOO SORIA. 


2p k 
Gaiden cub a 
THE BALANGIGA Memorial, sculpted by national artist Napoleon Abueva, was unveiled 


last year and is the main attraction of tho Balangiga town plaza. 


Aside from the population loss, the 
Samar campaign resulted in massive devas- 
tation ofthe rural economie basein terms of 
hundreds of bumed houses, destroyed na- 
Tive boats, and slaughtered carabaos, the 
Filipinos’ draft animals. US troops likewise 
burned and confiscated rice and food stocks 
and market-ready abaca (hemp) fibers, the 
principal source of local cash income. 

General Smith was eventually made 
the scapegoat for the shameful policy on 
Samar. He was forced to retire from the 
US Army following a court martial. 


IOUNDOO sonnach 


‘The three church bells of Balangiga were 
taken days after the attack by men of the 
1th US Infantry, another US Army unit that 
occupied the abandoned town before being 
relieved by US Marines on Oct. 23, 1901. 


“War trophies? 

These "war trophies” were shipped 
‘out of the Leyte-Samar region from the 
headquarters of the 11th US Infantry at 
the former Camp Bumpus, now the Leyte 
Park Resort in Tacloban City- 

"The camp was named after 1st Lt. Ed- 
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ward A. Bumpus, Harvard alumnus and- 
second in command of Company C, who 
‘was also killed in Balangiga. 

‘The smallest bell was turned over to 
the headquarters of the 9th US Infantry 
Regiment in Calbayog, Samat, around 
April 1902. This relic is on permanent 
display at the traveling museum of the. 
91h US Infantry, now stationed in ong. 


İ duchon South Korea, 


"The two bigger bells were brought to? 
the US by returning 11th Infantry sol- 
diers to their home station at the former 
Fort D.A. Russell, now the EE. Warren Air 
Force Base, in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Both 
are now displayed at the Balangiga 
Memorial in its Trophy Park. 

"The return of the Bells of Balangiga to 
the Philippines remains the last issue of 
contention between the US and Phi 
pine governments related to the Philip 
pine-American War. 


Prospects 

In an interview with the Ingumen, 
Balangiga Mayor Catalina M. Camen- 
forte hoped that the US government 
would take the initiative to have the bells 
in Wyoming returned to her town in the 
spiritof peace and reconciliation. 

In a speech prepared for the occasion, 
Eastern Samar Gov. Ben P Evardone cited, 
recent findings of the Balangiga Research 
Group (BRG) related to the bells issue. 

‘The BRG is a multi-national group 
composed of this writer; Bob Couttie, a 
Subic-based video director and histori- 
an; and Jean Wall, the daughter the first 
‘American soldier to be attacked in 
Balangiga a century ago. 

‘The BRG findings presented indepen- 
dent proofs of the Balangiga origin of the 
three bells. 

Experts around the world that the 
BRG had consulted were one in saying 
that based on custom law, military law, 
and international treaties, the contested 
bells belong to Balangiga. 

AAI US officials directly involved in the 
Balangiga issue on both sides of the Pacific, 
including US Amy senior leaders and 
diplomats, have also been one in saying, 
although quietly, that their government 
knows that the right, legal and ethical 
course of action is to return the bells to 
their rightful place—that is, in Balangiga. 

On topof these, the US Congress, through 
the Unified Code of Military Justice, has pro- 
vided the US president with the required au- 
thority to rerum the bells regardless of the 
status of the property righs involved. 

“Now that the US government has run 
‘out of arguments to skirt the issue of the 
Balangiga bells, perhaps itis high time 
for President George Bush to muster his 
political will to return these bells where 
they belong, and bring a closure to the 
last issue of contention between the 
Philippines and United States related to. 
the Philippine-American War a century 
ago," Evardone said. 


Young cancer patient thanks God, Inquirer readers 


By lolene R. Bulambot. 
Cebu City 


HREE days before his Sept. 15 scheduled operation, June 
Arceo celebrated his 12th birthday and had only one wish 
in mind—to survive. He got what he wished for. 


Indeed, it was a wish come true for 
June, a young cancer victim, who just 
Survived the most crucial surgery that 
‘would eventually save his life. 

Fresh from eight hours of delicate 
surgery to remove the tumor in his right 
pelvic area, June could only utter the 
words "Thank You Lord" when he re- 
gained consciousness. 

He was also elated when he realized. 
that his leg was not amputated, contrary 
to what his doctors earlier told him. 

“1 looked for my parents when 1 woke 
up. I was very happy to see them at the re- 
covery room with me. I also smiled when I 
discovered that my leg was not cut. I really 
felt scared when they sent me to the operat- 
ing room. I was trembling in fear and a nun 
was with me praying before I was finally se- 
dated. really prayed hard," June sid. 

Dr. Judith Acol, June's orthopedist, 
told the INovinen Visayas that the tumor 
grew bigger and covered the entire right 
pelvis of the patient. 

The mass measured 8x9.5x10 cen- 
timeters, prompting the doctors to con- 
sider amputating the right limb to allow 
the removal of the tumor. 


It was a ‘miracle’ 

However, the doctors later agreed to 
conduct the “limb salvage surgery" to 
save the right leg, while successfully re- 
moving the tumor. 

“Our first priority was to remove the 
tumor and go on with the chemotherapy. 
Second, we decided to save the leg even 
if some nerves connected to it would be 
affected. We have to sacrifice some parts 


of the nerves,” Acol said. 

June would be subjected to intense 
physical therapy sessions aimed at mak- 
ing him functional, she added. 

"Amazingly the surgery was easier be- 
cause the chemotherapy really helped. 
Everything else aside from the leg was 
okay. June would be trained to move, 
stand and later walk with a walker and 
clutches," Acol said. 

June, when visited by the INouinen 
three days after the surgery, was recover- 
ing fast. After less than two weeks of con- 
finement, he was finally discharged. 

June said he was lucky. He thanked 
those who helped him during his difficult 
‘moments. 

‘Aside from his loving parents, Joseph 
and Vilma, the Arceos were not alone. 
Relatives, friends, colleagues in the 
workplace and even total strangers of- 
fered hope and support to the family. 

Junesaid what happened to him wasa 

miracle.” 

“felt I was never alone. Iam very hap- 
py that people, some of them strangers, 
supported me. The Lord is so good. Iam. 
very grateful,” June told the Ingumen in 
his hospital bed. 

June, who was diagnosed to have been 
inflicted with soft tissue sarcoma cancer 
that was already on its fourth stage, was 
featured in the Iugunux Visayas on its Au- 
gust 18 issue appealing for help. 

When the story was published, June 
had been responding well and completing 
the 12 cycles of chemotherapy and was 
already ready for the surgery to remove 
the cancer mass that was spread in his ab- 


“PP. 


JUNE Arceo grins when he finds that his leg was not amputated, thanks to timely surgery that was mainly paid for by INQUIRER 


readers who responded to his plea for help. 


domen. The only problem then was that 
his parents did not have the P200,000 
needed forthe medical procedure. 


Overwhelming help 

Joseph, a technician who only earns 
P6,000 a month, was overwhelmed with 
gratitude to those who were touched by 
his son's strong will to live and respond- 
ed to his son's story. 

He told the Inqunen that the surgery 
could not have been made possible if not 
for the donations that poured in from In- 
Quia readers. 

"The elder Arcco said six individuals from 
Luzon who read the Incun story called 
him and donated money. They were able to 
raise more than P60,000 from them. "We 
are so grateful to the donors. The donation 
we received did help us since the surgery 
medicines and the laboratory expenses cost 
at least P200,000. The donors were also 
supportive and we thank them for their 
comfort and prayers Joseph sid. 


"The father also said four Filipinos, three 
working and one studying, abroad also ex- 
tended financial help upon reading his 
son's story on Ing7, the Ingumei's website. 

* never expected this. Iwas surprised 
when 1 got calls and text messages from 
people saying they're Filipinos working 
in Saudi, Cyprus and Japan who wanted 
to help us. We are really very grateful,” 
the teary-eyed father said. 


High hopes 

Dr. Linda Lipatan, June's pediatric 
chemotherapy hematologist, said the 
boy would still have to undergo addi- 
tional chemotherapy sessions because 
his cancer cells have spread over his 
bone marrow area. 

‘The doctor said she was still docu- 
menting the result of the bone marrow 
test, which she conducted before the 
surgery to determine whether the cancer 
cells have spread over to the other or- 
gans such as the lungs and chest. 
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Butshe explained that June's chance of 
survival was high since he responded well 
to the first 12 cycles of chemotherapy, 

* have high hopes for June. In rwo to 
three weeks from now he would be un- 
dergoing another chemotherapy but this 
time, it's going to be more intense. There 
could have been lesser risk if the cancer 
‘was localized but in his case | haven't fin- 
ished documenting it,” Lipatan said. 

Joseph also thanked his colleagues 
who donated blood and his employer, 
the Norkis Trading Corp. for standing as 
a guarantor to the hospital through a let- 
ter of authorization. 

Lipatan said June's chemotherapy 
might run fora year, which means addi- 
tional financial burden for the Arceos 

"But Joseph, inspired by the strong will and 
determination of his son to live, would not 
stop fom finding ways to help the patient. 

Those who are interested to help may 
contact Joseph Areeo at his mobile 
phone: 0916-7541772. 
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Bush gives RP special 


mention on 
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mentioned alongside iraq and 
Afghanistan, Malacanang offi- 
cials preferred to take this on a 
positive light. 

“Tt was a pretty straightfor- 
ward statement on the ongoing 
Fight against terrorism within our 
shores,” Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said. 

"We did get help from the US in. 
terms of training, Their civicac- 
tion projects in the first Balikatan 
did a lot to rehabilitate Basilan 
which was the former hotbed of 
theAbu Sayyaf,” he added. 


Still on the map 

“Ws good," Presidential Chief 
‘of Staff Norberto Gonzales said 
when Bush mentioned the Philip- 
pines, “The reality is we are on 
the map of global terrorism and 
we don't have to hide that.” 

“ies true that we're doing some- 
thing against terrorism although 
weare more JI (Jemaah Islamiyah 
than al-Qaida),”" be said. 

Gonzales was former national 
security adviser who was part of 
the negotiations for the release of 
a Filipino truck driver abducted 
by Iraqi militants last July. He 
said the Philippines’ proximity to 
Indonesia and the existence of 
armed groups such as the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front in Min- 
danao made the Philippines a 
"prime destination of terrorists.” 

“What heard recently was that 
Bush was no longer mentioning 
the Philippines among the allies 
but for him to mention us in the 
debate means we are still in his 
consciousness," Gonzales said. 

Bunye, who watched the US 
presidential debate, initially 
begged off from making any com- 
ments about Bush, saying it was 


terror fight 


an “internal matter" for the US. 

"The debate, held at the Universi 
tyof Miami in Florida, was the first 
ina series to help undecided Amer- 
ican voters choose their next Presi- 
dentin the November elections. 

“The debate was ‘a good ex- 
change,” Bunye said. "Both can- 
didates did well.” 

Bunye said he paid closer atten- 
tion to the reactions than the actu- 
al debate and noted that some 
comments included the observa- 
tion that “Bush is a strong leader” 
and that Kerry “has not shown that 
heis a really good alternative.” 

Meanwhile, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo could not be coaxed 
imo revealing which leader she 
was rooting for. 

"wo administration senators, 
however, did not take too kindly 
to Bush's claim that Manila was 
part of the international terrorist 
network, saying this claim was 
not only false, it's something the 
country did not need right now, 


Not right 

Sen. Manuel Villar Jr. said it 
was notright for Bush to mention 
the Philippines in relation to his 
problem with Iraq 

“He's got a lot of problems in his 
candidacy right now,” Villar said, 
adding that the US President should 
not have included the Philippines in 
his bid for re-election. 

He noted that Bush was trying to 
taint the image of the Philippines 
inthe international community. 

"T don't think this is any way to 
treat a longtime US ally such as 
the Philippines Villar said. 

Sen, Ralph Recto also reacted: 
"The world's most powerful man 
just told a worldwide audience of 
half-a-billion that the Philippines 
isa major battleground in the war 
against terror” 


Kerry wins 1st presidential ... 


From page Al 


But Kerry managed to deliver his most co- 
gent attack yet on the Iraq war and convey a 
sense of solidity and coherence in front of the 
man who has spent months ridiculing him as 
aweak-kneed waffler. 


Very effective 

“I think he was very effective at downplay- 
ing the argument that he had flipped and 
flopped on different issues," said David 
Corbin, apolitical science professor at the 
University of New Hampshire. 

Tt was not clear whether Kerrys showing 
would translate directly into the new support he 
badly needs to overcome Bush's lead in the 
polls, generally estimated at five to eight points. 

But several analysts said he now had a 
chance of recharging the somewhat dispirited 
Democratic ranks and winning back anti- 
Bush voters who had deserted him amid 
doubts about his leadership. 

‘The debate was make-or-break for Kerry, 
whose campaign had been re 
lentless Republican assaults on his credibility, 
toughness and vaunted combat record in the 
Vietnam war. 

Kerry charged that Bush committed “a 
colossal error" by invading Iraq, as tens of 
millions of Americans watched the televised 
confrontation. 


“Mixed messages? 

Bush countered that Kerry was undermin- 
ing US credibility in the war on terrorism with 
‘mixed messages” about whether toppling 
Saddam Hussein was worth the cost. 

"What message does that send our troops? 
What message does that send to our allies? 
What message does that send the Iraqis?” the 
Republican incumbent asked. 

İraq and national security dominated as the. 
two candidates battled over how to stabilize 
that war-torn, country, where more than 
1,000 US soldiers have died amid deadly 
chaos that shows no sign of ebbing. 

Kerry threw the first punch in the political 
prizefight by confidently declaring "can do a 
better job" on Iraq and on averting another 
terrorist attack like the Sept. 11, 2001 strikes. 

He also charged Bush unnecessarily divert 
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ed resources from the hunt for Osama bin 
Laden to the war in Iraq, saying: "This presi- 
dent has made, I regret to say, a colossal error 
of judgment. And judgment is what we look 
forin the president.” 

"The world is better off without Saddam 
Hussein,” said the president, who painted his 
rival as fickle on crucial national security is- 
sues, noting he voted to authorize the İraq war 
in 2002 but was against war funding in 2003. 

“We're not going to achieve our objective if 
we send mixed signals to our troops, our 
friends, the Iraqi citizens,” said Bush. “You 
cannot leád if you send mixed messages.” 

“Tve had one position, one consistent posi- 
tion, that Saddam Hussein was a threat. 
There was a right way to disarm him and a 
wrong way. And the president chose the 
wrong way" countered the Massachusetts 
senator. 


Worldwide popularity 

Kerry has accused Bush of fracturing al- 
liances and damaging US global standing in 
the rush to war, Bush has charged Kerry is 
more worried about worldwide popularity 
than protecting the United States. 

Both sides predictably claimed victory 

‘The Republicans said Bush effectively high- 
lighted the mixed signals the Democrat was 
sending on Iraq. They said the president 
made a compelling case for more time to fin- 
ish the war on terror he started after the Sept. 
11, 2001 attacks. 

Democrats hailed their candidate for ham- 
mering away at the war in Iraq as a diversion. 
from the real battle against al-Qaida terrorists 
and building his credentials as a smarter, 
more effective commander, 

Kerry also tried to cover confusion over his 
various votes in the Senate on Iraq by ac- 
knowledging that he might have fubbed 
some’of his rhetoric, but Bush's muddled in- 
vasion was much worse, 


Losing steam 

‘While Bush started strong in holding him- 
self out as the best hope for keeping the Unit- 
ed States safe, some analysts said, he ap- 
peared to lose steam and showed some irrita- 
tion towards the middle of the debate before 
closing with a flourish, ‘AFP 
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take of Vioxx. 


the noun. 
Results of study 


cancerous. 


DJ Boyet Amaran 
Theright thing 


the acting 
Center for Drug Eval 
Research. 


The possibility that Vioxx 
might increase the risk of heart 
attacks first emerged three years 
ago, in a Merck study of 7,000 pa- 
tients with rheumatoid arthritis 
Vioxx and the rwo Pfizer arthri- 
tis drugs are designed to block in- 
flammation and pain as effective- 


native to drugs like aspirin that 
can cause ulcers and gastroin- 
testinal bleeding, It has been 
marketed in more than 80 coun- 


‘The decision to remove the 
drug from the market is the 
largest drug recall in history as 


Merck stock plunged 27 per- 
cent Thursday on the news, re- 
ducing the company's stock mar- 
ket value by $25 billion and help- 
ing pull the Dow Jones industrial 
average down by 0.6 percent for 


Secretary Manuel 
Dayrit said he had not heard from 
the local distributor of the drug 
concerning the Vioxx pullout. 
Dayrit said that the Philippine 
General Hospital had admitted 
cases of Filipino patients suffer- 
ing from side-effects after an in- 


“If there has been a worldwide 
pullout then the order from the 
Bureau of Food and Drugs should 
be out soon as well,” Dayrit told 


Merck decided to pull the drug 
from pharmacy shelves after a 
study that it hoped would show 
Vioxx prevented colon polyps, 
which can sometimes become 
Instead, the study 
showed that the drug led to heart 
attacks and strokes. After getting 
the results late last week, Merck 
quickly ended the trial. 

‘The risk was small—15 cases of 
"heart attacks, strokes or blood clots 
per thousand people over three 
years compared with 75 such 
events per thousand patients tak- 
inga placebo. But the data wereso leg 
‘unambiguous that Merck told fed- 
eral regulators this week that it 
had halted the trial and would take 
the drug off the market; it an- 
nounced that decision Thursday 

"What we found in this study is 
thar beginning after 18 months, 
there was a discemible and unex: 
pected increase in cardiovascular 
disease rates Dr Peter S. Kim, presi- 
dent of Merck Research Labs, said. 


fe think Merck did the right 
thing,” said Dr. Steven F Gal 
rector of the FDAS 
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Debate show: 
No surprises .. 
despite hype = 


NEW YORK--A TV review of Thursday's preš 
idential debate could have mostly been writ- 
ten before airtime. And it was, by many crit- 
ics. ki 


"There were no surprises in this 90-minute, 


quiz show costarring President George Vİ. 
Bush and his Democratic challenger, Sen: 
John Kerry. 

For days, the importance of the debate had 
been drummed by the media in lively terms. 

"This is combat, and somebody will lose," 
said Ron Reagan Jr. on MSNBC just moments 
before the debate began. 

Bush and Kerry would soon be “duking it 
out," said Fox News Channels Shepard Smith, 
soft peddling the fact that neither candidate 
could invade the others space three meters 
away, or even ask the other a direct question. 

‘All that and more was covered in thé 
“Memorandum of Understanding," a 32-page 
tip sheet to what would transpire. Negotiated 
in self-defense by representatives of both can- 
didates, this contract also covered podium 
height, 30-second countdown lights, the for- 
mat of the questioning and many other details 
in an effort to leave nothing needlessly to 
chance—and to prevent a damaging mistake. 

‘The most radical departure from the con; 
tract's terms were the networks’ frequent 
splitscreen shots, showing one candidate's 
response to the other's remarks. 

While Kerry spoke, Bush more than once 
was glimpsed blinking and looking annoyed. 

While Bush spoke, Kerry often appeared to 
scribble notes. 

“John Kerry was clearly aware that the cam- 
era might always be on him,” said CNN's Jeff 
Greenfield, who added that, to a viewer con- 
fronting the two images, “it does seem to me 
that John Kerry looked—and 1 hate this 
phrase—as presidential as the president,” 


"Who won? It was a question networks ^ 


couldn't help making guesses about. 
Instant polls by ABC and CBS gave the 
night to Kerry. AP 


Popular ... 


ly as standard nonsteroidal an- 
{inflammatory drugs such as as- 
pirin and ibuprofen, while caus- 
ing far fewer ulcers and gastroin- 
testinal problems than the older 


treatments. 
Pfizer statement 
Pfizer Inc, which markets 


Celebrex, a competitor of Vioxx, 
affirmed the safety of Celebrex. 

Ina statement, Pfizer said over 
27 million patients in the United 
States had been prescribed with 
Celebrex (celecoxib) and that in 
the Philippines, there had been 
over four million prescriptions 
since its launch, Celebrex was ap- 
proved by the Philippine Bureau 
of Food and Drugs in 1999. 

“Pfizer is confident im the 
long-term cardiovascular safety 
of Celebrex,” said Dr Joe Feczko, 
Pfizer president of worldwide de- 
velopment. 

US regulators said drugs in the 
same category as the withdrawn 
Vioxx would get close scrutiny t6" 
see if they also could cause heart 
arcis. 

"We are going to be more inter" 
ested in looking at long-term data 
on new products that come down 
the pike," Dr Steven Galson, acing. 
director of the Food and Drug Ad: 
minisradions Center for Drug Eval: 
uation and Research, old reporters, 


More lawsuits? 

‘An Oklahoma lawsuit filed on 
‘Thursday charging that Merck & 
Co. misled patients about the safe- 
ay of its arthritis drug may signal 
many more such suits against the 
drugmaker following its withdraw- 
al of Vioxx, legal experts said. 

Thesuit filed on behalf ofan Ok- 
lahoma County resident but likely 
to become a class-action effort, al- 
Vioxx raises the risk of heart 
attack, blood clots and other serious 
cardiovascular events, which can 
Jead to injuries and death, 

“In America we sue,” said An- 
thony Sabino, associate professor 
of law at St. John’s University in 
New York. “This is very much a vis- 
ceral reaction by the market, but I 
have to say it isan overreaction.” 


No cover-up 
Merck took proactive. ac. 
tion... There was nat an ounce of 


cover-up," he said. 

The Vioxx withdrawal mirrors 
similar health-related actions 
such as Bayer AG's 2001 decision. 
to pull cholesterol drug Baycol off 
tho market after it was linked to 
severe muscle weakness and 
Wyeth’s 1997 recall of diet drug 
fen-phen, which was tied to 
heart-valve damage and a deadly 
Jung condition. New York Times, 
Agence France-Presse, Reuters, 
APand Blanche Rivera 
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7 suspected robbers dead in shootout. 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


SEVEN suspected members of a robbery 
group were killed after they shot it out with 
‘operatives of the National Bureau of Investi- 
gation and the Philippine National Police 
along the South Luzon Expressway in Laguna 
yesterday afternoon. 

The suspects, said to be members of the 
Digoy robbery group, were reportedly on their 
way to Manila after they had allegedly robbed 
businessman Eddie Lim in Barangay Looc, 
Calamba, Laguna earlier, said NBNational 
Capital Region director Edmund Arugay. 

Arugay headed the NBI team that partici- 
pated in the operation. 

NBI Director Reynaldo Wycoco, who had 
also rushed to the scene, said in a radio inter- 
view later that three or four suspects had es- 
caped. None of the identities ofthe seven fa- 
talities were immediately available. 

According to Arugay, a joint team of police 
and NBI agents were tracking down the sus- 
pects yellow Ford Fiera (PRJ-407) when they 
sensed the lawmen's presence. 

Shots then rang out from the suspects! ve- 
hicle, prompting the operatives to retaliate, 
Arugay added. After an exchange of gunfire 
for several minutes near the Southwoods exit 


on the Manila-bound lane of the SLEX, seven 
suspects lay dead. None of the policemen or 
NBI agents were hurt. 

Recovered from the Fiera were an undeter- 
‘ined amount of cash, a shotgun and several 
short firearms, and police uniforms believed 
tohave been used by the suspects. 

“Arugay explained that the NBI had learned 
earlier that the Digoy group would strike Fri- 
day, butthey did not know where. 

Later in the afternoon, the NBI received a 
tip thatthe group had just struck in Barangay 
Loocin Calamba at around 2 p.m. 

Upon receiving the information, the NBI 
called up the National Capital Region Police 
Office to request backup, then waited for the 
suspects at the Southwoods exit. 

Arugay said members of the Digoy group 
wear uniforms whenever they rob establish- 
ments to initially ward off suspicions about 
their activities 

He said that when the group conducted the 
Calamba robbery earlier, the suspects were al- 
so in police uniform. 

The NBI official added that the group usu- 
ally robbed gasoline stations and private es- 
tablishments. — With Christian V Esguerra 
and Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau 


END OF the road for seven alleged members of the Digoy group suspected of holding up a businessman in Calamba 


yesterday before one of them was gunned down by police and National Bureau of Investigation agents. 


AUV Express coming up, but 


E— 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


Nanny foils abduction try 


jeeps and buses need not worry 


that would “legalize” the operations 
ofthe AUV Express. 

The yellow-plate AUVs, according 
to LTFRB chair Maria Elena Bautista, 
were currently operating “outside the 
provisions of their franchise.” She 
said these are different from the 
"mega taxi" or yellow-plate AUVs 
with meters, which should operate 
like a cab. 

“In the meantime, we are not ap- 


By Clarissa S. Batino The LTFRB had identified 190 
routes and 380 terminals for the AUV 
Express, with each route not to ex- 
ceed 35 kilometers 

“The idea is for the AUVs not to 
compete with jeeps and buses, so its 
an end-to-end route,” said Bautista 
“And it should not be more than 35 
kilometers because AUVs are not de- 
signed as mass transit,” she added. 

Bautista said the LTFRB was likely 


THE AUV Express is coming to town. 

Air-conditioned 10-seaters, more 
popularly known as the “EX,” will 
soon have regular terminals where 
passengers can get a ride. The trans- 
portation department is preparing an 
order that would define the franchise 
of the loosely-regulated FX or public 
Asian Utility Vehicles, according to 


transport officials. prehending the AUVs while the de- to adopt the fare scheme of vehicles- 
"The catch is, the vehicles can pick partment order has not been re- for-hire, that is, P6 for the first 5 km 
upordropoff their riders except atthe leased, said the LTFRB chief. and P1 for every succeeding km. For- 


terminals. An AUV Express must fil up 
the seats from the terminal and drop 
all passengers to the end point or the 
‘other terminal so they do not compete 
with the jeepneys and buses. 

‘The Land Transportation Franchis- 
ing and Regulatory Board said it was 
just waiting for a department order 
before releasing a set of parameters 


Bautista said that once the depart- 
ment order is out, her agency would 
allow 9,044 franchises currently in 
limbo to be converted into franchises 
forthe AUV Express. 

She said they hope to implement 
the order before Christmas so the sys- 
tem would be in place before the holi- 
day trafic worsens. 


hire vehicles are seeking a fare hike to 
P10 for the first 5 km and P1.50 for 
‘each additional km. 

“The AUV Express fare scheme 
would be similar to the vehicles for- 
hire. The difference is the Express 
could charge per head. For-hire vehi- 
cles would base their fares on the dis- 
tance,” said Bautista. 


ANANNYS presence of mind prevented ab- 
ductors from running off with the five- 
month-old son of a television reporter in 
Las Piñas yesterday morning. 

Three suspected members of a child traf- 
ficking syndicate were arrested yesterday 
after they allegedly tried to abduct the son 
of IBC-13 television journalist Dave 
Lebanes. 

“The yaya (nanny)was able to run inside 
a neighbors house to seek help,” Lebanes 
said in a telephone interview. The incident 
took place in front of the victim's house in 
Sta. Cecilia Village, Las Piñas. 

According to Lebanes, the child's nanny, 
Julie Payamay, as her habit, would take her 
‘ward out of the house for some sun every 
morning after he left for work. 

Police said that the suspects chanced up- 
on Payamay and offered her an undeter- 
mined amount of money in exchange for 
her ward. 

‘When the nanny refused, the sus- 


pects—Nav Kamal Singh, Gian Singh and 
their driver Juanito Sopsip, of 1339 Mactan 
St, Baclaran, Parafiaque City—drove away 
in a maroon Starex van with plate number 
CSPS3I. 

But the suspects reportedly returned af- 
tera few minutes and tried to grab the child 
from the nanny's armis. 

As she ran to a neighbor's house for 
help, other neighbors called up the vil- 
lage security officers who coordinated 
“with the police in apprehending the sus- 
pects. 

‘Responding policemen were able to stop 
the van after a brief chase inside the vil 
lage. All entrance and exit points of the vil- 
age had been closed to stop the suspects 
from fleeing the area. 

“The three denied the charges. Police said 
the suspects reeked of alcohol when they 
were arrested. 

SPO2 Romeo Britanico said they would 
conduct further investigation to see if the 
suspects had any record or had been previ- 
ously charged with child trafficking: 


Firemen found drinking under fire 


By Nelson F. Flores and Tina G. Santos 


INTERIOR Secretary Angelo Reyes yesterday 
ordered the relief of a ranking fire official and 
two firemen who were caught drinking while 
on duty inside a fire station in Quezon City 
last Thursday. 

‘Ac the same time, Reyes directed Interior 
Undersecretary for Peace and Order Marius 
Corpus to investigate the incident and initiate 
appropriate proceedings if the charges were 
proven. 

As a consequence, Corpus ordered the re- 
lie£of Fire Chief Insp. Isagani Abboc, Fire Offi 
cers 2 Rommel Montelana and Reynaldo Bin- 
ya, all of the Agham Fire Station along 
Agham Road. 

He said Abboc was relieved based on the 
principle of command responsibility. 

Montelana and Binuya, on the other 
hand, were dismissed from their posts after 
they were caught drinking inside the fire 
station. 

Records showed that Quezon City Fire 


Station personnel chief Romeo Rillo re- 
ceived reports and text messages from con- 
cerned citizens about an ongoing drinking 
session inside the Agham Fire Station on 
Thursday. 

‘Accompanied by two policemen, Rillo went 
to the fire station to check the veracity of the 
report and found Montelana and Binuya 
drinking on the job. 

Inappropriate wear 

The two were dressed in undershirts and 
wore slippers, Rillo added. 

A woman clad in shorts and four other 
unidentified men were also seen inside the 
station, he said. 

Residents also claimed that they heard 
gunfire coming from the station, prompting 
them to report the incident to authorities. 

Corpus said the firemen could be dismissed 
from the service if found guilty of violating 
the rules implementing Republic Act 6713 
(the Code of Conduct and Ethical Standard 
for Public Officials and Employees). 


Help comes to Jocelyn and Joe 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


SHE FELT lighter in more ways than one. 

‘A day after giving birth to triplets, Jocelyn 
Cervantes now has a ready smile for her visi- 
tors. Except for occasional pains, aftereffects 
of her delivery by cesarean section, the 29- 
year-old first-time mother is now free from 
money woes that hounded her a day ago. 

“Maluwag na ang pakiramdam ko (I can 
breathe easily now),” said Jocelyn from her 
bed at the ward of the Maternal High Risk and 
Kangaroo Mother Care Unitward of Dr. Jose 
Fabella Memorial Hospital, which she shares 
with 50 other new mothers. 

"The state-run hospital, where Jocelyn gave 
birth to three babies on Thursday morning, 
would shoulder the expenses of her delivery 
and medication, and treatment forthe prema- 
ture triplets who have been placed inside in- 
cubators for an indefinite period. 

"Based on our social classification system, 
the Cervantes couple are indigents, which 
means that the hospital will fully subsidize all 
the medical needs of the triplets and the 
mother,” said hospital director Ruben Flores. 

Jocelyn and Jose were married four years 
ago in a mass wedding ceremony in West 
Fairview, Quezon City. 


Jose, 25, a part-time waiter, and Jocelyn, a 
housewife, had been unable to prepare for the 
coming of one baby, let alone three. But after 
an evaluation of their financial status, the 
hospital decided to pay for all the triplets’ 
medical needs and Jocelyn's operation and 
recovery. 

Flores said he expects the hospital bills to 
run to almost P500,000. 

‘The hospital, which charges a subsidized 
amount to better-off patients, had already 
spent P10,000 for Jocelyn's C-section deliv- 
ery. For the triplets, the hospital bought three 
vials of surfactant, medication that helps the 
premature babies’ lungs to mature. This 
‘medicine alone costs around P75,000. 

The babies are currently being adminis- 
tered surfactant inside the hospital's Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit while under observation, 
as complications may arise in their first three 
days, said Dr. Mary Anne Ilao, attending 
neonatologist. 

Though born underweight, Joshua Jay 
Jovelyn and Jonalyn, called by the hospital 
‘staff as babies A, B and C, are doing just fine, 
besides predictable complications, said Ilao. 

“All preterm (premature) babies face risks. 
But two of the babies are stable. We are just a 
bit worried with baby C," Ilao related. 
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Genuine Fil-Ams cry foul 


By June Navarro “Idonit have acces to their papers but 1 league its hard forthe fansand its goingto era other locals in the Hotdogs squad also 
think is quite unfair to the real FibAms; be hard for the players because there al- sought the end of the controversy, saying 
SAYING it's unfair to them, a handful said Hrabak, who was traded from the Tur- ways willbe doubts,” said Alapag. fake Firs give other teams undue advan- 
of Fil-Ams with unquestionable pa- bochargers to Purefoods last month. Alpags teammate, Asi Taulava, is tage. 
pers said yesterday they too, hoped "Tu sure there's quite a few fake Filfors” among the players the Senate recommend- “FedEx, Sta. Luca Realty, Shell and our 
for an immediate resolution of the in other teams,” added Casio, a product ed for deportation last year after its findings team are always at the bottom of the stand- 
case regarding Filipino-foreign play- of The Citadel in the US NCAA Division showed they had dubious citizenship pa- ings simply because we dont have players | 
ers who allegedly faked their citizen- ir. pe. who play like imports” said Gregorio. 
ship. Talk "N Text point guard Jimmy Alapag The others are Red Bulls Davonn Harp, Team captain and assisant playing 
"Noy Castillo and Mike Hrabak, detesting saki he also hoped for a speedy resolution... Jon Ordonio and Mick Pennisi, Coca-Cola's , coach Alvin Patrimonio, meanwhile, ex- 
the presence of questionable cagers in oth- of the case, stressing "f theres a finality Rafi Reavis and Rudy Hatfield, Barangay ` pressed satisfaction on the initiative by Sen. 
erluüdubs,sresed that "F-Shams" put then we can just move on without the Ginebra’s Andy Seigle and Alex Crisano Lio Lapid and the Department of Justice to 
the image of the genuine Fibfors in a bad doubts and play basketball” and San Miguel’ Dorian Peña. expedite the cases ofthe Filfors, which was 
light "f there's no finality its hard for the Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorioand sev. shelved more thana year ago. 


Red Bull 
airs side 
on brawl 


“WE demanded an explanation but heard 
nothing from the organizers; we were driven 
out ofthe tournament just like that.” 
Red Bull team 
‘manager Tony Chua 
gave this statement 
after the Barakos ar- 
rived yesterday from 
Brunei where the en- 
tire team was dis- 
qualified after a 
fight-marred game 
against a Korean ball- 
club in the 4th Shell 
Rimula Sultan's Cup. 
Chua claimed their 


VILLANUEVA 


pleas fell on deaf ears. 

“We wasted time, effort and money after 
the team prepared very hard for the opening | 
ofthe PBA only to get this,” he added. 

Enrico Villanueva triggered the melee 
when he punched a Korean cager for hitting 
the 6-foot-5 Barako in the neck with less than 
‘a minute remaining in the game. 

Villanueva said authorities questioned him 
after the game but denied being jailed or de- 
tained after the fracas that prompted both 
teams to storm onto the court. 

“That player was physical throughout. He 
kept on hitting us with cheap shots. Testing 
the extent of my patience, he had suddenly 
gotten into my nerves that I felt there was no 
"way to defend myself but to hit him in the 
face,” said Villanueva, 

Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao said the officiat- 
ing was one of the worst he had seen. 

“Ar this level of competition, each team 
should bring a referee to explain to the refer- 
ees of the other countries the intricacies in- 
volved in the game. Without an international 
referee in the delegation, its hard to commu- 
nicate," said Guiao. 

Gualo added the referees obviously, have 
neither the expertise nor experience in han- 
dling such risky situations as evidenced by the | 
poorly officiated games they played prior to 
the brawl 

Since the Sultan's Cup is a PBA-sanctioned 
tournament, Guiao said the league should 
properly consider the well-being of the teams 
before letting ballelubs plunge into action 

"If it happened elsewhere, Enrico would be 
thrown out while the rest ofthe team plays on. 
"The organizers disqualified the team without any 
explanation atall,"said Chua. June Navarro 
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MAC Cardona celebrates with team 


manager Terry Capistrano, 


UAAP-NCAA 
All-Star today 


‘THERE'LL be an abundance of talent as newly 
crowned UAAP champion De La Salle and 
NCAA titlist Philippine Christian U lead the 
cast in the UAAPNCAA All-Star Showdown 
today at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Kicking of the event is Game 2 of the women's 
basketbal finals between Ateneo and defending 
champion Adamson at 10 am. 

‘Ateneo took Game 1, 67-64, last Thursday 

Inthe AllStar games, La Salle and Ateneo will 
team up this time to form the UAAP 2 squad to- 
gether with standouts from UE and Adamson. 
‘They wil battle the NCAA 2 team of University of 
Perpetual Help, San Sebastian San Beda and St. 
Benilde. Gametime is 5 p.m. 

"The NCAA 1 group of PCU, Levan, Mapua and 
Jose Rizal wil collide with the UAAP 1 crew of Far 
Eastem, University of the Philippines, University 
(of Sto. Tomas and National University at 3 p.m. 

Coaching UAAP 2 is La Salles Franz Pumaren, 
who picked Archers Mac Cardona, Joseph Yeo, TY 
‘Tang, Jerwin Gaco, Junjun Cabatu. He added fi- 
nals hero JV Casio, after Ateneo's LA Tenorio 
begged off due toa RP team commitment. Also in 
the fold are Eagles JC Intal and Paolo Bugia, UES 
KG Canaleta, Paolo Hubalde and Rookie of the 
Year Marcy Arellano, and Adamsoris Ken Bono. 

NCAA 2 mentor Bai Cristobal enlisted Perpetu- 
als Noy Javier, Kiel Misa, Fritz Bauzon, Vladimir 
Joe, Robert Bamson and Marcel Cuenco. He 
‘added SSC’ Leo Najorda, Pep Moore and Red Vi- 
cente, San Bedas Alex Angeles and Jerome Pater- 
no, and St. Benilde’s Jay Sagad. 

NCAA 1 coach Loreto Tolentino will bank on 
PCUS rookie MVP Gabby Espinas, Robert Sanz, 
lan Garrido, Mon Retaga, Jason Castro and Joel 
Solis. Also suiting up are Letran’s Mark Andaya 
and Boyet Bautista, Mapua's Erwin Sa. Maria and 
Christian Guevara, and JRUS Medo Santos and 
Marco Fajardo. 

FEU' Koy Banal leads UAAP 1 with MVP Ar- 
wind Santos, RJ Rizada, Dennis Miranda, Jeff 
Chan, Don Yabut and Mark sip, UPS Toti Almeda, 
Jireh Tbafez and Josant Cervantes, USTS Chris 
tian Luanzon and Warren de Guzman, and NUs 
Rey Mendoza, The event will benef the Bantay 
Bata 163 child-aid projet. Jasmine W. Payo 
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La Salle needs another 
great coach after Franz 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


AFTER the ecstacy, La Salle woke up 
the morning after with only a short 
list of possible replacements for its 
overachieving championship coach. 

Franz Pumaren has undeniably 
pulled an amazing feat in college bas- 
ketball after steering the Archers to five 
championships in seven years. 

However, his impending departure 
has left a void that the UAAP champion 
team has started to feel this early. 

“Many people now want him back 
next year. After the game, everyone was 
chanting ‘one more year,” said La Salle 
team manager Terry Capistrano. “But I 
think the fact that he announced it, tsa 
strong indication that that's it. He needs 
to rest. Is about time he takes a break, 
seven years can be tiring. So the best 
thing to dois to ler him unwind.” 


Relieved 

Pumaren, indeed, looked relieved af- 
ter the Archers bagged the champi- 
onship by unseating defending titlist 
Far Eastern U Tamaraws in a dramatic 
68-65 victory last Thursday. 

"I think I've accomplished everything 
any college coach could wish for," noted 
Pumaren, who wrapped up his seven- 
year stint with an impressive 98-27 win- 
Joss record. "I've given up so many offers 
in the professional ranks just to coach 

because thats how much | 
ing college basketball.” 
“Tm sure the school will try to talk to 
him. But if he'll reconsider, | think its a 
remote possibility.” said Capistrano. 

La Salle athletic director Danny Jose 
is similarly doubtful. “The fact that he 
already announced his desire to step 
down, it will prompt La Salle to look for 
anew coach. But we give him credit for 
the five championships. The schoo! will 
now have to look around, and maybe 
we'll have a short list in two to three 
months,” he said. 


Reliable 

Aside from Pumaren, only forward 
Jerwin Gaco is leaving the team. All the. 
‘other reliable players like Mac Cardona, 
Joseph Yeo, JV Casio, TY Tang and Ryan. 
Araña will be back to defend the title. 

Marco Batricevic, a 6-f00t-6 high 
school standout from La Salle Green- 
hills will also beef up the Archers’ ros- 
ternext season. 

“He's our main recruit but we're also 
talking to a couple of other players,” 


LA Salle coach Franz Pumaren: 


disclosed Capistrano. 
“Our chances next year are still pret- 
ty good," he added. 


oe ə ii, 
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JERWIN Gaco of La Salle and Arwind Santos dive for the loose ball in the final seconds of the UAAP finals. 


AS I said, 1 expected La Salle to win. So, 
when the Green Archers defeated the Far 
Eastern University Tamaraws on Thurs- 
day, 68-65, to win the UAAP basketball 
title two games to one, I was the least 
surprised. 

Hey fellas, Lam not trying to breast-beat. 
No. Is just that I believed La Salle had the 
experience, coaching-wise, period. 

Never mind the players. Rookies or 
not, when a good coach is handling 
them, expect surprises to happen to the 
team, Even miracles. 

In case you missed it, I did also say in 
my pre-championship forecast here yes- 
terday that the better coach would win it. 

Again, | am not trying to breast-beat. 
No. Its just that La Salle coach Franz 
Pumaren is so good, foxy even, 1 am still 
wondering why nobody's gotten hold of 
him in the PBA backyard up to now. 

He's become too expensive, maybe? 

Cut the crap. 

T know he gets a princely sum coach- 
ing La Salle but that doesn't mean no 
PBA team can afford Franz. Pumaren. 
Dont they pay 200K a month to even a 


gets a victory ride after the Archers beat the Tamarawsfor the UAAP title. — srieu. simento 


Indeed, there seems no reason for 
Pumaren to worry. He has established 


his dynasty and legacy in La Salle. 


MAYBE it was the frustration of 
af coming towithina follow-up bas- 
ket ofthe UAAP title. 

Because despite a relatively 
colorful college career that he 
can close the book on, Arwind 
Santos feels heisn'tdone yet with 
the UAAR 

‘And if he can have his way, he's 
going to play one more season 
with the FEU Tamaraws next year 
without compromising his ulti- 

g mate dream of turning profes- 
pan 

“4 will apply for the PBA draft 

3 next year. But if possible, 1 still 
3 want to play for FEU. The PBA 
É season starts after the UAAR so 


before,” said Santos. 

1a Salles Don Allado set the 
precedent in 1999. After being 
drafted by Alaska, the PBAS top 
rookie pick still led the Archers to 
their second straight champi- 
onship before finally joining the 
Aces latein the year. 

The next PBA rookie draft is 
tentatively set on Aug. 7, 2005, 
but the season starts in October, 
or just around the end of the col 
lege season. 

But what has been done before 
was that the UAAP removed the 
possibility of the Allado incident 
happening again. In fact, Univer 


Henow leaves a team that seems poised 
toestablish a new one. But they'll need an- 
other great coach to take them there, 


“xp santos torn between turning 
s) pro and staying on with FEU 


ruled that once a player is draft- 
ed, he is ineligible to play for his 
school 

"There is a rule that once your 
name is called in the draft, you 
cannot play anymore im the 
UAAR That still stands,” said 
UAAP president Danny. 

Santos last chance wi 
can convince next year's board to 
amend that ruling 

“Tm now the breadwinner. Pm 
also helping my brother and his 
family," said Santos, explaining 
the urge to turn pro next year 

What he cart put to words is 
the desireto suit upin a Tamaraw 
uniformone last time. Jasmine 


baka pwede pa. It has been done 


Praising Pumaren 


SPECTATOR Pa 


nondescript coach there? And that 
amount most team owners would con- 
sider starvation pay? 

Give me that money and İTİ readi 
ject a column-writing job at the New 
York Times—even if the offer from the 
Big Apple biggie beats my pay by a thou- 
sand dollars a month. 

‘Two hundred thousand pesos a month 
in this country, why that's more than 
‘enough to make me live like a king in Bog- 
tong Silag, Mangatarem, Pangasinan. 

Over there, a kilo of fish like “banak” 
or"pingaw" or “malaga” can be had at 70 
bucks. 

ver there, the folk still cherish cen: 
turies-old tradition: they allow anyone 
to pick ready-to-cook vegetables from 
the backyard without permission from 
the owner. 

‘Over there, everybody owns every- 
body's produce: calamansi, camote tops, 
catudoy, kang kong, string beans, patola, 
ampalaya, calabasa, eggplant, etc. 

A bowl of pinakber, with squash flow- 
ers in it, was what | had for dinner over 
there Thursday, an hour or so after La 


Salle had completed its monumental 
‘comeback to the throne since becoming 
a mere spectator in the UAAP Finals last 
year berween FEU and Areneo. 

Na doubt Franz Pumaren was the bet- 
ter coach on Thursday, although FEU 
coach Koy Banal could not be denied as 
he had put upa gallant stand in the face 
of adversity. In fact, | give credit to Koy in 
the dying seconds of the game, with the 
crown on the line. 

With time down to 24.9, La Salle up by 
one, 66-65, Koy Banal devised during 
timeout what was supposed to be the ti- 
lewinning play for the Tamaraws. 
‘Anointing Dennis "Denok" Miranda to go 
for the kill, Miranda however missed 


what could have been the most memo- 
rable shot on a night filled with thrills 
and triples. 

‘Although Miranda saw himself being 
double-teamed, he managed to extricate 
himself somewhat from the right flank. 
Getting a view of the ring from the 
perimeter, he did an off-balanced takeoff 
and fired. Pitifully, the banked shot cir- 
dled the ring and rimmed out, eliciting a 
roar from a crowd that filled every avail 
able space at the 20,000-seat Cubao Big 
Dome. 

İn the ensuing scramble for the most 
important rebound of the night, Tama: 
raw Arwind Santos, the 6-f00t-4 2004 
MVP, fouled MacMac Cardona, the 6- 
foot-1 Archer whom Santos defeated for 
the MVP plum. 

With 2.2 seconds left, Cardona coolly 
sank the free throws and next watched in 
delight as FEU missed a desperation shot 
from across the court. 

After the game, Cardona said, “I kept 
telling my teammates, kaya natin ito, 
guys (We can doit, guys) 

Said Frans Pumaren of Cardona, an 


sity of the East's James Yap tried 
to do it this year, but the UAAP Payo 


arm wrapped around Cardona's neck: 
“This is my MVP” 

Sure, Cardona was consistently bri 
tiant ali throughout and I raise a glass to 
him. 

But this night of nights, 1 do not only 
Jit a glass to Je Casio, whose last of 
three triples with 249 ticks left gave La 
Salle back the lead, 66-65, after Mark 
Isip put FEU on top, 65-63, on backsto- 
back hits with 29 seconds remaining. For 
vee, 1 will lift a whole bottle of cham- 
pagne, 

"This is a team of destiny” said Pranz 
Pumaren of his boys. "Wo believed in 
ourselves—thats the secret of this victo- 

From 1998, Franz has given La Salle 
five UAAP crowns, missing just one Fi 
nals appearance in the last seven years of 
the league. If thats not Hall of Fame 
stu what is? 

Yes, Franz, its time to move on as 
what you've said in your valediciory 
speech. Yes, Franz, at the amateur back: 
yard, here's nothing to prove anymore. 

PBA, here Lcome? 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2004 


Alaska, 
FedEx 
to tour 
malls 


MIKE Cortez of Alaska and Renren 
Ritualo of FedEx are expected to 

lead their respective teams’ ap- 

pearances at Robinsons Place- 

Manila and Robinsons-Cainta, re- 

spectively, today as part of the on- 

going PBAS One-on-One at Robin- 

sons Malls promo tour. 

The Alaska and FedEx cagers 
“vil meet and greet their fans who 
will get the chance to have their 
pictures taken with their favorite 
players or get their autographs. 
Both squads will also conduct 
their respective team marketing 
days where each team will mount 
its own activity and do its own 
event. 

‘Also on tap in the mall-hopping 
tour, organized by PBA Properties 
inc. and supported by Accel, 
FedEx and Mail and More, is the 
PBA interactive display, an exhibit 
‘composed of a photo gallery, hand 
ind shoe prints, giant inflatable 
basketballs, graffiti wall, and a 
half court. 

"The PBA interactive centers are 
set up on two designated Robin- 
sons malls each week till Oct. 31 
to be spiced up by a rotation of vis- 
its by the PBA cagers and teams. 

‘The activities at Robinsons 
Place-Manila and Robinsons-Cain- 
ta will end tomorrow with Robin- 
sons-Novaliches and Robinsons: 
Imus hosting the event Oct. 4-10. 

ss The event is also expected to 
dram up interest in the pro league, 
which kieks off its new season to- 
morrow featuring San Miguel 
Beer against Talk N Text in the 
One Philippines Cup at the Arane- 
ta Coliseum. 

Red Bull and Barangay Ginebra 
players will visit Robinsons-No- 
valiches and Robinsons-Imus, re- 
spectively, on Oct. 9. 

Themal-hopping tour will then. 
visit Robinsons-Pampanga and 

Robinsons-Dasmarihas on Oct. 
11-17 featuring Shell and Sta. Lu- 
cia, respectively, while Coca-Cola 
and San Miguel will be at Robin- 
sonsSta. Rosa and Robinsons- 
Metro East when the event is next 
staged on Oct. 18-24. 

The series winds up on Oct, 25- 
31 with Talk 'N Text and Purefoods 
guesting at Robinsons-Lipa and 
Robinsons-Gallera, respectively. 


by Chin Seul 


venue gives 
edge in their 
Competition 


Zambales. 
‘This was 


has been trai 


squad suffer 
hands of 
evening burr 


Ho Chi Minh 


TODAY'S SCHEDULE (UB GYAN 
Tam.—Basteball cnc (7-16 years old) 
‘3p,m—Lacal championship (Skis competion) 
5 pm —NBC Shoot-ouvStam Dunk finals 
7pm—iltSiar Game 


BAGUIO CITY—Former PBA hotshot Al Solis’ 
South Selection is slightly favored over the 
North squad when they clash at 7 p.m. today 


in the fifth Southeast Asian Canoe 
‘Championships and the 3rd Junior 
Southeast Asian Canoe Champi- 
‘onships which start today in Subic, 


team coach Leonor Escollante who 
three weeks ago at the waterfront of 
the Fisherman's Wharf Resor inside 


the Subic Bay Freeport Zone. 
Leading the host team’s bid are 


Filipina booters suffer loss 


THE PHILIPPINE women’s football 


in the Asean Football Federation 
(AFF) Women's Championship in 


A moments loss of concentra- 


ANJA Vanessa Peter, a I7-year-old German student, prepares to return a serve 


‘of South Korea. Peter won. 


SEA Canoe Championships 
attract 10 national squads 


SUBIC BAY—Familiarity of the 


Jonard Saren, Southeast Asiam 
record holder of the 1000-m junior 
kayaksingle and Ryan Ronald Taba- 
gan. Top bet for the 1000-m Kİ is 
17-year-old Marvin Amposta who 
will compete in both the junior and 
seniors competitions. 

‘Norwell Cajes, who has been a 
consistent performer in the national 
pools time trial, is expected to excel 
inthe 100-m canoe singles. 

April Mae Peñalosa, holder of the 
SEA junior 200-m kayak single, is 
the top ber in the women's side. 

The Philippines grinds it out for 
three days against nine other South- 


Filipino athletes an 
bid to provide worthy 
against favored rivals 


the assessment of RP 


ining her athletes since 


tion just 10 minutes after kickoff 
gifted Indonesia with the winning 
goal in spite of the Filipinas’ domi- 
nation of the last 65 minutes of 
their inaugural contest. A cracking 
30-yard blast by Letecia Bautista 
before half time almost pulled the 
fighting Filipinas even. They con- 


ed a 1.0 defeat at the. 
Indonesia Thursday 
remained in contention 


City Viemam. 


South favored over North in All-Star 


uy SPORTS 


HK duo Trubs RP pair 
dor boys’ doubles title 


OP SEEDS Martin Sayer and 
Lai Xiao Peng of Hong Kong 
bagged the boys’ doubles title 

by drubbing the second-ranked Fil- 

ipino pair of Kyle Joshua Dandan 

and Ralph Kevin Barte, 7-6 (5), 6-3, 

yesterday in the 2004 Enervon 

Tablet-Futures Foundation Interna- 

tional Juniors Tennis Champi- 

onships at the Ynares Socio-Cultur- 
al Sports Center in Pasig City. 

Sayer had earlier advanced to the singles fi- 
nal, eating seventh-sced Ralph Kevin Barte, 
62,6-2. 

Sayer, ranked No. 174 in the ITF Juniors 
and the singles top seed, will meet unranked 
local Nico Riego De Dios at 9 a.m. today. 

Riego De Dios pulled off a 7-6 (8), 6-2 up- 
set win over second-ranked Taiwanese Chang 
Huai-en in the other semifinal match of the 
event also supported by Unilab, adidas, 
Prince rackets, Toby's, Nassau balls and Holi- 
day Inn Manila Galleria. 

“Chang is an offensive player so I need to 
change the pace of my ball,” said Riego De 
Dios of Olongapo City. 
zo De Dios, training under former 


Davis Cupper Beeyong Sison in the Subic 
Bay International Tennis Academy, expects à 
strong challenge against the big-serving 
Sayer. 

“Sayer has a good forehand and it will be 
tough to beat him. But will do my best,” said 
the 17-year-old Riego De Dios, who also 
trained in the United States last year. 

Playing inthe giis singles final also set at 9 
am. today are third-seed Filipino-German. 
Anja Vanessa Peter and fifth-seed Japanese 
‘Ayumi Okuma. 

Peter, 17, ousted top seed Korean Chin Seul. 
Ki, 6-4, 6-1, while Okuma, a 14-year-old net- 
ter from Chiba City, outclassed seventh- 
ranked Korean Jeong Yoon Young, 6-0, 6-1. 

“Tm happy to be in the final. I think it will 
be a tough match. Okuma can play hard and 
flat ball She's tough,” said the 5-foot-8 Peter, 
who had competed in European Tennis Asso- 
ciation tournaments and was a semifinalist in 
two ITF Juniors Circuit. 

Peter, whose mother is a Filipino, was born 
in Saudi Arabia and grew up in Moefelden- 
Waudorf town in Germany. 

Meanwhile, today is the start of the two- 
day qualifying round of the Phinma Group In- 
ternational Juniors Championships slated 
Oct. 4-10. 


east Asian countries, including pow- 
erhouse teams Indonesia, Viemam, 
Myanmar and Thailand which are 
expected to crowd it out at the top. 
A total of 48 gold medals are up 
for grabs in the event supported by 
the PSC, PCSO, Philippine Conven- 
tion and Visitors Corp. SBMA, Subic 
Fisherman's Wharf Resor, Subic in- 
temational Hotel, SMC, Viva Miner- 
al Water, Smart Addict Mobile, Mc- 
Donalds-Olongapo,  Coppertone 
Sport, Tribu Sandals, Subic Bay 
Medical Center, Astron Communica- 
tion Systems, IDG Productions and 
Penta Shimizu-Toa Joint Venture. 


tinued the same attacks in the sec- 
ond half, keeping the Indonesians 
on the defensive until the last sec- 
ond of the match. 

Now in a must-win situation to 
advance into the semifinal round, 
the Philippines takes on Singapore. 
this afternoon (Saturday) at 3 p.m. 


OPEN TO SERVE YOU! 


2nd Level, 
Taguig,-Metro Manila 


Global City, Fort Bonifacio 


BesAS SHOES AND SERVICES 


"We make shoes and bags look new again, the right way!" 


Offering complete shoe repairs, renewal, shine, color, 
rersole, protector, bags, luggage, attache cases, metal parts, 
buckles replacements etc. Using all imported materials 
as good as the original or even better. 

We also offer Made to Order footwear, Measure to fit shoes for 
men, ladies and children, All Works Guaranteed for comfort, 
durability and style. Signature and branded catalogs available. 
European leathers and rubber soling similar tö High Fashion 
brands use fora very reasonable price. 


Visit us now and we shall be glad to be of service to you! 


in the NBC (National Basketball Conference) 
All-Star game at the University of Baguio gym 

Pre-season MVP Chico Lanete, former pro 
Ruben de la Rosa, Ardy Larong and ex NU 
Bulldog Alfie Grialdo, all of Tribu Sugbu, will 
banner the South team. 

‘The other players are Iloilos Carlos Sayon 
Jr. and Francis Sanz, Ozamiz Corta's Egay 


COMMAND THE VOLVO S80. REFINED 
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Mula sa SMART—ang tanging nagbibigay 
“ng mga matitinding serbisyo tulad ng 


‘ n For 30 days, laking papremyong pang-negosyo 


Kaya Register To | 
Baka Ikaw Na Ang 


Sa bawat load mo ng SMART Buddy Load o Talk 'N Text Load, panalo 


, To register, key in 5 
X MILYÓN space MILYON REG 
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E «Full Name>* <Address>* | 12 Sta. Cruz St, | Send to 270, 
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AMATEUR TOUR 


Saragoza coasts to victory 


b TUE 
—... 


BOYET Saragoza holds off Jun Bernis en route to the title. 


Fujian team tests 


A TEAM from Fujian province in 
China is arriving today via Philip- 
Pine Airlines to slug it out with 
four local squads in the 2nd Na- 
tional Women's Invitational Bas- 
ketball Championship set Oct. 4-9 
at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

‘The Chinese team, represent- 
ed by Motorstar Motorcycle 
Women's Selection Team, is 
headed by Peter Ty.and team 
leader Lu Lian Jie. 

Testing the mettle of the visi- 
tors are the RP national wom- 
en's team of coach Bay Cristo- 


bal, Philippine Maritime Insti- 
tute, champion in the Colleges 
and Universities Sports Associ- 
ations (Cusa) and a selection 
from the National Athletic As- 
sociation of Schools, Colleges 
and Universities (Naascu) and 
Bulacan State University of the 
Philippine Schools, Colleges, 
Universities Athletic Associa- 
tion (PSCUAA). 

"The five teams will play a sin- 
gle round robin elimination in 
this tournament organized by 
the Basketball Association of 


LIPA, Batangas— Former national player Boyet Saragoza 


kepta tight watch on Jun Bernis to scorea five-stroke victo- | 


ry in the championship division despite a bogey-bogey fin- 
ish in the fifth leg of the Samsung Amateut Tour elimina- 
tions at the Mt. Malarayat Golf and Country Club in Lipa, 
Batangas. 

Saragoza never allowed Ber- 
nis, the reigning national ama- 
teur champ, to come closer than 
four strokes early in the final 
round ashe even went up by sev- 
en to complete the rout with a 
dosing three-over-par 75 for a 
72-hole aggregate of 293. 

Bemis, down by five after 
Round 3, inched to within four 
twice but couldn’ get any closer. 
The Puerto Rico World Amateur- 
bound player had a 75 and ended 
in a tie with Dave Hernandez at 
298. The other men's division win- 

Hemandez, who recently won ners were: Emil Alviar who 
the Malarayat mid-amateur tide, romped toa five-shot win in Class 
capped abig rally fromawoefil 81 Bwith an81-158, Art dela Fuente 
inthe opening round witha72.  (86-169) in Class C, and Joven 

Saragoza thus joined Juvic Pa- Papio (95-184) in Class D. 
gunsan and three others in next — In the ladies category, Rita Ho- 
Years grand finals of the tourney ran (Class B) and Yoon Mijung 
also sponsored by Tokyo Tokyo, (Class C) beat jungolfers Frances 
Gatorade, Philippine Airlines, Bawal and Andie Unson, respec- 
adidas Taylor Made, KZG by Cus. tively, for the crown. 
tom Çlubmakers, Pink Patio Bora- The eliminations move to the 
cay, Coppertone Sport and Rogin- Camp John Hay course in Baguio 
E. Killer Bee, Jam 88.3, Wave forthesixihleg on Oct. 19-22. 


local lady cagers 


the Philippines (BAP) in coop- 
eration with the Philippine In- 
tegrated Chinese Athletic Asso- 
ciation (Picaa). The team with 
the best card will be the cham- 
pion. 

Graham Lim, BAP secretary 
general, said the opening game 
will be graced by BAP president 
Quinteliano Literal, BAPexecu- and taekwondo chief Robert 
tive vice president Christian Aventajado, Philippine Ami 

aa president Alvin Tai, teur Athletic Association 
Philippine Sports Commission. (Patafa) president Go Teng Kok 
er William Ramirez, and former and judo head director Reynal 
Tarlac representative Peping doJaylo. 


89.1, Magic 89.9, 99.5 RT and 
103.5 K-Lite are media partners. 
Lina de Guzman, another ex- 
national player, was unchal- 
lenged in ladies Class A with his 
second straight one-under 71, 


Samantha Cebrero (80-158) 

Pitong Quiocho recovered 
from a three-shot deficit to beat 
Rodel Mangulabnan by a stroke 
for the men's Class A plum. Quio- 
cho shot 73-152 while Mangulab- 
nan stumbled with a 77-153. 


Cojuangco, president of the 
Philippine Equestrian Associa- 
tion. The Cojuangco clan, in- 
cluding former President Cora- 
zon C. Aquino, traces its roots 
to Fujian, China. 

Also expected to grace the 
opening ceremonies are Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee chair 


CANNESLIONS 


INTERNATIONAL ADVERTISING FESTIVAL 


IT'S HUNTING SEASON. 


vae Daily Ire. the sont’ fea festival representative. supports te bun or our int Gold Laon 


good fot a 16-stroke win over | 


SPORTSWATCH 


Buhain congratulates Archers 

PHILIPPINE Sports Commission Chalr Eric Buhal yesterday ex- 
pressed high hopes that the show of support and unt In the UAAP 
‘would be replicated by the whole nation as "one big schoo” raling be: 
ind national athletes competing inthe 2005 Southeast Asian Games. 
Buhain, a La Salle Zobel and De La Salle Philadelphia alumnus, con- 
gratulated the De La Salle Green Archers for winning the 2004 UAAP 
men's seniors basketball crown and also commended runner-up Far 
Eastern University Tamaraws. Bunain a back-to-back recipient of the 
Best Male Athlete award of the 1989 and 1991 Sea Games, also served 
as head coach of the De La Saile University swimming team. 


SLCUAA semis begins today 

SEMIFINAL hostes in the Sh Southern Luzon Colleges and Universities 
Athletic Association (SLCUAA) volleyball competitions begin today with a 
hasuy 12-9am bil atthe Brent tation Schoo! Mana. Eiminaon. 
round leader San Pedro Collsge of Business Administration rounds ou the 
“qam schedule at Court 1 against University of Perpetual Help Data 
System-Calamba in women's action at 2:15 pm, folowed by the UPHDS- 
Molino-Brent women's clash at 4 p.m. St. Joseph Academy takas on Brent 
218377. while St Francis of Assisi Coleg Systum-Bayanan bates Cole- 
Gio San Agustin-Binan at 9:15 a.m., both in the 14-Under Division, 


st Partners Cup on today 
‘THE FIRST Partners Cup 2004 invitational badminton tournament among 
business partners of Robinsons Land Corp. wil be heid today at the Asun- 
cion Badminton Centerin San Juan, Meiro Mana. At least 250 parici- 
panis and guests comprising executives, contractors and suppliers of RLC 
ar entered in sbe categories in ha tournament that wil be spiced up by 
tahiin matches of television and movie celbrfes and rational cham- 
ons, coding one from indonesia. Paolo Bediones, host of the top-rated 
realty show Extra Challenge, wil play with former beauty queen and fim 
actress Daisy Reyes in one ofthe spe doubles matches. 


Derby aficionados gather at Roligon 
THOUSANDS of derby aficionados trom Metro Manila, Quezon, Caio 
Batangas, Laguna. Rizal, Bulacan, Pampanga, Bataan and Pangasinan 
troop to Roligon Mega Cockpit today as they provide support to their 
respective horoos as new, upcoming and veteran gamefowl breeders 
‘dash for recognition and supremacy. A joint undertaking of Rolly Ligon 
nd Thunderbird Power Feeds for tne past nine years, the Stag Festival 
Derby has provided the right stage for budding rooster-raisers to test 
and showcase their yearly produce. This 2004 edition stakes 
1,000,000 in guaranteed cash prizes for an entry fes of P8,600. Also 
in Support ot this derby are Lakpue Drug and Casino Filipino. 


Mendoza entry prevails anew 

FAST-RISING gamefowl breeder engineer Arthur Mendoza of Golden War- 
riors Farmin Agoncilo. Batangas continues to dominate the stag derby 
Scene ater scoring fou wins out of four malches to ouiclass 61 other en- 
tries during last Thursday's 4-stag derby at the Daang-Hari Coliseum in 
Bgy. Pasong Buwaya, Molino, Cavite. Riding-high from a runner-up finish 
inthe recent 112-ertry Ray- Showdown 7-Stag contest at Roligon Mega 
Cocpit and a conquest ofa 4-stag eventin Candelaria, Quezon, Mendoza 
18 proving to bean emerging forc in local cockfighting. A college buddy of 
Sweater ig Sonny Lagon of Blue Bla Farm, Mendoza has been making 
a name for tise since he started raising fing Cocks two years ago. 


ACCI 9-ball tourney slated 

THE IST Architectural Center Club Inc. 9-al tounament wil be heid on 

Friday, Oct 8, at Ihe ACC] clubhouse on Palma St in Maka Ciy. The for- 

mat or the series, meant so foster goodvi among club members, wil be 
Tound-robin, rac to fve racks. Composing tha toumament committee are 
"od Songsong, chair, Bern Manaloto, director; Conrado Baldrama, tech- 
Tical committee chair: Francisco Fameno Jr ex oficia member Al mem- 
Ders ang their ends are enjoined to register and join the tournament 


www.canneslions.com 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2004 


NEARING HISTORY 

Seattle Mariners’ Ichiro Suzuld follows through with his 256th hit of 
the season Thursday. Suzuki needs one more hit to reach to equal 
the most hits in a season record of 257 set by George Sisler in 1920. 


M PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPORTS 


TROUBLE-FREE WIN 
Murakami rules Riviera 


FORMER national champion Artemio 
Murakami coasted to a trouble-free 
victory in the third Riviera Amateur 
Golf Championship yesterday, firing a 
one-under par 70 and beating Jay 
Bayron by six strokes at Riviera's 
Langer course in Silang, Cavite. 

A birdie on the tricky par-4 18th capped Mu- 
rakami's impressive performance in the touma- 
‘ment. He shot a 68 in the first round and used 
this as the springboard to rout the field that in- 
cluded two of the mainstays of the national team 


Generals top 


THE EMILIO Aguinaldo College Generals 
bagged the 3rd Universities and Colleges Ath- 
leties Association (UCAA) men's basketball 
crown unbeaten following an 85-79 victory 
over the Philippine School of Business Admin- 
istration Jaguars in the finals Thursday night 
atthe Pasay Sports Complex. 

Ron Jayson Buenafe, voted as the 
league's Most Valuable Player (MVP), pro- 


competing in next month's World Amateurs in 
Puerto Rico. 

He was never seriously threatened from Day 
One and, counting his 74 and 71 in the middle 
rounds, Murakami closed out with a 283. 

Bayron, six down at the start of the day, tried 
to apply the pressure early with a birdie on No. 1 
but Murakami simply matched the feat and vir- 
tually spent the day fine-tuning his swing and 
polishing his putting stroke. 

Bayron holed out with a 70 and took runner- 
uphonorswitha 289. 

Erstwhile joint second Marvin Dumandan 


UCAA hoops 


vided the spark for the Generals with a 
game-high 24 points, including eight in the 
crucial stretch. 

They cut short the best-of-three title series, 
2.0, and completed a record 17-0 romp of the 
two-month long meet backed by Molten and 
Mikasa balls, New Balance shoes, Arena 
swimwear, Accel, Villa de Oro Resorts Bora 
cayand Shakeys Pizza. 


Trinidad vows RP trade team in thick of the fight 


to KO Mayorga 


NEW YORK—Puerto Rico's Felix Trinidad re- 
turns to boxing after a 29-month layoff here 
Saturday in a 12-round welterweight show- 
down against Nicaraguan Ricardo Mayorga. 

“Trinidad, 41-1 with 34 knockouts, is coming 
out of retirement in his first fight since losing to 
undisputed middleweight champion Bemard 
Hopkins here three years ago. 

"fm going to win. Tm wel prepared to win by 
knockout or by decision if thats the way it 
comes; Tinidad said. 

“Tm so calm and confident in my victory Ihave 
my mind set for victory” 

‘Mayorga, 27-4 with one draw and 23 knock- 
outs, has talked tough about making Trinidads 
retum a brief one. “Trinidad will wish he never 
came out of retirement after he fights me. 1 wil 
send him back to Puerto Rico on a stretcher." AFP 


LLOYD Reynante kept the RP-Pagcor 
Casino Filipino Trade Team in the 
thick of the fight of the Dji Sam Soe 
"Tour of Indonesia cycling classic by 
finishing third in Stage 4 from Se- 
marang to Yogyakarta Thursday. 
Reynante made a breakaway bid at 


GMA wishes cyclists good luck 


cling, headed by Bert Lina, and Puer- 
to Princesa City, under Mayor Edward 
Hagedorn, the President also under- 
scored cycling's role in achieving a 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo has 
wished members of the national team 
good luck in their campaign in the 
oth Asian Mountain Bike Champi- 
onships which will be staged Oct. 7t0 
10 in Puerto Princesa City: 

Tn her message to the team mem- 
bers and organizers led by PhilCy- 


the Gian Asia Racing Team. 


Strong Republic. 


The: coolest 


the halfway mark before yielding to ira- 
nian Ghader Mizbani and Taiwanese Lai 
Kuan Hua, who made it a 1-2 finish for 


Reynante, the 2004 Tour Pilipinas 
runner-up, covered the 147.7-km up- 
hilkdownhill grind in four hours, 54 


“Cycling, like most others sports, 
develops patience, perseverance and 
mental toughness crucial to the for- 


minutes and 10 seconds to duplicate his 
third-place finish in the second lap Tues- 
day 

Despite favoring an injured right leg, 
Mizbani asserted his billing as one of 
Asia's best climbers to top the lap in 
4:49:51. 


mation of well-rounded individuals 
who make something of themselves 
for the benefit of the country,” wrote 
the president. 

“Conquering rugged terrain and 
foul weather shows the triumph of 
the human spirit against overwhelm- 
ing odds," she added. 


family 


nm 


moved to within four strokes after nine holes 
‘with a 34 but three bogeys in the last six holes 
slowed down his bid. 

pole seed ora 72 and wound up third witha 

-Javic Pagunsan, who, with Michael Bibat and 
Jun Beris, will banner the RP team in the Puer- 
to Rico bash next month, limped with a 72 and 
finished a disappointing fourth at 295. 

Worse was Bibat, who wound up seventh in 
the event sponsored by Pacsports and DHL with 
2302 aftera73 behind Ray Sangil (73:300) and 
Gene Bondoc (73:301). 


Filipino AF3: 
bets struggle | 


BOGOR, Indonesia--Indonesian Anan- 
da Mikola posted the fastest times in the. 
first two of three official practice races 
Friday atthe Sentul International Circuit | 
and emerged as the driver to beatin the 
fourth leg ofthe Pertamina Fastron Asian 
Formula 3 Grand Prix. 

Mikola, the 24-year-old son of the cir- 
cait's owner, clocked 1:25.2 in the first 
practice race and matched that time in 
his second practice race an hour later, 
easily outracing Christian Jones, the se- 
ries leader, and ireland's John O'Hara. 

“Jones clocked a second-best time of 
1:25.6 in the first practice race and did a 
third-best 1:26.2 in the second race as 
against the 1:25.8 and 1:25.6 of O'Hara. 

Defending champion Pepon Marave, 
who has lent the car he drove to victory 
, last year to O'Hara, was fourth fastest in 

the second practice race, clocking 
1272. 

Young gun Tyson Sy, competing in the 
promotions class, outshone the veterans 
in the field, among them Mark Goddard 
of Great Britain and fellow Filipino 
Richard Joson. 

Filipino Enzo Pastor continued to 
struggle while compatriot Dado Peña 
failed to finish practice for the second 
| Straight day, 


| 
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LIFESTYLE 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 8 


Hagedorn lauds sepak takraw team 
MAYOR Edward Hagedom praised Puerto Princesa Cy’ sepak takraw team 


for helping the Philippines to a thir 


place finish overall in the fourth Brunei- 


Indonesi- Malaysla-Phlippines East Asean Growth Area Friendship Games in 
Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia, The Puerto Princesa team is composed of athletes 
Jojie Geal, Roel Anosa, nier Cadbay and Ray Dagaraga. 


Hurting Tiger 


TIGER Woods, who injured his back after sleeping awewardiy 
in his private plane, grimaces as he plays out of the rough. 


Avallabiğ fali leading dept. stores and sports houses nationwide 


THOMASTOWN, Ireland—Tiger Woods hardly looked 
like himself until a painful first round at the American 
Express Championship was over and he signed for a 4- 
under 68, two shots out of the lead at a tournament he 


has won the last two years. 


è 
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Three shoot for WNCAA semis 

THREE squads fight it out today for the last two semifinal slots in the WNCAA 
basketball tournamant atthe St Scholastic College gym. Riza Technolog- 
cal U batis semimalt Lyceum at 12:30 pm., seeking win No. 8 that would 
gfe them the third siot. ALS p.m., Centro Escolar University (6-2) wil have 
fhe chance to settle the final with a victory over Miriam College (5-3). 


On the practice range, he round, then finished it in style. He | 
swung like an amateur getting made four straight birdies, and 


ready for a Wednesday pro-am even his lone 

round on the PGA Tour. 
Airibute that to a back in- lead. 

jury that made him wince, grit 


bogey on the final 
hole didn’t keep him out of the 


“The putter felt good the whole 


his teeth, buckle his knees and day” he said. “If you can't put these 


generally look miserable. 


greens, you canit putt, because the 


British Open champion Todd greens are spectacular” 


Hamilton, who took the lead 
with a 6-under 66 and heard 


Hamilton wasn't alone. 
Adam Scott recovered from a 


the stories about Woods injury, three-putt from 3Y feet—including 


chalked it up to something else. 


one of 16 inches—for a double bo- 


"Even if the guy is healthy or gey on No. 11 by making birdie on 
hun, hes got a big heart,” five of his last six holes for a 67. 


Hamilton said. “The guy never 
gives up” 


‘Also one shot behind was the 
winning Ryder Cup trio of Sergio 


Hamilton has a claret jug Garcia, Luke Donald and Miguel 
from winning the British Open. Angel Jimenez, along with Stuart 
What really helped him Thurs- Appleby and Steve Flesch. 


day was a hot putter, which can 


Woods injury is in his upper 


feel like a magic wand on the back, although he traces it to ribs 


pure greens of Mount Juliet. 


not gliding properly, and he often 


Hamilton made birdie putts closed his left arm over his chest af- 


of 20 and 15 feet early in his ter each swing. 


AP 


Roddic 


Federer trounced Swiss compatriot Ivo 
Heuberger, 6-1, 6-3, Thürsday and cruised in- 
toto the Thailand Open quarterfinals. + 

‘Second seeded Andy Roddick also advanced 
after rallying to move past fellow American Jeff 
Morrison, 62,67 (4), 6-4. 

Federer finished the first set in just 20 min- 
wnes, but struggled a little in the second and 
needed four match points to win the match. 

“He hung in there, and after 5-1, it was the 
toughest game in the match,” said Federer, who 
won three of four Grand Stam titles this year 

Heuberger entered the match with a sore 
tooth, a condition Federer exploited. 

“T knew he was not 100 percent and 1 knew I 
could take advantage of that,” Federer said. “He 


must be 100 percent to beat me." 

After losing the second set, Roddick got a 
break in the deciding set and went on to lead 5- 
4. But it wasn't until the seventh match point 
that he was able to end the tight match with a 
forehand winner, 

“1 missed easy shots and missed easy points,” 
Roddick acknowledged to reporters afterward. 

He next faces Thomas Johansson of Sweden, 
‘who beat Chiles Adrian Garcia, 6-3, 6-3 

‘Marat Safin booked his quarterfinals berth 
with a hard fought 63, 6-4 win over the Czech 
Republics iri Vanek. 

Fourthseeded Parador» Srichaphan, tie 
hometown favorite, was the last player to reach 
the quarterfinal with a 6-0, 7-6 (4) victory over 
‘American Alex Bogomolov Jr. AP 


Rodman eyes comeback: Fox calis it quits 


DENVER--Former NBA rebounding 


ata comeback at age 43 took anoth- 


ve Nuggets on Thursday. 


- ” 


^ á s PASETAN 


“Talk to other players and heyi say 
champion Dennis Rodman’s attempt that wasn'ta 43-year old guy that was 

running today” Rodman told the 
er step when he participated in an, Rocky Mountain News. "That wasn't a 
informal workout with the Denver” 43-year-old guy That was a freak out with the Los Angeles Lakers. 


"SWISS the official dutfiter of DLSU Green Archers 


Meanwhile, in Los Angeles, RickFox vas traded by the Lakers to the Celtics 
retired on Thursday and ended a 13- on Aug.6. 
year pro career during which he was 
part ofthree NBA championship teams careerlow 48 points last season, 


The 35-year-old forward averaged a 


‘when the Lakers were beaten by De- 


Fox, beset by injuries last season, troitin:he NBA Finals. AP 
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By Nestor U. Torre. 


YAN Cayabyab, the coun- 
Rs: top composer of origi- 
nal Filipino musicals, is writ- 
ing the music for the songs for the 
new Marian musical “Mapaghi- 
malang Kamay ng Birhen ng 
Caysasay,” which will be staged at 
the CCP’s Little Theater from Dec. 
7 to 10, before being taken on a 
performance tour of Batangas, La- 
guna and neighboring provinces. 
Ryan, who was recently named the Gawad 
CCP's awardee for music, has agreed to do the 
songs for the show partly because his late 
mother came from Batangas. Also, his first 
Marian musical, “Magnificat,” has become a 
big popular and critical hit, so a similarly 
powerful, moving and insightful follow-up is 
clearly in order. 


Special presentation 

“Mapaghimalang Kamay ng Birhen ng 
Caysasay” is a special presentation of the Cul- 
tural Center of the Philippines, the Taal 
CHARM Foundation, Inc, Blessed Virgin of 
Caysasay Foundation, Inc. and the Teal Her- 
itage Foundation, Inc. : 

"The production's executive producer is the 
acclaimed sculptor, Ramon Orlina. Ithas been. 
mounted to give thanks and pay tribute to the 


CAYASYAB/ a22 


Our Lady of Caysasay 


Cayabyab composes music for ‘Birhen ng Caysasay’ 


RYANwritessongs | 


for new Mari 


(right). 


rd the 


latest? * 


TE 
ER M Se ai COE ME ci 


JESSE BRADFORD MIA KIRSHNER 


and takes a jeb in the 
counters Mela 


Spencer (Jesse Bradford) moves to 
mairsem of larga company, where 


(Mia Kirshner, whom he has ben in ove with since elementary 


‘school. As aspiring wre, 
olor is already involved in 
atelaonship, so Spencer 
decides tobe content to te 
hor rod and hope that she 
wileventuly cone around. 
While waling, hə moves in 
with to "fm makers" who 
aro actualy shooting a pom 
fin, gig hima sees of 
svange adventures. 


AVAILABLE AT ABTROVIBION VIDEO CITY, TOWER RECORDS, musie y, QOYABEY ~ 
SUSE p ECL uH 


For Inquires Call C Interactive Hotline: 3745524 [3734750 


October 2, 2004 
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Now Available on VCD! 


It's using your Citibank Rewards Points 
to shop at Marks 8 Spencer. 


Your Citibank Credit Card makes shopping at Marks & Spencer 
even better! As a Citibank Gold or Platinum Credit Cardholder, you can 
now use your Citibank Rewards Points to purchase any item at Marks 
8 Spencer. Just have your Credit Card swiped at the Citibank Rewards 
Terminal in payment counters to check the peso value of your Citibank 
Rewards Points, and use this to instantly redeem items of your choice." 


For inquiries, call 995-9999. To apply for a Citibank Credit Card, 
call 423-3000 or log on to www.citibank.com.ph. 


Participating Outlets: 
Alabang Town Center + Ayala Center Cebu " Glorietta + Shangri-La Plaza Mall 
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pn 50% charges to 
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Cinematic gems at Australian festival 


By Noelani Torre. 


MORE and more people nowa- 
daysare beginning to realize that 
Hollywood isn't the only source 
of foreign films. Cinema flourish- 
esinother parts ofthe world, too, 
and itis largely through film festi 
vals that we have access to non- 
Hollywood fare we'd have other- 
wise missed. (OF course, watch- 
ing at home can't really equal the 
big screen experience.) 


Glimpse of the best. 

One source of good, even bril- 
liant, films is the Land Down Un- 
der, which boasts of a thriving 
film industry and hordes of lumi 
mous talents. The second Aus- 


BANA. Portrays real-life 
criminal in "Chopper: 


From page A2-1 


miraculous image of Our Lady of Caysasay, 
‘which for 400 years now has been the 
beloved spiritual helpmeet of the residents of 
‘Taal, Batangas and its environs. 


Awareness 

‘The show's producers trust that the new 
musical will help spread awareness of and de: 
votion to Our Lady, who has been credited 
with interceding with her son, Jesus Christ, 
for many miraculous cures that have been 


MTRCB 
RATING 


initsline-up: 


Australia's Hollywood 


Bana, “Chopper 


sociopath's mind. 
This isn’t a movie 


stand-up comedian 


documented through the years. 

One of the most celebrated miracles, which 
is highlighted in the musical production, is 
the story of Haybing, a Chinese stonemason, 
who was brought back from the dead after be- 
ing decapitated during the Sangley uprising 
inthe 16th century 

The staging of “Birhen ng Caysasay? also 
marks the 50th anniversary of the Virgin's 
canonical coronation by Fernando Cardi- 
nal Quiroga y Palacios, who was sent to 
‘Taal by Pope Pius XI, and the 150th year of 
the promulgation of the Dogma on the Im- 


3 OPENS OCT. 13 


ASIA'S TOP DIRECTORS TERRIFY AUDIENCES IN THE 
MOST HORRIFYING GHOST STORIES EVER FILMED! 


EE 
Winner of BEST fce 
BEST DİRECTOR. 3 

BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY 


kang mamamatay 
sa sindak!!! 


2777 


tralian Film Festival had 10 films 


“Chopper” (written and direct- 
ed by Andrew Dominik) tells the 
tale of real-life criminal Mark 
“Chopper” Read, upon whose 
bestselling book, “From the In- 
side,” the movie was based. 
Played with riveting intensity by 


isa gripping 90- 
‘minute look at the workings of a 


appeal to everybody, but its 
certainly one that can't be ig- 
nored. Not surprisingly, it also 
brought Bana, who was then a 


have thought?), international 


attention, which in turn paved 
the way for his successful Holly- 
wood breakthrough. 

If: "Chopper" reinforces the 
commonly held view that Aus- 
tralians are strange ducks, "Walk- 
ing on Water” shows us how re- 
freshingly normal they can be. In 
a cinematic tradition populated 
by odd-balls and eccentrics, the. 
ordinary, grefsticken charac- 
ters of this lovely film stand out in. 
their “everyman-ness.” 


star, Eric 


that will 
Humorous. 

With its unsentimental and, at 
times, darkly humorous take on 
death, mourning, and the evolu- 
tion of relationships, “Walking on 
Water” is our hands-down favorite. 


(who'd 


maculate Conception. 

The musicals story begins in modem 
times, witha family coming home to pray for 
a healing. The female protagonist isa teenag- 
er, to make it easier for young audiences to re- 
late to the tradition surrounding the Virgin 

“The teenager stars out unable to relate to 
the Caysasay devotion, but she's brought back 
to witness the dramatic events 400 years ago, 
and thus gains a deep understanding of and 
appreciation forthe honored tradition. 


Devotees 

Devotees and organizations who want to 
sponsor a performance of the musical at the 
CCP are asked to call 781-5918, 780-9210, 
0919 2065424 or email orlina@in- 
fo.com.ph. 

The musical recalls how, four centuries 
ago, the beloved image was netted by a fish- 
erman, Juan Maningkad, in Taals Pansipit 
River. 


Discovery 

The discovery ofthe miraculous image has 
resulted in a fervent devotion that has built a 
national and now even international commu: 
nity of Marian devotees. To underscore this, 
invitations have been extended for the mu 
cal to be performed abroad. 

For his part, Ryan is himself a devotee. 
Aside from "Magnificat he has composed 
music for other religious presentations 
His landmark musicals-include “Katy!,” 
"Larawan, The Musica,” and shows based 
on Rizal's novels, the Noli" and “Fili.” 
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Diaries 2 


Directed by Tony Ayres, with an 
outstanding screenplay by Roger 
Monk, the fim is blessed with an 
excellent cast in Vince Colosimo, 
Maria Theodorakis, Judi Farr and 
Nathaniel Dean. 

Indirect contrast to the melan- 
cholic laughs of "Walking on Wa 
ter” isthe sunny, youthful hilarity 
of “Garage Days.” Written and di- 
rected by "The Crow” director 
‘Alex Proyas, the film tells the sto- 
Ty of a not so talented garage 
band wanting to make it big. 

‘Though some of its gags fall 
flat on its face, the movie makes 
up for it in visual style (think 
Proyas' earlier flicks lightened up. 
by sunlight and a strong dose of 
pop) and energy. 


Another lighthearted comedy 
is "Better Than Sex,” directed by 
Jonathan Teplitzky, and starring 
Susie Porter and David Wenham. 


Candid 

Though it-suffers from too 
heavy directorial handling, its 
candid way of looking at sex and 
the sheer charm of Porter and 
Wenham manage to drag the 
movie back toits feet. 

Judging from the quality of ms. 
in this and last years festivals, we 
have no doubt that Australia stil 
has many more cinematic gems to 
offer, and we're definitely looking 
forward to next years edition. That 
the festival has also been free thus 
farisicingon the cake. 


Cayabyab composes music for ‘Birhen ng Caysasay’ 
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ARTIST'S stylized rendition shows how the Virgi 
in a fisherman's netin 1603. 


Looking good 
AER sage o —— 
This is the message of Chris- 
Look Good.” Some people suffer 
in their quest for physical perfec- 


Lotus 


Pop. 65. 


R. Valencia 
and S. Bismar 


tori, even if they dont cause an 
immediate reaction. Sometimes, 
they cause cancer. From 1978 to 
1980, the FDA analyzed 300 cos- 
‘metic samples for carcinogenic 
contamination. Forty percent of 
the samples analyzed contained 
carcinogens! Farlow cites that the 
use of hair dye could increase the 
risk of multiple myeloma, 
Hodgkin's disease, tc. 

Other substances that may 


LOOKINGYA23 


Essential 

We know that we should be 
careful about what we eat, drink 
orinhale. But, very few ofus real- 
ize that what we put on our skin 
may affect the protection and 
maintenance of our health. The 
skin's permeability allows certain 
chemicals to be absorbed and di- 
rected to the bloodstream, 

Farlow writes: “Many of the in- 
gredients we use in cosmetics are 
3 BOURNE SUPREMACY 
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NVC’s ‘Cabaret’ opens Nov. 


‘THE NEW Voice Company cele- 
brates its 10th anniversary with 
the international hit musical, 
“Cabaret,” with songs by John 
Kander and Fred Ebb, and book 
by Joe Masteroff. The Oscar-win- 
ning musical also won Tony 
awards for best revival, best 
score, best direction and best ac- 
tress in 1999. 


Live theater 

The New Voice Company 
promises a show that will redefine 
the potential of live theater to mes- 
merae and influence an audience. 
Sam Mendes revivalis different be- 
cause the characters are allowed to 
explore their sexuality: The musical 
juxtaposes two love stories—the 
landlady and her Jewish suitor, and 
Cliff and Saly—whose descent is 
chronicled by the Emcee. 

"The Manila production boasts of 
stellar cast. Monique Wilson stars 
as Sally Bowles. Joining Monique 
is an incredible cast of 21, which 
includes Michael Williams (as Clif- 


Sherman. 


Schultz), 


Ariel Rivera returns to acting P”” 


== By Remy Umerez 


WHEN the teleserye, “Forever in 
My Heart,” was offered to Ariel 


ford Bradshaw), Jamie Wilson (as 
the Emcee), Joy Virata (as Fraulein 
Schneider), Leo Rialp and Bong- 
goy Manahan (altemating as Herr 

Iyn Sherman (as 
Fraulein’ Kost), John Mulhall (as 
Erst Ludwig), with Roselyn Perez, 
Tami Monsod, Jenny Jamora, 
Pheona Baranda, Amparo Siete- 
reales, Lily Chu, April Celmar 
Ronalou San Pedro and Nikki Ven- 
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MONIQUE Wilson (center) and the Kit Kat giris: (from left) Pheona. 
Baranda, Lily Chu, Amparo Sietereales, Jenny Jamora and Lynn 


‘Kit Kat band. 
Prism of history 


‘motor shop. 


Rivera, the singer wanted to 


make sure that the storyline was 
good, and that shooting wouldn't 
take him away from wife Gellie 
and their kids for long periods of 


time. 


Private life 
"There had been good offers 
but there are things in show busi- 
ness that | am not comfortable 
with. 1 don't want my private life 
dragged into the scene. I domt re- 
ing those intrusive movie 
shares. 
Ariel went into the pizza busi- 


RIVERA. Hands-on dad. 


ACCLAIMED visual artist Araceli (“Cheloy”) 

“Limeaco Dans is calling on film producers to 
“help save trees by making movies that wil 

help people realize the crucial need to supply 

oxygen for future generations. 

“Our mountains are 

bald. We no longer 

MONTAGE fave wees to offset 
floods and pollution.” 

Cheloy has been prompted to make this cal 
because she's currently involved in saving the 
trees at the Arroceros Forest Park beside the. 
Metropolitan Theater. To dramatize the need 
to make the metropolis green again, Cheloy 
and other visual artists have been conducting 
painting sessions at the beleaguered park. 

‘She shares: “I painted this beautiful tree 
(ee photo) at the park. Note that the younger. 
trees stand one meter apart, rooted among 
3,500 other trees, 

"These trees still stand in graceful elegance 
and dignity with their verdant loveliness con- 
tinuously supplying oxygen to thousands of 
Manilefi for miles around. 

"To quote Joyce Kilmer: Only God can makea 
tree!’ Does man have the right to chop down 
trees to make way for concrete structures? Who 
will benefit from reported plans to chop down 
even a few trees at the park contractor, teach 
ers, government officials? Is ownership of the 
land an excuse to chop down even one tree? 

"Most important of all, is depriving future 
generations of oxygen in exchange for con- 
Crete structures not a moral question?" 

Cheloy concludes by urging other artists to 
do their share to keep the Arroceros Forest 
Park green, She informs us that, every Sunday 
at 9 a.m., artists will paint different activities 
at the park. The paintings resulting from this 
‘weekly activity will be exhibited early next 
year to raise funds for the movement. 

What about presenting small plays, poetry 
readings, art happenings, and video and film 
shoots at the park? Any effort to protect the 
park will be deeply appreciated, 

National Catholic Family Bible Quiz 

The Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines’ Permanent Committee for Inter- 
national Eucharistic Congresses, Episcopal 
Commission on Biblical Apostolate, and Epis- 
copal Commission on Family and Life, in co- 
operation with Columbia International Food 


Formative years 


stresses. 


Quiet, 


CHELOY Dans painted this venerable, old 
treeatthepark. 


Products Inc, are launching the National 
Catholic Family Bible Quiz. 

“The event is being held in celebration of the 
International Year of the Eucharist and the 
Marian Year. It seeks to strengthen family ties, 
increase knowledge of and love forthe Bible, 
bring the Church closer to families, deepen 
Gospel values in the family, and foster love for 
the Eucharist and the Blessed Mother. 

Participation is open to churchwed 
Catholic couples with two or three children 
who are ready to study the bible with a cate- 
chist or Bible animator. 

There wil be a Diocesan Competition, fol- 
lowed by a regional i, then the National Finals. 
Diocesan winners will compete in the Regionals 
on Nox 26 in Cebu, Dec. 3 in Davao, Dec. 10 in 
Pampanga, and Dec. 14 in Makati. 

"The National Finals wil be held on Jan. 20, 
2005 atthe Makati Peninsula, Makati City Win- 
ners get P50,000 (frs prize), P30,000 (second), 
P20,000 (third) and PIGOOO (consolation 
prize), and their catechists will ger P25,000, 
'P15,000, P10,000 and P5,000, respectively 


‘Napoleon’ on Hallmark Channel 
For its opening salvo this month on “Movie 
Premieres" at 9 pam., the Hallmark Channel 


Looking good mawa 


cause damage to your body: 
1. Acetone--eye, nose, throat and skin irri- 
tant; may cause ight headedness, nausea, co- 
ma; neurotoxin, Extremely toxic. 
2. Ammonia—corrosive; toxic if inhaled; 
can burn eyes and skin. 


Irritant 

3. Benzene—skin and mucous membrane 
irritant; absorbed through skin; poisonous if 
ingested; causes aplastic anemia or leukemia; 
carcinogen. 

4. Glutamic acid—skin, eye, respiratory 
‘and digestive irritant; mutagen, may cause 
binh defects. 


And what about that beautiful line of colors in 
dyes? Farlow explains, "D&C colors are consid- 
ered safe by the FDA for drugs and cosmetics, 
but not for food. Most colors are derived from 
coal tar, and the FDA must certify that they don't 
contain more than 20 ppm of lead and arsenic. 


Colors 

Most coal tar colors are potential carcino- 
gens.” (Further information may be obtained 
from Kiss for Health Publishing at their email 
address kisshealth@netscape.net.) 

Tt is not a crime to look good. We simply 
have to be careful that we don't die for it. 

Finail lotuspond 108@inquirercom.ph 


tosa as the Kit Kat girls, and Joel 
Trinidad, Jake Macapagal, Amiel 
Mendoza and Elnard Arelano as 
the Kit Kat boys. The show features 
the popular Ugoy Ugoy band as the. 


“Cabaret” is an “astonishing 
artistic expression of life at the 
brink of the millennium, as seen 


ness in San Fernando, Pampanga, 
where the market is not as com- 
petitive, In Manila, he manages a 


The Riveras personally raise 
their children. They dont ap: 
prove of yayas because they 
don't want their children to be- 
come closer to nannies. "Gelli 
and 1 want to guide them in 
their formative years,” Ariel 


He reveals that “Forever in My 

Heart” is very light and devoid of 

hysterics. “Nagustuhan ko kasi its 
lang sampalan.” 

In “Forever In My Heart,” the 

story revolves around Raphael 


“artists help protect Arroceros Forest Park’s trees 


through the prism of history” It 
explores Berlin's seedy under- 
world. Critics have hailed this 
modern revival as “stunning” and 
“spellbinding.” 

The NVC production is based 
onthe revised Broadway produc- 
tion of Sam Mendes, and is strict- 
İy for adults only. Executive pro- 
ducer is Rossana Abueva, with di- 
rection by Monique Wilson and 
Rito Asilo, choreography by Dex- 
ter Santos, light design by Martin 
Esteva, set design by Denis Lag- 
dameo, vocal supervision by John. 
Mulhall and musical direction by 
Bond Samson., 3 

“Cabaret” goes onstage at the 
Music Museum from Nox. 5 to 
Dec. 4 (with Friday and Saturday 
evening performances at 8 p.m. 
for the first three weekends, and 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
evening showsat 8 p.m. forthe fi- 
nal two weeks). 

Call New Voice at 896-6695, 
896-5497, or Ticketworld at 891- 
9999. 


DEUTSCHLAND... it's definitely 
morethan you think! 

in celebration “of over 170 
years of German Philippines rela- 
tions, October has been declared 
German Month, featuring "Ger- 
many—It’s more than you think!” 

Concerts, food festivals, car 
shows, product exhibits, and an 
awesome fashion show are some 
of the out-of-the-box events to 
watch out for this month: 


Music 

Oktoberfest. The Munich-based 
Bavarian Sound Express will play 
an extensive repertoire of "oooom- 
papa” music during the German 
Month. Oct. 3, 1103 pam., Gloriet- 
ta4Park. 

Ensemble Amarcord, With angel- 
ic voices and The Backstreet Boys 
appeal, former members of the fa- 
mous St. Leipzig St. Thomas Choir 
will perform pieces from the Middle 
Ages and the Renaissance. Oct. 10, 
7:30 o 9 p.m, RCBC Plaza, 


nv 


5 Kaleidoscope of events 
for German month 


Classical Concert. SinagTala 
presents Berlin-based Filipino vi- 
olinist Justin Texon and German- 
trained pianist Peter Porticos in a 
fund-raising concert for the 
Philippine Research for Develop- 
mental Instrumental Soloists. 
Oct. 12, 8 pm. St. Cecilia's Hall, 
St. Scholastica's College, Manila, 

Lounge @fersunset. Experience 
a world of cut-up sounds, innova- 
tive broken beats and funky vocals 
in Clubnights featuring German DJ 
Ben Mono. Oct. 151917. 

German classical chamber mu- 
sic, featuring the Manila Philhar. 
monic Orchestra Woodwind 
Quintet, Oct, 24, 4 to 6 p.m, 
Rockwell North Court 

Gala Concert “Eine Nacht 
Musik," featuring the Philharmon- 
ic Orchestra, Nov. 22, 8 p.m, Cul- 
tural Center of the Philippines. 


Cuisine 
German Cuisine at New World 
MALEIDOSCOPE)AZ-6 


Cruzaldo (Richard Gomez), a 
man with a dark past. Regine Ve- 
lasquez is a wedding planner, a. 
hopeless romantic who believes 
in signs and soulmates. Ariel 
plays Michael Bernabe, who 
Questions his love for the woman 
he's about to mary when he 
meets Regine's character. 
Big difference 

How different is acting on TV 
and in the movies? “There's a big 
difference. On TV you have to fin- 
ish many sequences aday. There's 
nothing you can do kung nakuku- 
langan ka sa performance mo. Ev- 
erybodys in a hurry. But, I have 
learned how to adjust to it" he 
says 


sereens the four-part “Napoleon.” Part 1 pre- 
mieres on Oct. 7, Part 2 on Oct. 14, Part 3 on 
Oct. 21 and Part 4 on Oct. 28. 
With its top-caliber, award-winning inter- 
nal cast, “Napoleon” isa landmark mini- 
that chronicles the tumultuous life of 
Napoleon Bonaparte. 


ARTISTS A24 


Send 


JAMIE ON 
«2366 


Siya mismo ang magkwe-kwento 
ng buhay niya sa iyo. 


Download Jamie Rivera's 
en Life Ringtones 


KEYWORD 


* PURPOSE 
* SINOAKO 
* TOSERVE 
* PINAPANGAKO 


TITLE 


* Purpose Driven Life 
* Sino Ako 
* To Serve 
* Pinapangako Sa 'Yo 


[nd MONOTONE, send TONE <heyword to 2306 Ex TONE PURPOSE 
load POLYTONE, send PION heysrad. to 236. ə PIONE PURPOSE 


Text cost P2.00 for Sun subscribers, P2.80 for Globe, Touch Mobile & Smart, Talk N Text & Addict Mobile 


‘Monotone download costs P15.00 for Globe & Sun. Touch Mobile & Smart Talk N 


İk Addict Mobile. 


Polytone download cost P15.00 for Smart Tali 'N Text, Addict Mobile A Sun: P20.00 
Each MMS message received cost P5.00 for Globe, Touch Mobile, Addict Mobile and Sun; P10.09 for Smart and Talk 'N Te 


Marvel's Unstoppable Vigilante Strikes! çe SATUNDI 
b REVENGE BEGINS OCT 6 | PYM E.. aaa 


al [MTRCS > m-13 | STRICTLY FOR 15 YEARS OLD AND UP 


TOM JANE JOHN TRAVOLTA 
JOHNNY DEPP. : ka MS 


i | 
FROM THE WRITER OF "PANIC ROOM" 


SECRET WINDOW a Artists . ss 


Christian Clavier plays the title role, and Is- 

pauio cse Pops ipeo chri 
rec Mua 

month: "Burn" (Oct. 8), on corporate corrup- 

"| whato watch I CE pcs 
Jonathan and Aan texto 


3DIU “Cactus Kids” (Oct. 15), about a dad at 
lPopiuw "EE THE PUNISHER Baga 
E 
| Ce 


‘wore PunisherTheMovie.com GK anniversary concert 
2 RAISING HELEN Wa BF a me a Gawad Kalinga, the community develop- 
AT ə "asr əni C ısə - ment program spearheaded by Couples for 
‘DURING FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS: Distributed by :1'Y COLUMBIA PICTURES | Christ, is marking its first anniversary with a 
x po concert tonight that topbilis Martin Nievera, 
tələ Gary Valenciano, Kuh 
ee mover BOURNE SUPREMACY £ V. ^ Ledesma, the Apo, 
Siga!” MONEDA MCa a. Carla Martinez, Isay 
a am FR ret özəl * k- Alvarez and Robert 
SH ene insu. iy new. SMC Teltan ek Sefa, The concert 
Cooma 1 Cremas ‘Cinema 9 nena ga will be held at Fort 


.-.255h.5.5.. } ə. Global 


CINEMA 


EN 


‘CLAVIER. Plays Napoleon Bonaparte, 


İ For Soat Reservation, call 699 B076 


‘Mom in the City’ 


EXORCIST unag an Sic Deis | Channel Sis airing 


sity Mans Sy Mesa SM Ciy faini a new lifestyle show, 
‘nena? pn [e m- “Mom in the City” at 
sionis Sayin! SHE Sin 1040 nn. on Of. 2 


= EP =} The magazine pro 
LN RR sr gram hosed by he 


effervescent Marlyn 

Feliciano Lopez. Do 

f a BIN! give the new show a 

3 FAHRENHEIT 9/1 essen E pot tag boost by watching its 
H (Gamot pa Gumaca first telecast today. 

SAC. SC Sa Wen. SC Mo Step a 11 : 

pain pin pis p 1 Banın” [252 MIN Şİ House of Flying 

i a sonr sunun | Daggers’ 


— tom RESIDENT EL RESIDENTEVIL 2 Sneak previews of 


. 

m. Tenia so aie: 
Pa c» FENG SHUI a E —..10 
s ez Stiiyfinim SMS Mesa SH Ciy Mania ” POSTE d Dagger? will be 
RET sila HCl! sin 3 —.:1 
tenes Hte E 55 er in selected theaters 
BAG Dosis SM Tasia M Bacoor ma Jt features Asian su- 
oo Pra persans Zhang İy, 
En Lie eo —15—5£— Takeshi Kaneshiro 
P and Andy Lat. The 
= E martial "ans epic 
FA P RAISING HELEN n —£———:).— 

on Oc. 14 

eem Seu So Men | Cian EK e 

oco | t art) ir ady 

St Sout Sapeerer5aat [sores Cine nana] ələ 
a nee tame LU pial an 1 sca İİ of Manaoag 

ik a ston ce .— boss MN 
Asam esonte f| °” ooosesa | 37" — Novena to Our Lady 
E 2: mesOUmeSUeREMMCY Cinema 2000 Waltermart of the Rosary of Man- 
mosso ERAN Halsa088 ll. sss wil culminate 
în à Holy Mass to be 


THE TERNAL, ğ 
BY televised on RPN-9 at 


557 


uites E 
RESIDENT EVIL 4 SECRET WINDOW BangKok HAUN 
5 crust, BARA is TAS 
am. on Oct, 3. 
Dominican priests 


| Spese ciency er | 
“Bü. — İşə Xe 
oian yi. 
r fn bə 


minican convents 
and the diocesan 
D 
— acre | i gne momosi meeen EM clergy are the daily 
SECRET MNO Ses 5 au monomers B Mass celebrants and 


scum 
Sé Şiyə Mes MCa Tasan Fas su Cinema 2000Cinemagix Bj preachers. On Our 
cy ei" SU) Samal GU Sa pori : 2 mammoth proces 
ul Pangi “gəli 1 FENG SHUI sion will be held after 
thes pm. Mass. 


bang PI vere 
The lve telecast 


- a ETT — 

( 4,sps) 2 LA e ps 

3 wncsasgo? THE TERMINAL 5 corsycooumesurncuscr | Cinema 2000 Metrotown İİ Played a week later 

. [pod . Played a week larer 

igen "um Pub aom]: sms EM Dy The Filipino 
ul nü. paya ss i Aum KANG 


Süppeno SAC Wales qaşıdı gops Toby sway | a Toğularudatın 


1.07 BM BUM m Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mal 
tool pn m... Gotesco Grand Cental (Bian) te 41113 
LLL — RESERVE " » FENG SHUI 
-— | ni BOURNE SUPREMACY 


poa Tu E. d x in pod 
tana" — Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


EN Nanang A 
— KG Sərən Lə 
[ina "e THE TERIAL 


f Hess 
| seamen 13 GOING ON 30 


"Let's Just Play" 

Nickelodeon Asia 
invites you and your 
family to its "Let's Just 
Play” event fiom 2 to 
8 pm. today at the 
Adidas Spons Kamp 
at Bonifacio Global 
City. Hosted by Noel 
dela Rosa nd isa Lit- 
ton, the event encour 
ages kids to engage in 
3^ healthy, active 
lfesyle with a wide 
range of fun activities 
and games. 


“Worldwide 
Night of Sleep’ 
in a firstotits- 
kind initiative, on 
the night of Oct 1- 
2, The Cartoon Ner- 
work will replace its 
regular... program 
ming with an inno- 
vative sleep-induc- 
ing program: Be 
tween midnight and 
jai Gam. of Oct 2, the 
pomum A network's very own 
tapes) omae |... Centre Para Cinema Berma Cinema İİ Sheep (star of the 
m ena mor Əl İz anami EMO series “Sheep in the 
rg NENA THE NOTEBOOK CRISANTA. „IBARA Big City”) will jump 
aron. E 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT ran 


a [Soon exons ne üm 
Siy Bago. GMCiDamo PAC Saal MG an | t Lianas Cinema 


4 

2 

: 

“adana com gs İL alsam) te 850.1276 (PA 

say alə mını pa sayan Movies pode] NG 
5 


Cham NG 


SM Meganal 
hür: vəsi wt SMC Sa Mesa Jade Cinema os an 
ma (Angeles City) e (05) 287.50 103 x. 


5 Lianas MovieCity 
Moses ar subject to change witnout prior notie - For complete movie schede, vist mew cnet leen ozun eon a see 


i [a] SECRETARY 


5 tes omosat | 2 TAKAW TINGIN 
RESERVE-A-SEAT m 
: : METROPQUS EST 


macnn SET [Lm Mega Center Mall 


——. 
mer 5 sania 
b p A 200 
peas — porri 
3 — ZALI 
3 4 
s 
‘ 


a Cine Ni 
99 An Fiesta World Mal 
Call 636-6800 

L3 “ANACONDAS MIND HUNTERS 
for SM Megamall Cinema 1 st rmall — 5 


— Goosen Fens sou 


banaba The Tema 
BANGKOK HALE 


TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE males 


ARTISTSJAZ4- * 


5———.... 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2004 s ATURDAY. sp e Ci A 7A 


Artists . . ss 


deep slumber. This is the network's unique 
way of encouraging kids to adopt a healthy 
sleeping pattern, and thereby achieve a 
balanced life. 


‘Don Quixote’ 

Miguel de Cervantes’ classic, “Don 
Quixote," will be staged as a puppet show on 
Oct, 2 as part of Fiesta: Spanish Festival for 
Culture and the Arts, organized by Instituto 
Cervantes and celebrated yearly every Octo- 
ber 

‘The production is mounted by the famous 
Spanish puppet troupe Bambalina, 
groundbreaking force in this fascinating 
ater genre. Call 526-1482 to 85. 


Boring 


lı ok 


COMING SOON: 
= NovemberS 
Angelina Jolie) 
Thelncredibles ~ November 10 
(oll Hunter Samui L Jackson) 
Polar Express —- November24 
(Tom Hanks Cris Copata) 
Gospelof John ~ Decemberd! 
(Cheistpher Plummer Henry lon Curk) 


CINEMA tool 


Ferblockscrebuncsinaieandmenatoeptnecttte TK 


Marketing services Department at 657-7945 to 47 "683-0961 
633-4446" 636-2894 locs. 14/15 


CINEMAS 


Set Ats Bese | 


CA 


CINEMA 
CREMA 
CINEMA TS 


TINEMA-2 
İsma. 


ALAS PINAS) 


(PARANAQUE) 


OPENS OCTOBER 6 


KIRSTEN 
DUNST 


To become a winner, 
all you need is a little love 
from across the net 


WIMBLEDON 


The new romantic comedy from 
the makers of NOTTING HILL 


ONENA 
TH] 


From nthe 6 erecdiors OF Si: 


Ba nəvəm 


EVERY HERO 
HAS A DESTINY. 


— A Land E 


H SNEAK PREVIEHSON OCT. 48.5 


FROM THE PRODUCER OF 
“CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON" 
AND 
“HERO” 


DISTRIBUTED BY WARNER BROS, PICTURES 


NOW SHOWING 


Flash! Flash! Flash! 
Breaking Boxoffice Rec: 


> R-13 | STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE At 


#1 MOVIE m AMERICA | 


MILLA 
JOVOVICH 


AYALA CINEMAS 


TOP MOVIE THEATER 


Moviesischedules may change without prior notice. For verification call 729-7777 


"Seesyall/ 175. 


scope 


Renaissance Hotel. A. 
German á la carte 


22nd Annual National Family Consumers ATC G1 Ga GB3 | ACC menu wil be fea- 
‘Consumer's Quality Award 2004 Choice Aword 2003 E - — — — um. ə au- 
— thentie meals, Oct. 1 
: IN STA ES 
NOW SHOWING VUE Imm. * AŞA LƏR | Geman Cuisine 
Ko] “yesə | md Open He 

7:75 Ep 3345 a Pu 
dd: z 2 "ECT euro "adada? NW I Come and celebrate 
CINEMA 7 bansa! mg |] meee Lm almost a hundred 
Titi RESIDENT EVIL2 12:30, 245, 500, 7:15, 930 eer LA 3 $7 əə İ3 soon B years of serving Ger- 
muş = ER 55 
F 5 FENG 'HELEN bii — ist, Oct. 4 to 9; Oct. 

RASNGHELEN | FENGSHUL SECRET WINDOW DE IAE | 25 to 30. 
2) nam tasagoras moo | Jan r240,20n 820,240,000 | “hous, too 215 sən rat 1000 1 Remewesin | 7962258) e ies lene 


p eoerem | (hence sua 7 | me Teruna. Eu 
Ə sas, 100,3:15,530.748, 1000. | C) 1020, zan. 300,520,740, 1000 | / 1120.200. a0, 7:20. 1000 
EXORCIST: At the Actfvity Center 


Bə 


İ 
m Q inama | 4 () THENOTEBOOK 


5 SBSH |4 rexcswu > RAISINGHELEN | 5 SRE 


Cuisine at Tivoli's, 
5 "ans sur B Mandarin Oriental 


#59590 Hotel. Held for the 


fifth time, this rare 
gastronomic adven- 


NAG, 216.480, 725,1000 1120.200. 440.720. 1000 


ture will showcase 


OWN original reciş 
GLORIETTA TOWN AYALA CENTER. igi ipes of 


German — favorites, 


1 


€» ERMITA 536-7009 1012 
RESIDENT EVIL2 10435, 12:50, 3:05, 5:20, 7:35, 9:50 


2, SING HELEN (E BOURNE SUPREMACY 
ovo, 1236, 200,525,750, 1000 | . taş ros,3as, oan moo | “Yoox, 1230.250. 510,730,850 


Exrerrannenr LIVE! 


Pac paner associou İİ Oct. 4t017. 
Regular Price: P150 THX / P100/70 for two levels cinemas / P100 for one level cinemas. pa bi Baan gh German Cuisine at 


CD EE Nielsen's, The Manila 


Peninsula Hotel, Ger- 
man cuisine at the 


ffs? 


Greener 3 


Buffet Theme Nights, 
every Monday and 


FENG SHUI SECRETWINDOW İ — FAHRENHEIT 9/11 


5 nan sn so szo7an.oso bn ran 230. ex b vem | İra 1238 300.525.730. 1090 


^ KRISANTA..IBAKA 
Ù ts, 1250, 280, «50,650,800 


SECRET WINDOW, İ “7THe BOURNE SUPREMACY | Q, FENG SHUI 
D osa 1250,250,450.650,000 | ^ 1128,140,400.620.800,1030 | C 


Citisquare / All-digital-sound. 
NOVALICHES, MALABON... KA CAINTA . f All at one Great Price. 


£y METRO EAST 682-9193/99 / 682-6280 
RAISING HELEN sm : THE BEGINNING 


1230, 320, 6:10, 900 1120,140,630, 200 


THE TERMINAL G RESDENTEVL2 
msmimamam İ 2) wants sas bin 


an a. 0,82). 840, 1030 


THE BOURNE 
SUPREMACY 


RESİDENT EVİL2 |1 BANGKOK HAUNTED 2 


2 


Exorcist FENG SHUI FENG SHUI 


1 
2 

|3 — HAUNTED SPIRITS 2 | 3 RAISING HELEN 
4 


THE BEGINNING 
FENG SHUI 
4 KRISANTA...IBA KA KRISANTA...IBA KA 
4 THE BOURNE SUPREMACY 
Dy LIPA Qst. ROSA 
5 RESDENTEVİL2 75- rəyə 
1 THE BEGINNING |1 ‘SUPREMACY 
secrerumoow |2 sw? ^ nez 
3 JANDARA | 3. TAKAW TINGIN 
RAISING HELEN 
4 FENGSHU|4 MİNDHUNTERS 
Seu MINDHUNTERS |5 FENG SHUI 
<@> DASMARINAS | @y ANGELES STARMILLS 
ka. —u— 
EXORCIST: 1 DODGEBALL 
THE BEGINNING. 1 755 


EXORCIST GREENBELT 2: MUSIC STYLES NEO CORPO ART EXHIBIT 
4| THE BEGINNING ———. ‘Sept. 16-30 (Greenbelt 3 Lobby) 


Tuesday. Oct. 4to 26. 


Arts/Fashion 
‘The Philippines ca. 


man Retrospective. 


= - = REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents PINOCCHIO 1600-1900, A Ger- 
at REP GLOBE THEATER August 7 1o December 12 2004 
pq TRADE HALL FOR EXHIBITS, EVENTS AND MORE! The Gallery of Prints 
La For inauines and bookings. please cali 750-4982 to B4. will present an exhibi- 


tion of old illustra 
tions about the Philip- 
pines by German writ 
ers, publishers, print 
make, — cartogra 
phers and scholars 
Oct. 8 to 17, Rockwell 
Power Plant Mall, RI 
Hallway. 

Eyes of Wisdom 
photo exhibit. Fa- 
mous German lens- 
man Ralf Tooten and 
editor Bemhard 
Strathmann will pre: 
sent 100 pho- 
tographs of religious 
personalities encoun- 
tered in -their four. 
year journey. Oct: 15 
t022, Podium. 

Mercedes — Benz 
Fashion Show. A 
touch of NY's Fashion 
Week. Famous Ger- 
man fashion brands 
Escada, Escada 
Sport, Laurel, Betty 
Barclay and Puma 
will take part in what 
promises to be an 
awesome event of 
trend and style. To 
complete the night of 
glamour, there will 
bea display of brand 
new Mercedes Ben- 
zes, and cocktails. 
Oct. 22, Mercedes 
Benz ^ Showroom, 
Fort Bonifacio. 


Education 
German School 


TAKAW TINGIN 2 nə... : Ayala Cinemas Pary and Presenta 
13 GOING ON 30 tion. Talented stu- 
2 3 FENG SHUI Proudly hosts dents take center. 
, stage to present 
3 FENG SHUI |4 THE NOTEBOOK Pelicula Pelikula 2004 songs accompanied 
$ lak ish Fil h by drums, a life-size 
SAVED 5 13GOINGON30 The 3rd Spanish Film Festival kalaki 
m IACY E Circus Campino. Oct. 
FENG SHUI | 4THE BOURNE SUPREMACY | c THE BOURNE 1-17 October 


döy IMUS {BACOLOD |g ILOILO 


rans | E nsaan : ang cite 


EXORCIST EXORCIST 


HEAVEN'S POND | 4 THE BEGINNING THE BEGINNING : M 
RAISING HELEN | 2 TAG-INIT FENG SHUI 
KRISANTA..IBAKA |3 THETERMINAL THE TERMINAL pan na mount kp 
-. pon us RESIDENT EVIL: Apocalypse 
FENG SHUI |5 JANDARA TAG-INIT PHOTO EXHIBIT. 
SAVED İş  MINDHUNTERS THE NOTEBOOK x 


Now open to the public at 


the Glorietta 4 cinema lobby 


NOW SHOWING , 
IN AYALA CINEMAS 


m P Lovenrall! 


CUSTOMER SERVICE TEXT HOTUNE 0917-6095900 « CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE lət - 


Greenbelt 1 Artfilm 


17,2105 p.m., Rock: 
well Plaza Strip; Oct 
9 and 10,2 t0 5 pam., 
Glorieta Activity 
Center. 

Lectures in Manila 
universities. To em- 
phasize Germans 
firm place in the 
Philippines, the top- 
ics to be discussed 
will include policies 
on German financial 
and technical assis 
tance, renewable en- 
ergy, technology, and 
social market econo- 
my Nov. 21 and 22. 


Business 

What are German- 
Philippine relations 
without business en- 
counters? On Nov. 
22, a German infras- 
tructure mission will 
be in Manila for a 
Philippine-German 
mn Business Dialogue on 


owen Cntr - 842-2787; em Tən to 8pm 


Center Cob - (037) 231-5347 lac SH. » AYALA CINEMA UNIS: For ssns timer eal. 


Tem. infrastructure and in- 


eser you seats by teg SURESEATS GEY er SURISLAIS GA te 2333 (Globe er 211 (Smari). vestment opportuni- 


Or log en 1a wawa om for web reservations. 


Wo Bi 


WI | Fen S A Lovemall! 


ties. 

For more informa- 
tion on German 
Month, visit 
wwwgermany- —. 
philippines, or call 
Fairs and More: at 


CART PN OE IRS RON a, ITAA AOI 


aaa PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER amma 


immo SATURDAY Special Lyu 
‘The Swan’ and ‘Born Diva’ compared PE 


By Nestor U. Torre To convince the doubters, the show has re- D» eyy 
leased detailed reports on some of its 16 con- 3 ja 

“THE SWAN" on Studio 23 has impressed tenders. Take Rachel Love-Fraser, who was |, z ne 

viewers with its “total” makeovers. But, some the winner in the show's pilot episode. The 

people have expressed doubts about the au- married office worker from Washington was 

thenticity of the transformative processes in- made to undergo seven procedures and lost 

vole They believe thatthe shows duck 32 pounds in three months. « 1 H TONET PACES SEEN DESC TOOHANGE NTHOUT ROR UE 

ings" aren't as “ugly” as they seem to be, s i 3 VN Ree 72G 

their emergence as beautiful swans” is more Favorite fantasy a $ 3 rrr 


illusion than fact. Cristina Tyree is an office admini “EZ TI 


NOW SHOWING Ew 4 AO Ha OU TEENS 


"2 Thumbs Up!" - Ebert & Roeper 
4TH *MIND-BLOWING SUSPENSE’ DAY ! 


BETH LAY. Before and after her radical MTRCB p R13 | STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OLD AND UP 
makeover. 


İ from California. Her tummy tuck was one of 
5 the most radical ever performed by the 
shows cosmetic surgeons. She was very hap- 
7 py to lose the fat around her midsection, so 
she could seriously take up her favorite fanta- 
5y"hobby"—belly dancing. 
Belinda Bessant, a hospice worker in Las 
Vegas, had a total of 11 hours of surgery. 
y Cindy Igle, a homemaker from San Diego, 
JOHN acit unhappy about her sagging bres 
CORBET After 14 procedures, she is now a D cup, and 
3 sponsa new nose, to boot. 
i And Beth Lay, a customer-service supervi- 
4 sor, had liposuction done on her legs, a 
3 painful procedure that she endured because 
she was determined to turn her life around. 
In the States, the Fox TV production held 
its finals last May 24, a genuine TV event that 
was viewed by more than 10 million people. 


all over the 
trond inthe Philipines if obviously i 
spired che “Born Diva” singing tilt on Chan- 
nel2. 

What's the difference between "The Swan” 
and its emulators? Comparing “The Swan” 
with “Born Diva,” we see that the second 
shows plus is the fact that its factored 
singing talent into its equation. 

On the other hand, its minus point is the 
fact that its makeovers aren't as extensive as 
the procedures on the original show: 


E Dr : t procedures on the or 
CO ETE RE ic III We 
AN od IGICUR PE a B HL LN P TRE mon some dental wart) and the tie frame 
"m AN TE RAE seribed, hence the limited impact of i 


TRACK INCLUDES THE HT 


En 'SNGLE EXTRAORONART FROM LE HER, 
PLUS NEN SONGS FROM RA BEAST. RFE FIR FATE. JIGA ARL. FEFE NIS AND MANY MORE. 
Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 
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Where will you go? 
What will you do? 
Who will save you? 


'www.openwatermovie.com 


WES opens OCTOBER 6 WWW.SKYCAPTAIN:COM 
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ByRitoP.Asilo 


WE had mixed feelings when we 
were asked if we wanted to inter- 
view Anita Baker, the 46-year- 
old, eight-time Grammy winner, 
who breathed life and soul into 
timeless, elegant love so 
“Sweet Love,” “Rapture 

‘Just Because.” 

She's back with her long await- 
‘ed 10-track collection, “My Eve 
thing,” which contains nine of he 
compositions, and a duet with 
Babyface ("Like You Used to Do"). 


Frequent spins 

"Truth to tell, she is one of our 
favorite R&B chanteuses, and her 
1986 “Rapture” album still takes 
frequent spins in our CD player. 

We didn't even notice that 
been 10 years since her last album, 
“Rhythm of Love,” came out. Then, 
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Anita Baker opens up about music and family 


S haec dit 
from performing. 

the highly-revered diva's stern, 
ae 
əə 
əya 
she announced that she vvas go- "m 


mom was afflicted with 
Alzheimer's disease. 1 couldn't 
write, 1 couldn't sing--1 couldn't 
do anything creat 
ed to take a break 


Beautiful voices 
ss performing? “No. 
full. My children 
grounded me- 
at 7 am. everyday, my hu 
and 1 split the pick-ups, the boys 
‘and PTA meetings." 
2 "They have 


realize it yet—t 
pitch! Eddie plays the 
ter the drums.” 


ingtotakea break from the music ded that the "90s, en we asked Anita about 
scene. Why the decade-long hia- we ind the worst of how different the new album is 


tus? Back then, her official an- times for her: “It was pretty 


y from the previous ones, she im- 


swer was: “I needed to rest, to amazing” got married and had pressed us even more because, un 


take care of my family ids. Then, we found out that m, 
But, when Anita opened upto father had bone cancer, and my 


downloads 


Personalize your celfone! 


like many celebrities, she didnt 
come into the interview with an ar- 
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senal of ready-made, de kahon an- 
vers. Other singers would have 
imerated a milion and one rea- 
but she simply replied: "Tm 
afraid that js just more of the 
same, be gs" And, 


just clicked! We sat on the floor 
for more than an hour, and came 
up with three songs. It w 


tracks in the new al- 

"t Sleep at Night and 

the ballad, ‘How Does It Feel?" 1 

like the retro sound of Hor 
Could You Love Me?” 

She wrote “Men in My Life" for 


her husband and sons, although 
when we asked her what they 
thought of it, she laughed: "Oh, 
my kids just said, Mom, make me 
sandwich" 


Writer's perspective 

Her favorite Anita Baker 
songs? “From a writer's perspec- 
tive, it would have to be ‘Fairy 
Tales.’ But, 1 love singing You 

ing Me Joy, ‘Sweet Love’ and 
“You're My Everything." 

Baker added: "Td love to visit 
Manila with my kids next year. 
Please tell my friends in thé 
Philippines that they have my 
love, respect and admiration,” 

A few days after our chat with 
Anita, “My Everything” debuted 
at No.4 at Billboard's Hot 200, an 
impressive feat on a pop chart lit- 
tered with hiphop and dance 


The Justice League has just 
allied with the Leader. 


Power-up your celfone with The Justice League superheroes 
and join the battle for premium action figures. 
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ZHANG. Has negated the notion that Asian talents can be used only occasionally 


ininternational movies. 


By Nestor U. Torre 


FROM time to time, Asian actresses have 
made it to international film screens as lead 
stars—Nancy Kwan, Miyoshi Umeki, Barbara. 
Perez, Joan Chen, Michelle Yeoh, Gong Li, 
Lucy Liu—but Zhang Ziyi has outdistanced 
them all with her prodigiously successful ca 

reer to date. 

She was only 18 when she was plucked out 
of drama school in China by movie director 
Zhang Yimou. He promptly cast her in “The 
Road Home,” a drama about a very young 
teacher in rural China in the 1950s. 

Zhang was cast in the lead role, and acquit- 
ted herself well, prompting her director to 
recommend her to Ang Lee, who was looking 
for a young actress for his own film project, 
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon." 


Luminosity 

‘Ang Lee liked what he saw, and showcased 
Zhang so effectively in his film that she shone 
‘with the luminosity ofan authentic star, 

When “Crouching Tiger” became an inter- 
national hit, it made the global movie audi- 
ence aware of Zhang Ziyi, and they wanted 
more of her. Ever eager to give viewers what 
they want, producers rushed Zhang into the 
cast of “Rush Hour 2.” 

‘That movie also clicked with audiences, 
and Zhang was on her way. She's become so 
busy that her new starrers are lined up all the 
way to 20061 

“House of Flying daggers,” another mar- 
tialarts movie directed by Zhang Yimou, was 
a sensation at the Cannes filmfest, and is 
"about to open in town. It will be followed by 
‘Wong Kar Wai's much ballyhooed "2046." 


Dramas 

‘Also coming soon are the dramas “Purple 
Butterfly” and Yasmine Women” (co-starring 
Joan Chen) 

Last July, Zhang completed the Japanese 
musical, “Raccoon Palace,” by Seijun Suzuki. 
She also won the starring role in "Memoirs of 
A Geisha,” to be directed by Rob Marshall. 
‘And she Will star opposite Adam Sandler in 
the comedy, "Good Cook, Likes Music.” 

"That kind of schedule is impressive for any 
performer, and positively unheard of for an 
“Asian actress All by her lonesome, Zhang has 
negated the notion that Asian talents can be 

MANGA 


NOW SHOWING 
Heady mix 


of film genres 


By Rito P. Asilo 


“Fahrenheit 
gir” 
D: Michael Moore 


MICHAEL Moore 
Cowling for 
Columbine”) is pas- 
sionate about poli- 
tics Ies this fiery pas- d 
sion that fuels his 
controversial doc. MOORE Fiery 
mentaries, and turns Passion: 
them into highly 
watchable, blisteringly provocative and, yes, 
entertaining polemics that never fail to rile 
and amuse viewers. 

1n his Cannes-winning opus, he attacks the 
incompetence of George W. Bush, explores the 
fixing of the 2000 US presidential elections 
(that led to Al Gore's defeat) and the heart- 
breaking terroristie attacks on New York's 
World Trade Center. 

in a segment from the film, Bush lashed 
back at Moore by dismissing his job as a film- 
maker: "Go find real work!" But, the director's 
“rival” job may well be John Kerry's best shot 
atthe US presidency! A must-see. 


“Raising Helen” 
: Garry Marshall 
: Kate Hudson, John Corbett 


Kate Hudson lights up the screen as Helen 
Harri, a glamorous career woman forced into 
surrogate motherhood when her sister is killed 
ina car accident. In a strange twist of fate, her 
departed sister leaves the custody of her three 
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Deal 1 
Ha 
P67 1Chick'N Chips Quartet Pack 
SAVE UP TO 2 Spaghetti with Garlic Bread 


A NESTEA Iced Tea (8 oz) 
8.4 0reo Choco Cream Cookies 


FOR ONLY large Thin crust Pizza 


P59 (except Belly Buster) 


1Chick ‘W Chips Quartet Pack 
SAVE UP.TO. 2 Spaghetti with Garlic Bread 
P162 A NESTEA Iced Tea (8 02) 

& 4 Oreo Choco Cream Cookles 


Deal d 
FOR ONLY 1targe Super Pan Pizza 
(except Belly Buster] 
P650 1 Chick ‘W Chips Quartet Pack 
SAVE UP TO 2 Spaghetti with Garlic Bread 


P222 iomo toco cream cooues 


|OMO MECHANICS; " . . 
1. Promo is valid for Dine-in, Take-Out 8 Del 


Delivery: 
2. For Delivery & Take-out, drinks sérved in disposable cups.. 


3. Promo is valid from August 31 until October 31, 2004 

4. For Delivery & Take-Out, promo price Inclusive of VAT:& 
Delivery charge. $ 

. For Dine-in, promo price exclusive of 10% service charge. 

6: Promo ls not available with any other discount or promo. 


7. OREO variant may change depending on;stock availability, 
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New faces light up the show biz scene Heady mix 


Ki ro woman-abouttown Helen, movies is watching gory images of 
a and not to her other, more reliable si, fesh-nibbling zombies grant- 
By Nestor U. Torre sires the eficient homemaler ing “and staggering ludicrously 
LAT ` Jenny (a lovable, scenestealing about, or ogling at gumtoting, 
THELOCAL entertainment indus- p 1 1 
A * ian Cusack). Go figure! FHMaype babes (Milla Jovovich 
ty sac a constant seam of . Suddenly, Helens frenetic and Sienna Guillory), this movie is 
tee faa iko han Danes N lifestyle comes to a screeching foryou. 
Baca tow biz fan here are Ren E Ğ es halt. Bu, along the way, she real- Otherwise, Alexander Witts 
beauty and youth, thats 2 izes that there's more to life than high-adrenaline sequel to Paul 
generally what each season ` x being a shallow fashionista. OF WS. Anderson's big-screen adap- 
lentshavegoingforthem. \ ER 2 course, it doesn't hurt that, in her tation of the popular video game 
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Kom Sidney Australia in2002 10 WW'snewestvideo talentswerehoned Worksfor the Elite Yuuki Kadooka,Miles Ocampo, Kathryn bei, who-Surprác sees be. “This time around, when the 
pursue a show biz career, and has jock. in workshops. Modeling Agency. Bernardo, Fraz Yap and Sarah Palad. yond her frivolous exterior. underground research labora- 
been successful in her bid for star- Marshalls latestromanticcome- tory called The Hive is re- 
dom, with stints on "ASAP Fanat- Workshops @ ABS-CBN under Over at GMA-7, the bright Filipina modeling Benetton dy is light and charming, and puts opened, the experimental T 
ie" and “Seasons of Love, aside the supervision of Johnny Mana- hosting discovery is model Bianca clothes is being displayed in de- Hudson's vibrant, sunshinegirlap- virus that causes a ravenous af. 
from commercials and movies. han and Beverly Vergel. The Araneta, who now co-emceesthe partment stores in the USA, pealtogooduse. Unfortunately his fiction contaminates Raccoon 
i workshops Ahron took were in “Digital LG Quiz” show on Sun- Canada, Europe and Asia. The movies are getting repetitive, pre- City, and makes it doubly di 

Sentimental songs acting, voice, dance, speech and days with Paolo Bediones. model is Meryl Europa Villacorta, dictable, and a bit unreal. Gait for Alles Govorice), Jii 

On MYX, she introduces rock comedy improvisation. ab a 16-year-old from Florida who You've seen this story many (Guillory) and other survivin 
videos on “Rock MYX,” sentimen- Workshops @ ABS-CBN isaloa Combination ‘works: for the prestigious Elite times before, but with different formans xo escape. from the 
tal songs on “Mellow MYX,” and source of new child talents, like Bianca is doing well athernew Modeling Agency. proper names. —Unless you Humans of the virulent resident 
old hits on “Backtrax.” She also Miles Ocampo, Yuuki Kadooka, assignment, and her combin Meryl has also modeled for haven't been watching movies in əyi əf he on 
alternates with VJs Heart Evange- Kathryn Bernardo, Sarah Palad and of beauty and brains rates well Macy's, Robinsons May, and thelast20yearsl. sus KY: 
lista, Karel Marquez and Luis Fraz Yap. Allfiveyoungtalentshave with viewers, Now, if she can get Kohi's, appearing mostly in their 4 “Secret Window” 
Manzano on “Pop MYX,” which already played choicerolesonTV. rid of her American twang, she'll fashion catalogues. She was also “Resident Evil: 
features the latest international similarly honed by the Talent realy be OK. featured as a model for Macy's in Apocalypse” 
and OPM hits. Centers workshops, the child al- Bianca is enjoying her stint on Seventeen magazine. ‘Alexander Witt 

Tor his part, MTB TV Idol ents are now ready to compete “Digital LG Quiz,” but dreams of Meryl is a morena beauty who S: Milia Jovovich, Oded Fehr 
Ahron Villenaisthe newest mem with other young starlets in the hosting a show about one of her stands 5'8 1/2". She is a third If your idea ofa fun night at the 
ber of the "MTB: Ang Saya-Saya” biz—and come out on top. (Call raging passions—travel. year high school student, and al- z 

Zhang Ziyi... .....-. 


family. His talents were honed at 415-3828.) Finally: A 30-foot poster of a so plays the piano. 
Sigma Delta beauties of the “70s recalled |: suse paene 


tional movies. the bill beautifully. If you're look- 
ji n .. KAL Who knows, as her command ing for somebody whos twen- 
By Behn Cervantes ducion on ihe Diliman com, ex hem iaşə, af Bnglish Improves, she could, tysomething who can də the ac 
(Conciusion) ms eee ming moape di poned by de lies of Jonge ove into the rarefied level of tion and the acting, she's proba- 
WHILE Nelia Sancho morphed the Samahang Demokratikong Gamboa, Winnie Monsod, Tony “colorblind casting” and snag blythe only one. 
from national beauty to being a Kabataan. Both were included at Cervantes, Vic Puyat and Sigma goles that would otherwise 80 00 hind dancer 
member of the underground, Ru- the International Theater Festival Delta alumnae Nanette Tiongco “ər about her acting abii Sek near tha’ end oF ihi ang 
by Umali was being re-invented. herein 1971. and Cora Yabut. Dang Daşa or 
‘AsDayangdayang Umali was lit- Nelia was then Grand Archon promil Home"? dang Yimou, who dec. around police deputies who a 
erally all over the fashion scene. " of the sorority, so we called upon Promise zar ee aaa a ley) deut 
jj 4 | Rubyeolendhernameandtalent — Iwas amazed tonotethat Nelia. Süherin Rond”and"YiouseofFiy. gie with Mei (Zhang Zu ablin 
Intelligence and class lis £ to the play, with NUT as leading and NUT were interwined in E oaggen shares a LAG ala 


^ " “She's become a much better a revolutionary faction. Enrap- 
Writers pointed out her man again. those two memorable products. rg I remember when Iwas ted by he the deputies concoct 


Mystery novelist Mort Rainey 
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unique modeling style that she 


tae Ng Ful aparet 20——266 
class. When Sigma Delta asked Ruby's early signs of profes: uesqueladieswerefrstnoted, TAKS hes ery or a scene we her ol, Dang ved with a blind gla 
me again to direct their next- DAYANGDAYANG (with NUT). Sionalism were now fully appar- Little did realize hat these two Sering has become much fuller, for two months. She a deni "I 
production, I chose Amelia Great elan, ent. 1 noted that she was well ladies, fine representatives of acol. nro rerounded. Naia no ides that a Wind peor 
Lapeña Bonifacio's "The Short, aware of lighting techniques orful but chaotic period, would B qəvi a all ac 
Short Life of Citizen Juan.” my mentor's theme was relevant when she was being shot for a blossom intosuch amazing women The only one Phases ie iln alive BL te 
Thad stopped directing Broad- tothe national temper. cover of the Asia-Philippine Lead- to be admired for virtues they dis- — «or ‘House of Flying Daggers,’ brasa hr dancing alır 
Superstar” in 1970. Ithought that “Barikada,” a multi-media pro- rect, listened to instructions, and m 
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Mowelfund boosts aid for film workers 


By Nestor U. Torre. 


THIRTY years ago, we were asked 
by flm industry leader Joseph 
Estrada to directa big show at the. 
Araneta Coliseum to raise funds 
to finance the social welfare ac- 
tivities of the new organization, 
the Movie Workers Welfare Foun- 
dation (Mowelfund). 

‘That benefit concert was truly 
star-studded. Top movie luminar- 
ies performed for free to raise 
funds for the industry "lite" peo- 
ple, who have a chronically diffi- 
cult time making both ends meet. 


Financial woes 

Since then, we have kept tabs on 
Mowelfund, and have been grati- 
fied to see that its spent millions to 
help its more than 5,000 members 
alleviate their financial woes. 

Some months ago, when we 
heard that Mowelfunds share of 
the proceeds of the Metro filmfest 
had been slashed, we wrote against 
the move, and we were happy 
‘when part of the cut was restored. 

More recently, we again wrote 
about movie workers’ need for 
hospitalization and housing, and 
we were pleasantly surprised 
when a housing executive ex 


Heady mix.. 


(Johnny Depp) is having abad day 
As if a collapsing marriage isn’t 
enough (he catches his wife in bed 
‘with another man), he finds him- 
self stalked by a spooky stranger 
(John Turturro), who accuses Mort 
ofplaglaizing his story: 

Koepp once again examines 
the dark recesses of the human 
mind in this relatively engaging 
thriller, based on Stephen Kings 
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pressed interest in helping Mow- 
“fund out in this regard. 

"We linked her up with Mowel- 
fund head Boots Anson-Roa, and 
‘we're happy to hear that Mowelfund 
will soon launch a low-cost housing 
program integrated with Creba 
Housing Foundation and Pag-Ibig. 

We realize, of course, that 
much more needs to be done for 
our movie workers and their fam- 
ilies, who are now having an even 
harder time due to the movie in- 
dustry's current slump. 

“That's why we were gratified to 
learn that Mowelfund is further 
improving its ability to generate 
additional income by renting out 
some ofits facilities and outlets. 


Movie mogul 

Substantial help inthis regard was 
recently forthcoming when movie 
mogul Ng Meng Tam donated equip- 
ment and facilities fora 34 seat mini- 
theater and preview room at the 
ground floor of Mowelfund’s build- 
ing on Rosario dz in Cubao, QC. 

Also completed was the Bulwa- 
gang Nepomuceno multi-purpose 
hall The facilities were blessed last 
Sept. 24 at the Mowelfund Plaza, a 
signal event that was graced by the 
movie industry's top leaders. 


+ From page AL2 


"Secret Window, Secret Garden." 

Depp, Turturro and company 
create complex, nuanced charac 
ters, but the movie holds back on 
character development, and fails 
to cook up a convincing finale 
that could have made the viewing 
‘experience more involving. 

As for us, we were spooked 
more by Turturro's ridiculously 
menacing, oversized hat! 


The new facilities will be avail- 
able at subsidized rates to fm-re- 
lated agencies and educational, 
civic and professional institutions. 

These and other new initiatives 
will boost Mowelfund's ability to 
help its many needy members in 
terms of welfare, medical and 
burial assistance, education, 
livelihood and low-cost housing. 
Beneficiaries 
. Boots Anson-Roa shares, 
"Mowelfund provides assistance, 
some repeatedly within the same 
year to some 5,500 members for 
medicine and hospitalization. It 
counts around 900 death benefi- 
ciaries, and has extended institu- 
tional help to film-related agen- 


cies and 100 non-members via 
donations and services. 


Livelihood program 

"It has graduated several hun- 
dreds through its year-old live 
hood program on reflexology, 
hair cutting, food making, and 
computer training in cooperation 
with BH Foundation. 

"In terms of low-cost housing, 
pilot Mowelfund village is being 
planned in Monterey Hills, San 
Mateo, ust off Marikina.” 

These are encouraging develop- 
ments. We can all do our bit by sup- 
porting Mowelfund's activities and 
adding to is welfare funds by rent- 
ingits facilities. Our movie workers 
need all the help they can get! 


aaa 
Buy 1 movie ticket to get 1 raffle stub 


AT MINI-THEATER BLESSING. From left, Ng Meng Tam, Susan 
Roces, Mother Lily, Boots Anson-Roa and Fernando Poe Jr. 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INVESTMENTS in the various economic zones jumped 90 percent in 
the first nine months to P30.4 billion from P16 billion a year ago, the 
Philippine Economic Zone Authority reported yesterday. 


For September alone, automotive-re- 
lated projects made up the bulk of in 
vestments commitment amounting to 
P1.06 billion, 

The Peza said projects approved last 
month were expected to generate a yearly 
average of $176 million in export receipts. 
The projects would also create some 1,800 
jobs for directly hired workers. 

‘The biggest investment approved last 
month in terms of project cost was Temic. 


YOUR GASOLINE CAN 
GET YOU EXTRA MILES 
FOR FREE TRIPS. 

With Mabuhay Miles Visa from HSBC, everyday can bring you Miles closer 


Automotive (Philippines) Inc's P340.9- 
million facility for the manufacture of 
seat memory and car body electronics. 

"The German firm's project will be lo- 
cated at the Food Terminal İnc, ecozone 
and is expected to yield $45.4 million in 
receipts each year. 

‘Another P330.7-million project, 
which the proponent asked to be kept 
confidential, was the second biggest 
Project approved last month. It is ex- 


peéted to earn $80.8 million a year 

Ford Motor Co. Philippines Inc's 
P64.L-million revision of its existing 
project to include the assembly of 
knocked-down kits at the Greenfield 
Automative Park ecozone was also ap- 
proved by the Peza in September. 

Ford Motor expects to earn $29.3 mil- 
lion a year from its exports to Vietnam. 
and other Southeast Asian countries 

Philippine Nita Washing Technolo- 
gies Inc. also got the Peza's nod for its 
56.3-million project for the washing of 
textiles and garments at the Calamba 
Premiere International Park ecozone. 
"The Japanese firm sees earnings of $1 
million a year from its customers in Eu- 


Earn one Mile for every P45 you charge. 
You can also earn double or triple the Miles at select establishments. 
And with just 3,000 Miles, you can already fly for free to a local destination. 


to free local or internationa! trips. Apply for one today. 
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rope, the United States and Asia. 

Juntec Corp.'s P49.7-million expan- 
sion ofits manufacturing of metal com- 
ponents for copiers, car audio and navi- 
gation equipment as well as related 
electronic parts at the Laguna Interna- 
tional Industrial Park ecozone was also 
approved by the Peza last month, 

"The Japanese firm expects to gener- 
ate 54.3 million in annual export re- 
ceipts from its markets in the United 
States, Japan, China and Mexico 

‘The Peza also approved Philippine 
Techno Realty Inc.'s P45-million project 
to lease existing buildings to Peza-regis- 
tered businesses at the First Cavite In- 
dustrial Estate ecozone, 
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Stocks near 
54-month high 


SHARES closed sharply higher yester- 
day, with the main index registering its 
best finish in nearly 54 months ona com- 
bination of technical factors and favor- 

able fundamentals, traders said 
‘The 30-company Philippine Stock Ex- 
change Index ended up 25.68 points, or 
1.5 percent, at 1,787.25, its highest close 
since April 10, 2000, when it finished at 
1,796.66. Gainers led decliners 57 to 18, 
srocks/si 


NO FEES TO PAY 
WHEN YOU APPLY FOR 
A MABUHAY MILES VISA 
FROM 3 SEPTEMBER - 
30 NOVEMBER 2004". 
Carry the credit card that lets you 
fiy free for as little as 3,000 Miles. 
'You can earn Miles on all your 
purchases - and double or triple the 


Miles in select stores. With Mabuhay 
Miles Visa, you're sure to fly for free! 


151-8000 merno manita) 
(032) 415-9888 (CEBU) 
(082) 300-2228 (Davao) 


Simply call the dedicated hotline. An HSBC 
Customer Service Representative wil receive your 
call and process your application. 


> JUST TEXT! 

Text HSBC<space>Full Name 
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Number<space>Email Address 
To 2327 tor Globe and Touch Mobile subscribers 


To 700-HSBC[4722) tor Smart and Talk n' Text 
subscribers 


HSBC Catherine Perez 


(632)8121141 


cperez@yahoo.com 


Send one text message. Our, HSBC Customer 
Service Representative will call you soon after to 
facia your application. 


> JUST LOG ON! 
www.hsbe.com.ph 


Visit the website and apply online. 
Apply for a Mabuhay Miles Visa today 
= and enjoy the reward you could only 
dream about with other credit cards. 
Not only is it easy to apply; it's 
absolutely FREE! 


Ikaw rin...sayang ang Miles! 
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à P NN SMC's 8-month profit 
zm — oz up 28% at P4.76B 


5. a a 7? By Elizabeth L. Sanchez uct portfolio and the influx of 
maior new drinkers in the market re- 
52 5 um 5 FOOD and beverage giant San sulted in these gains. 
px. 5 mia —U \G03009 Miguel Corp. (SMC) expanded its For international beer opera- 
55) a BE net profit by 28 percent to P4.76 tions, sales volume grew 13 per- 
25 s billion from January to August, Cent for the first eight months. No 
foamy co : 15 boosted by higher beer volumes figure was speci Year-to-date 
and lower costs for is soft drink sales revenues for international 
55 ə a ə i group, the Coca-Cola Beverage beer apee dma Mae 
Hinang ara. e roup. cent to million from 
Ci iA Consolidated net earnings in 5145.3 million during the same 
cdhinencal d ous: the same period last year was period last year. 
ES Q rotating com z 2 sum E P3.72 billion, the company said ^ SMC had said it was spending 
5. “ə vs A in its disclosure to the Philippine close to PS billion to expand its 
[rn 1 Stock Exchange. food facilities starting this year. 
Har ini eh pa Consolidated “operating in- Anew Purefoods Hormel meat 
—. 4 2 t come rose 35 percent to P10.1 plant in Cavite will be operating 
Prl Long Di i r billion. Consolidated revenues by the third quarter to process ba 
Palag boa. S climbed 12 percenttoP107.9bil- con and ham, among other pro- 
: lion as of August. Corporate vol. cessed meats. 
Maniu fione co A umes fom January to August In Batangas, a four mill and a 
Paa werealso 6 percent higher. flour-blending facility have also 
hapura asgen seces, Local beer sales volume for the been completed and commer 
eight-month period surged 16 per. operations are expected to start 
wen eae PRODUCTS, 
sunu ə e cent from last year Sales revenues soon. d 
ən ənə dit D oU from domestic beer operations — The company's expansion and 
Pars 2207 p : were also up 20 percent to P234 modernization program in the 
por par: bilion. Operating profi also food sector is part of the larger 
Sa Jumped 25 rentfo P71 bilon. Program to imest an estimated 
sə SMC said the benefits of m. PIS billion in the domestic mar- 
proved distribution, right prod- ket over the next three years. 


Stocks near 


Seton Co. 
Srnec 
ire Con. 
—. adm 
m 
068 8 From page Bi gained 2.8 percent to a record 
5 $ “zala “while 42 stocks were unchanged. — high P1,120 on expectations that 
Ain ə ə Samain “The index rose 1.1 percent on it cellular subscriber base is also 
Aon on to. a Thursday. growing at a healthy pace, given 
Pi təl Puma was the mo üzre DT s performance 
Balanse Resources & Mas stock, closing up 4.8 percent at Early in the session, the market 
Ec P6.60. Before the market opened, managed to push past the 1,763.30, 
hü the country’ largest mall operator the S3-month closing high set ast 
5 said it had raised $150 million via Friday. and the rally persisted. 
a syndicated term loan facility to — "The (posite) trend is ill in- 
be used for expansion. SM Prime tacı” said DA Marker Secures 
said its first such facility was over. President Nestor Aguila. “in terms of 
Subscribed, indicating the compa- fundamental, all the negative news 
ny secured favorable terms. has been discounted by the market, 
PLDT rose LB percent to including the high oil prices.” 
P1,420 after the country’s largest. The markers upside was 
telecommunications group said capped in past sessions by con- 
yesterday its cellular subscriber cerns over the impact high oil 
base has exceeded 17 million, — prices will have on the economy 
PLDT rival Globe Telecom and corporate earnings. — AP 
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BSP: Liquidi 
up by 6.1? 
to P1.72T 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


PUBLIC sector borrowings continued to fuel the expansion in the coun- 
try's net domestic credits, contributing to the growth of domestic liquidity. 

"The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas yesterday reported that domestic liq- 
uidity, or m3, grew by 6.1 percent year-on-year to P1.72 trillion as of 
end-August 2004, mainly due to the rise in the BSP's net foreign assets 
(NFA) and an improvement in net domestic credits 

“The growth in domestic credits was due mainly to increased cred- 
its to the public sector, which rose by 14.6 percent, as banks continued 
to purchase government securities,” the BSP reported. 

‘The public sector includes the national government as well as gov- 
emnment-owned and-controlled corporations. 

Credits to the private sector likewise grew stronger by 4.6 percent 
from the previous month's 4 percent rise. 

The NFA of the monetary system rose by 
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. BUSINESS 
PSALM sells 4th Napocor genco for $0.41M 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE POWER Sector Assets and Liabilities Man- 
agement Corp. (PSALM) last Thursday sold for 
$410,410 the 400-klowatt Cawayan hydro- 
electric plant in Bicol—one of 35 National Pow- 
'er Corp. generation plants on the auction block. 

Sorsogon II Electric Cooperative (Soreco II) 
beat two other bidders for the plant—Chervin 
Enterprises and lawyer Ramon Constancio. 

The first scheduled bidding for the Cawayan 
plant was declared a failure when all bids fell 
Short of the governments flor price. Soreco Il 
was also part of the roster of bidders for the as- 
set during the first round of bidding. 

“This successful bid should signal that gov- 
ernmentis pushing forward with its privatiza- 
tion program, even as itis looking for the best 
short- and long-term solutions to the energy 
and fiscal situation,” said Vincent Perez, ener- 
gy secretary and concurrent privatization, 
bids and awards committee head. 

The Cawayan plant was the fourth Napocor 
generation asset PSALM was able to sell since 
the Joint Congressional Power Commission ap- 
proved the genco groupings and the privatiza- 


tion schedule in December last year. 

‘The three other plants the state firm had 
sold were hydroelectric in nature: the 3.5- 
megawatt (MW) Talomo plant in Davao, the 
1.6-MVV Agusan plant in Bukidnon and the 
1.8-MW Barit plant in Camarines Sur. 

The Aboitizes’ Hydroelectric Development 
Corp. bagged the Talomo plant for $1.37 mil- 
March, while the Lopezes' First Genera- 
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tion Holdings Inc. won the auction for the Agu- 
san plant in June with a bid of $1.5 million. 
Ramon Constancio posted the highest bid 
for the Barit plant at $480,000. 
The 1.2-MW Loboc hydroelectric plant in 
Bohol is next to be auctioned off on Oct. 27. 
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9.3 percent in August due mainly to revalua- 
tion adjustments in the BSPS foreign curren- 
cy-denominated assets as a result of the 
weaker peso. 

The m3 growth in August, however, was a 
deceleration from the 6.7 percent increase of 
the previous month, 

Tn seasonally adjusted terms, m3 grew by 
0.1. percent month-on-month in August, 
slightly lower than the 0.9 percent monthly 
increase posted in July this year. 

"The moderate though steady growth in do- 
mesti liquidity has been accompanied by im- 
‘provements in domestic demand," the BSP said. 

Tt cited, for instance, that average capacity 
utilization in July increased 79.7 percent as a 
percentage of total capacity in the manufac- 
turing sector, up from the 78.7 percentutiliza- 
tion rate in July last year. 

“Both exports and imports reflected im- 
provements during the year, growing year-on- 
year by 3.2 percent and 5.6 percent, respec- 
tively in July 2004 from the contraction in ex- 
ports of 5.5 percent and slight 1.4 percent 
growth in imports in July 2003,” the BSP said. 

Iadded that employment data also improved; 
‘during the bird quarter, with the unemployment 
rate dropping to 11.7 percent from 12.6 percent 
during the same period ofthe previous year. 

“In the months ahead, monetary authori- 
ties will continue to monitor developments in 
the real and monetary sectors to ensure that 
liquidity conditions remain consistent with 
price stability objective,” the BSP said. 


GMA 7 to launch 
own cable 
channel in US 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


GMA NETWORK Inc. in January is set to 
launch its own cable channel in the United 
States, according to network sources. 

‘The television giant would offer Filipinos 
living on the US West Coast cable subscrip- 
tions to GMA 7 programs such as soap operas 
and entertainment shows. 

But the plans have yet to be firmed up, 
sources said. If things were to go as planned, 
this would be the first time GMA 7 would hit 
foreign shores. 

GMA recorded a net profit of P885 million 
in the first seven months of the year, up 25 
percent from P707 million a year ago. This 
brings it nearer to its P1.5-bilion goal for this 
year. 

The company's revenue grew 17 percent 
to P4.3 billion from January to July. But op- 
erating expenses also increased by 20 per- 
cent to about P2 billion from P1.7 billion a 
year ago. 

Felipe Gozon, GMA president, had said 
the company would push through with its 
initial public offering in the first quarter of 
2005. 

Gozon said the company would be naming 
an underwriter during the third quarter. 

“The company is planning to sell 30 percent 
of its shares to the public to raise as much as 
P9 billion 
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Learn online banking through Express Onli 
You will also be tutored in Express Phonebanking, 
which has an extensive menu for self-service transactions, 
Whether you are a deposit client, a credit cardholder, 
or have loans or remittances with BPI. The ELC will also 
show you how to do cashless shopping through the 
Express Payment System's (EPS) POS Terminal. 


Come visit us at 


Come and visit the BPI Express Learning Center (ELC) 
and we will teach you about the latest products 
that make banking easier and more convenient. ~ 


in one Visit. - 
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and their beneficiaries, where they will learn how to do 

hassle-free remittances through Express Remit. 
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ambergris solutions 


31/F Discovery Center 25 ADB Ave., 
Ortigas Center Pasig City, 1600 
38.9440 Facsimile: 638.9445 


Walk-i 


submit your resume onli 


E 


1 Launch your career to new heights! We are looking for only the best and brightest talents to join Manila's leading outsourced 
call center, Ambergris Solutions. Our partnership with DELL, the world's premier provider of computing products and services 
has created exciting new opportunities for Customer Service Professionals. 
Catch us during our Recruitment Roadshow and BE HIRED ON THE SPOT! 
October 2, Saturday - Grilla, Libis (10am to 5pm) 
October 3, Sunday - Discovery Center, Clermont Room (1pm to 8pm) 
October 3, Sunday - Grilla, Libis (10am to 5pm) 
October 4, Monday - Giligan's Island, Park Square Drive, across Goldcrest, Makati (11am to 7pm) 
October 4, Monday - 31st flr. Discovery Center, (10am to 7pm) 
Bring your friends and earn rewards too! We're offering bonuses for every successful referral you bring with you. We look 
forward to meeting you and discussing excellent career opportunities. 


Our growth is unparalleled by any other. 
Join our team, be a part of our success and leadership in the call center industry. 
OPEN HOUSE: Monday-Friday, 10AM-6PM 


iS will be immediately interviewed. 
ine: recruitment@ambergrissolutions.com 
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ME. 
Kagawaran ng Ugnayang Panlabas 
Department of Foreign Affairs 


DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 22-04 
SUBJECT : Amendment to Department Order No. 07-00 
(Revised Consolidated Schedule of Service 
Fees) 
Department Order No. 07-00, dated 08 May 2000, which 
is the Revised Consolidated Schedule of Service Fees, 
does not cover appropriate visa fees for restricted nationals 
applying for multiple-entry visas, as listed in Foreign 
Service Circular No. 446-01, dated 14 December 2001. 
In view thereof, Department Order No. 07-00 is hereby 
amended to include the following visa fees for restricted 
aliens: 
9 (a) Temporary Visitor Visa for Restricted Aliens 
Single Entry valid for three (3) months 


(prescribed under D.O. 07-00) - US$ 40.00 
Multiple Entry valid for six (6) months - USS 80.00 
Multiple Entry valid for one (1) year - US$ 120.00 


This order amends Department Order No. 07-00 and shall 
be published once a week for two consecutive weeksin two 
newspapers of general circulation in the Philippines and 
shall become effective fifteen days after the last 
publication. 


Pasay City, Sep. 16, 2004 


(Sgd.) ALBERTO G. ROMULO 
‘Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
(Pot cetaer 49.2000 
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of P35,578,759.00. 


‘SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
SSS Building, 6782 Ayala Avenue comer V. A. Rufino Street, Makati City 
Tel. No. 841-4928; Fax No. 8414930: Website: wen pd govph 

E-mait bacsecretariat Ó páic.gov.ph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


ine Deposit Insurance Corporation (PDIC) invites accredited general 
building contractors of the Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) with 
minimum license Category of "B", Registration of "Medium A” or higher for road. highway 
pavement, railways, airport horizontal structures and bridges, pursuant to PCAB Circular 
No. 2004-01 dated July 30, 2004, and at 

engineering contractors to apply for eligibility and subsequently, to bid, for the 
engagement of a contractor for the backfilling of a property located at Aurora Boulevard 
comer J. P. Rizal Street, Barangay Marilag, Project 4, Cubao, Quezon City. The contract 
covers earthworks, backfiling, and civil works with an approved budget for the year 2004 


ast five (5) years experience as general- 


A FUN JOURNEY BACK TO 
STELLA MARRIS COLLEGE 

It's been too long but the ‘70s still 
command a strong reason to cheer and 
reunite for those wild times. This is exactly 
what the alumnae (some members of 
which are shown above) of Stella Maris 
College will do in their grand Silver Jubilee 


Activities 


Date/Time 


homecoming today, October 2, at the 
school grounds. The affair will come with 


Place. 


Issuance of Application 
Statement for Eligibility 


October 4-15, 2004 


all night retro dancing, 70s exhibit, fashion 
show, and performances by show bands. 
All Stellans are invited to attend the 
event. For details call 6715334, clo Sophie 


9" Floor, PDIC Extension 
Office, SSS Building, 
Ayala Avenue comer 
Rufino Street, Makati City 


Deadline for submission of 
eligibility envelopes, 
‘opening of the same shall 
follow immediately 


Unti 2:00 P.M. 
October 18, 2004 


de los Santos or Judith Arenas 


Faith culture lives on 


ARCHBISHOP Gaudencio Rosales, D.D. and 


Notification and issuance 
o bidding documents to 
eligible bidders 


October 18-21, 2004 


Bishop Luis Amonio Tagle are main celebrant’ 
homilist and lecturer respectively in the simul- 
taneous anniversary celebrations of the Asian. 
Social Institute (ASI) and the Center for Small 


-same- 


Pre-bid Conference 


‘October 22, 2004 


Entrepreneurs (CSE) on Oct. 2, 2004 at the 
Folk Arts Theatre, CCP Complex, Manila. The 
whole day celebration will feature the Francis 
Senden Memorial Lecture to be given by His 


Board Room, 7* Floor, 
PDIC Main Bullding, 2228 
Pasong Tamo Street, 

Makati City 


Opening of technical and 
financial envelopes 


Until 2:00 P.M. 
November 4, 2004 


Excellency, Most Reverend Luis Antonio Tagle, 
DD, STD on "Healing Our Faith Life." After the 
lecture, a sharing of analogous experiences of 
solidarity from the different sectors will follow. 
This event will culminate with the celebration 


9" Floor, PDIC Extension 
Office SSS Building, 
Ayala Avenue comer 
Rufino Street, Makati City 


The Application Statement for Eligibility shall be made available from October 4 to 
15, 2004 at the BAC Secretariat, 9” Floor, PDIC Extension Office, SSS Building, Ayala 
‘Avenue comer V. A. Rulino Street, Makati City upon submission of a copy of PCAB 
License and Registration, Letter of intent and payment of a non-refundable amount of 
300.00. Original copy of License and Registration must be presented for verification 
against submitted photocopy. Both PCAB License and Registration must be current 
betore the eligibility screening, after opening of bids, and during the entire duration of the 


contract. 


The eligibility screening of bidders, evaluation of bids and awarding of contract shall 
be governed by Republic Acl 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations. 


PDIC reserves the right to reject any or all bids or any part thereof, to waive any 
informality or minor defect, and to accept the offer most advantageous to the Government. 


PDIC shallin no case be held responsible or liable for any and all costs associated 
with the bidder's participation in the bidding process regardless ofits results. 


(PDI-October 2, 2004) 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


ofthe Holy Eucharist by Archbishop Gaudencio 
Rosales, DD, as the main celebrant, during 
which symbolic offerings will be given by repre- 
sentatives of schools, colleges, universities, 
organized communities, NGOs, business com: 

‘munity, local government units, labor groups, 
corporations and other sectors of their pledge 
of commitment to and implementation of 
Pondo ng Pinoy. Participants are requested to 
bring their baon for lunch and merienda that 
could be shared with representatives from or 

ganized marginalized communities who are 
the beneficiaries of the Pondo ng Pinoy project 
Interested parties, may pre-register at the Asian 
Social Institute or the Center for Small Entre 

preneurs at (02) 526-5590, 525-6268, 
524-1879 mobile 0916-303-7443, 0916-302 

4977 email address: c, magnata@ yahoo.com 
orcse@pacific.ne.ph or visit Asian Social insti- 
tute building, 1518 Leon Guinto corner Escoda 
Sureets, Malate 


Where you find the best. 


VİSİT US AT 
www.jobmarketonline.com 
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2004 CHINA CHONGQING TRADE SHOW IN MANILA 

The 2004 China Chongqing Trade Expo Philippines opens on Sept. 29 
unii Oct. 1, at the World Trade Center organized by the Chongqing 
Heaven Best International Business Exhibitions and Trade Co, Ltd 

and by Premier Events Plus Group Inc. The expo's theme "Business 
‘Opportunities in Foreign Trade" with a trade objective to foster 
‘loser economic ties between China and the Philippines through a 
Showcase of the various business opportunities available in the 
Province of Chongqing. Being the largest vehicle and motorcycle base 
in China, the China Chongqing Trade Expo 2004 will feature the 
motorcycle, electric bikes, automotive, engine and spare parts 
industry. However, other industries also featured are food, textil, 
fabrics, electronics, generators, pumps, agricultural machinery, car — | 


accessories, women's accessories and many others. Interested parties 
can call Premier Events Plus group, Inc. at 9297993 or 63, 4364209, 
4269603, 9208136 or email at info@PEPGroup.com. 


rm 


EARNING PUBLIC GOODWILL 
Firms to build model mining towns 


By Viricent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—Companies are coming 
together to build modern mining com- 
munities, ones that would hopefully re- 
deem the mistakes of the past. 


This according to the Philippine 5 


Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
which linked up with the Chamber of 
Mines to draw up detailed social and 
fiscal schemes for future mining towns. 

But these will not be the usual min- 
ing towns, according to PCCI president 
Noemi Saludo. 

Learning from the fate of the coun- 
try’s older mining communities, PCCI 
will provide future mine towns a work- 
ing economy that would allow these to 
survive the entry and exit of huge min- 
ing operations. 


Public hostility 

Benjamin Philip Romualdez, Cham- 
ber of Mines president, said public hos- 
tility to the mining industry could be 
traced back to the sins of the original 
mines, 

Although mining firms invested 
highly in the development of most min- 
ing towns, host communities and 
provinces rarely felt them because the 
national government absorbed most of 
these through taxes that were rarely 
plowed back to the provinces, Ro- 
mualdez said 

A PCCI case study also revealed that 
various mining communities have end- 
ed up relying completely on these min- 
ing companies, Saludo said. 

“Once the mines closed, the firms got 
the blame for the deterioration of their 
former host towns,” she said. 

‘The pervading’ hostility compelled 
the government to freeze mine devel- 
‘opment projects that could be viable 
within the next two years, Romualdez 
said. 

He said the Arroyo administration 
would need the projects’ P2-bllion cap- 
ital now lying idle 

Saludo said the country’s largest 
business organizations wanted to re- 
duce this hostility by shouldering the 
‘cost of training and expanding small 
and medium scale enterprises in towns 


BMW Series 


MINING firms have invested billions of pesos in social projects, such asreforestry. 


targeted for mining development. 

“Communities that get excise taxes 
from the mines, or a share from their 
national taxes, must now be trained to 
use this for high-value opportunities,” 
Romualdez said. 

He said the PCCI and the 
mining sector would help se- 
cure funding for small and medium en- 
terprises in these towns. 


Good faith 

Saludo said this would guarantee 
“good faith” for business. 

‘That had always been in short sup- 
ply since the American colonial gov- 
ernment helped install American 
overseers over local mining projects, 
said the militant Cordillera Peoples 
Alliance, a mining industry critic in 
Northern Luzon. 

Joan Carling, CPA chair, said envi- 
ronmental activists must be allowed to 
study these modern mining towns be- 
cause the government's deficit has com- 
pelled local governments to séek alter- 
native economic sources 

“To them, even to officials who are 


Sheer 
Driving Pleasure 


Thriller. 
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environmental stalwarts, the mines are 
becoming very attractive because they 
need revenues to offset the possible loss 
of their internal revenue allotments,” 
Carling said. 

Romualdez, who is also 
president of Benguet Corp., 
the country’s oldest mining 
company, said the industry might con- 
front renewed militancy due to deficit 
pressures, which would reduce infras- 
‘ructure spending 

But he said the industry could not ig- 
nore its history lessons, which detail 
how inept government bureaucracy 
ended up trivilizing all of the mining 
firms’ contribution to local develop- 
‘ment since 1903. 


Mining contributions 

Itogon town in Benguet, which host- 
ed Benguet Corp. for 101 years and 
Philex Mining Corp. for 46 years, now 
ranks among the country's first class 
towns, but the province remai 
afthe 20 poorest provinces un 
according to the National Statistical Co- 
ordination Board (NSCB). 


The BMW 3 Series is made to thrill. Nothing excites like its 
sporty styling and dynamic performance. And now you can 
experience pure driving pleasure at the most thrilling conditions: 


25% downpayment and 0% interest fo 
4 years on selected BMW 3 Series models*. 


Asan alternative, you can opt for BMW Service Inclusive: 
a5-year or 60,000km free service package including 
parts and labor from your authorized BMW dealer. Another 
innovative offer, the first of its kind, only from BMW. 
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At its peak between 1977 and 1996, 
Benguet had contributed P25 billion in 
taxes, duties and community expendi- 
tures, based on data supplied by the 
firm for the governments National 
Minerals Policy. 

The firm's annual average expendi- 
tures reach P962.2 million, Benguet 
documents showed. 

Redempta Baluda, Philex vice presi- 
dent and environment manager, placed 
her company's investments at P8.9 bil- 
lion since 1958. 

Philex’ 2003 annual report notes that 
the firm was taxed P144 million, when 
iteamed $59 million in exports 

Mankayan town, also in Benguet, re- 
tains its fourth class ranking despite the 
presence of the 66-year-old Lepanto 
Consolidated Mining Co. (LCMC), 
which has contributed P3.307 billion in 
taxes since 1947, based on corporate 
tax records. 

Had taxes been paid directly to host 
towns, Romualdez said the industry's 
public image could have been better. 

This “love-hate relationship” now 
dictates the future of the oldest Philip 
pine mines. 


Future relationship 

Tuba Councilor Val Carantes said 
most town officials continue to block 
Philex's exploration and expansion pro- 
grum in their town until it pays a P3- 
milin environmental fine. 

Philex is winding up its Benguet op- 
erations. 

LCMC is also encountering difficul- 
ties in expanding is Teresa ore property 
due to the complaints from Mankayan 
villagers. 

There can be no debate about the 
mines historical role at building most 
Of the local towns in Benguet, said Ro- 

yualdez. 

He said Benguet Corp. helped fi- 
nance the construction of schools in the 
early 1900s when American missionar- 
ics began introducing English, Science 
and Mathematics to the indigenous Fil- 
ipinosinthe Cordiler 

“But the mines were affected by the 
system, When the government decided 
so absorb all of the taxes in the 1970s, 
we started to lose our standing in pans 


ik 


Pe 


Autohaus BMW 184 E, Ruchu Jt Ave, s, Quezon Cay * T (02) 80/34 Fa 02) 438 419. Performance Auto BM" Hogalones St comer P. Burgos St, Cebu Cay Tel (082) 2563491 + Fa 142) 230 3482 PGACars BMW. 


LOCAL government units are turning to mining proj 


of the community where governments 
presence was not being felt," he said, 

‘The country’s older mines responded 
by increasing their contributions to lo- 
cal programs. 


‘Social investments 

The Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
pegged the overall social investments 
‘of Benguet, Philex and LCMG at P68.77 
billion. 

“These investments include the firms’ 
expenses for rising and sustaining wa- 
tershed forest areas to protect towns 
against the mining operations. 

But its net effect was far from satis- 
factory, Romualdez said. 

A mining official from another 
firm pointed out that they spent a 
third of their investments building 
roads and bridges for a local govern- 
ment that refused to part with its 
purse. 

Romualdez admitted that the Ameri- 
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Europeans Qil firms sorunble for FCDUs 
urge opening 


of Naia , ~ to meet rising import bills 


By Ronnel W. Domingo By Doris C. Dumlao availments by gil firms during the. to forward contracts with off... from foreign bank branches/sub- 
period came with the surgein the. shore suppliers to peg the price of sidiaries operating in the coun- 
THE $657-MILLION Ninoy Aquino Interna. Oll COMPANIES scrambled for country’soilimportbillduetoris- their furure purchases. try" the BSP said. 
tional Airport Terminal 3 can start operation more foreign currency deposit ingoil pricesin the world market. To facilitate hedging against for- — This brought the total out- 
Within si months, that is, if government will unit (FCDU) loans in the second A foreign exchange trader esti- cign exchangerisks, he BSPhasan standing FCDU loans granted by 
Mlow it, according to the European Chamber | Quarter ofthis year to meet ising mated thatthe monthly dolar re- existing currency risk protection commercial banks and thrift 
of Commerce of the Philippines. import bills amid skyrocketing quirement for oil importation program (CRPP) facility a non-de- banks in the country to $4.8 bil- 
ECCP executive vice president Henry J. global crude prices. was now about 5400 million from liverableforward contract between lion as of end-June, up by $150 
Schumacher said man interviewthatiewouid But in availing of the FCDU onlyS2SOmilionayearago. itself and the commercial bank million or 3 percent from the first 
take three months to prepare the facility and loans, the oil firms, who earned Às global oil prices hugged the with the foreign exchange obliga- quarter, but down by 2 percent 
nother three months to train people to oper- mostly in pesos, had exposed them- $50 per barrel level, analysts are tionsofbankcientsastheunderly- from a year ago. 
ateit, selves to greater foreign exchange worried about the dire conse- ing transaction. The facilityaimsto Resident borrowers continued 
Schumacher said project contractor Take- risks, underscoring the need for quences on Asian economiesthat relieve the pressure on the spot to account for 98 percent of the 
naka Corp. of Japan had invited businessmen them to hedge, analysts said. do not have large domestic oil market created by market players outstanding FCDU loan portfolio, 
Indatlincexceutivesinthepestfewweeksto Oil companies had obtained supplies but whose industries are wanting to frontload their future with public utility firms and com- 
tour the facility and see for themselves that it $511 million from Philippine heavy energy users. foreign currency requirements and. modity/service exports each hav- 
was in top shape. banks FCDU system in the second “Their import bill is rising and by borrowers such as oil fms inga 21-percent share. 
Schumacher said that with the deteriora- ‘quarter ofthe year more than dou- the peso is depreciating, sol would wanting to cover foreign currency Private borrowers continued to 
tion of Nata Terminal 1, the need for Terminal ble the first quarter availment of think these ol companies are obligations. account for almost two-thirds of 
3 ras obvious. $243 million, the Bangko Sentral hedging,” said Astro del Castillo, Meanwhile, the BSP report the outstanding credits. 
‘Schumacher, a German, said most compa- ng Pilipinas reported yesterday. managing director and fund man- noted that new PCDU loan releas- — In terms of maturity, medium 
nies from his country that are already doing The report noted thatthe avail- ager of First Grade Holdings. es amounted to $1.21 billion dur. and long-term loans (MLT)—or 
business here have plans of expansion due to ments made oil companies the Del Castillo said hedging ing the April-June period, almost those with payment terms of one 
growing markets. biggest beneficiaries of fresh FC. against volatility in crude prices twice the $607 million disburse- year and above—comprised 71 
Some of these firms are engaged in elec- DÜ loan releases in the second could be done either through cer- ments in the first quart percent of total. MLT credits com- 
tronics, chemicals, garments, healthcare and quarter, accounting for 42 per- tain financial instruments or with “About 57 percent ofthese dis- prised 55 percent and 98 percent 
industrial services. cent of total disbursements. the way they purchase the crude bursements came from local com- ofthe total private and public sec- 
“Hesaid a legal resolution ofthe Terminal 3 ‘The doubling of FCDU loan oil, as the companies could resort mercial banks and the balance tor credits, respectively 
issue would be a positive signal to European 
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əəə "he Airport Terminal 3 has been the subject : 
Pace on mine fms on ofliigation since the Supreme Court ruled in THE ABOITIZ group's banking coupon rate. Credit Suisse Fist — Also, bank officials are plan, Imernational credit rating firm 
ites relied too mach on May 2003 that all five contracts related tothe arm Union Bank of the Philip: Boston and UBS Investment Bank ning to expand their credit card Moody's Investors Service as- 
e become mikine cows for Naia project were void. The high tribuna sald pinesraised $125 millon from its acted as joint arranger and business, which now has a cus- signed a Ba? rating to the banks 
Bus and whenever we put up the contracts were against public policy and three-year global bond offering. — bookrunner for the issuance. tomer base of 160,000, Valde- senior unsecured debt issue. This 
o build new roads each Violative of the Build-Operate-Transfer law. ‘This wasthe firsttime the bank Valdepenas said the proceeds penas said. rating indicates substantial credit 
ata dhe mentality hat the The high court also decided that the gov. tapped the offshore capital mar. from the offering were made “Our credit card base grows by risk particularly as a result of ad- 
sain tha mentaliy məb. ernment should ake over the project. kab since the 1997 currency rur. available tothe banik last Friday. 4,000to 7,000a month, hesald, verse economic change over 
E "Because o this, Fraport AG—the German moil "he proceeds shall be wed to “Three years ago, our subscribers time But business or financial al- 
Pi sth Philippine mining sir operator inadı forthe Temminal3 In a press briefing yesterday, upgrade the banks IT (forma. werelessthan 2,000" | temaiwes may be albie toal 
parcofterhilipinemining ane wrote of some S312 Unionbank. president Vor ton technology) inasucture -Valdepenas said the bank also low financial commitments to be 
aa es to Baguio, he om lin t invested inthe project Valdepenas said the bil was and boost is lending through. planned to grow its SME lending mei 
An. Also, Fraport had sought arbitration with much higher than the target size, credit cards as well as to small portfolio to 1 billion this year Established in 1982 as a result 
rican colonial government) əə onal Center fr Settlement of n- but the bank decided to cap the and medium enterprises, the The bank has so far devoted of a merger beween Union Sav. 
? vestment Disputes. The company had accused issuance at $125 million. bank chief said. P750 million of its portfolio ro ings and Mortgage Bank, and 
hindsight, Romualdez said the government of various "unlawful acts," _“Thatweek,the ROP (Republie Valdepenas, said Unionbank this sector Bancom Development Corp. 
rest sal including its alur to pay compensation for ofthe Philippines) also went ro planned to ollouta much better Asie from the Philippine gov. Union Bank is curently the 13th 
İp filed to raise a tempera Pe exproprjation of ihe airport germinal. > themarke'witas.bilionofer ITplaormwitcsomizedelee ernment, Unionbank asthe ist largest indigenous bank in he 
po “ifthe (Philippine) government decides that ing.” Valdepenas said. tronic banking facilities for spe- Philippine entity that braved the Philippines. 
bns eadem today, he saia, the Terminals Hous) sue must be solved Unionbank’s bonds were ic customers. He expected the global bond marker afer Mala... The bank reported consolidat 
nes lenders today he sar legal... then it would have toappointa polit- priced at 99.669 percent or 445 bank to spend P100 million each ahang announced tharthecoun- ed assets of 767 billion (SLA 
E ME orte help fad a somon,” Schr. asi points over te comparatve year over the next five years for try wasin dhe midstofaficalert. billion) as of June 30, 2004 
^  macher said. "Surely there are solutions." US Treasuries witha 7.25 percent the IT project. sis. Doris C. Dumlao 
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ZEN PUBLIC ESTATES AUTHORITY 


7TH FLOOR LEGASPI TOWERS 200, PASEO DE ROXAS, 
'CITY OF MAKATI. METRO MANILA 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 817-4711 817-712 «817-4713, 
= ONT SON? = 817-3018 + 817-8014 814-1441446 
FAX (632) 815.2662 + 815-2860 17-3127 «ZIP CODE 1226 


INVITATION TO BID 
The PUBLIC ESTATES AUTHORITY (PEA) is inviting interested parties to participate in he 
pubic bidding for the sale or lease of eleven (11) les on a serviced land basis, located at the 
Genital Business Park 1 A, Bay City (ormeriy known as Boulevard 2000), Pasay City, for mixed 
Use or commercial development purposes. 
1. Properties for salo or lease: 
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"Easy 
“Qualied bidders: 
‘Sale: Any Filipino clizen, of legal age: any government owned or controlled corporations 
and any government financial İnsulin or any public corporation, which have 
‘complied withthe requirements established by PEA for this bidding. 
Lease: Any Filipino ctzen, of legal age; any partnership, association or corporation, public 
‘or private of which atleast 60% of the capital stock or of any intrest in said capital 
Stock belongs wholly to citizens of the Philippines and which is organized and 
constituted under the laws of the Philippines. 

3. Interested quailed partes may obtain the Terms of Reference and Bid Documents upon payment 
of a non-felundable fee of FIVE THOUSAND PESOS (P5,000.09) in cash or Manager's! 
Cashier's Check staring 28 September to 27 October, 2004 irom 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the 
Marketing Department, th Floor Legaspi Towers 200, Paseo de Roxas, Makali MM. 

4. Theirstpre-bidconference is scheduled on 21 October 2004 at 10:00 AMat the PEA Conference 
Room. 

5. Required pre-qualfication documents and duly accomplished Bid Documents prescribed in 
the Terms of Reference shali be submitted to he PEA Real Estates Bids and Awards Commitee 
(PREBAC) on 4 November 2004 on or belare 10:00 AM. Public opening of bids shal follow at 
10:30 AM ol the same day. 

6. For turther information, inquiries may be made to the Marketing Department in the above address 
at telephone numbers 817-4711 to 13 (unk ine) and 813-7103 to 7104 (direct Ines) 


Thomas Power, ‘The Mos! Connected Person on the Internet’, Chairman of Ecademy 

and author of several books that have changed lives and revolutionized businesses of milions 
the world over (The E-Business Advantage. The Battle of the Portals, E to the Power of 12, 
Ecosystem The 12 Principles of e-business, Networking for Lile), is here in the Philippines. 


Leam how putting “People First, Business Second" can get you connected 
with millions of people within your scope of interest across the globe and 
develop a philosophy that will transform your life and your business. 


October 8, 2004 E 
Dusit Hotel Nikko 6.0 
Grand Ballroom 6:00 pm maa 


(594) TEODORICO C. TAGUINOD 
“General Manager/CEO. 


(POL Sept 2T 8 Oct 2.7.13. 


Tickets are soid at Php 500.00 (lo cover cocktails}. Interested participants can text thoir confirmation 
by sending MAI REG full namefmobitet/tandlineicompany name to 2960 (P2 50 per text) You car 
also register anino by logging on lo hitp:tivww.ingT.net and clicking on the Ecademy button ad. 
or emialars your ful name, actress, company nane, landine and emai address al 
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‘THIRD DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
SATURNINA ZARATE 
Vda. de UYTIEPO 


Masses will be celebrated at: 
‘San Sobastian Church 


St. dude 
San Mig. 


Sta. Cruz ChE ann 
Relatives and friends are requested to. | 
attend mass at any of the above 

churches and to pray forthe eternal 


repose 


Sor — 


lal 


the truth 
and the life. à 


No 
to 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate 
© Any identification document (LD.) 


On the 


October 2, 2004 Fifth Death Anniversary of 


fp CONRADO C. CAIMOL 


who passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on October 2, 1999. 


60am. 
” £30am. 
70am. 
. 500pm. 


Church 
uel Pro Cathedral 


d à In Loving Memory 
i 
j 
| 
| 


Holy Masses will be offered today, October 2, 2004 
k at the following churches: 


Sanctuario de San Jose 
(East Greenhills, Mandaluyong) 
Mary The Queen Church 
(West Greenhills, San Juan) 
Immaculate Concepcion Church 
(Damar Village. Quezon City) 
St. Claire Catholic Church 
(Roseville, California, USA) 
St. Patrick Church 7:00 AM 
(San Francisco, California, USA) 


of her soul. GISAM 
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JA 
H "But I have trusted in your mercy; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation” 


1 FELICIDAD “ISING” CABRERA MUNGCAL * 
j of Guagua, Pampanga 
| April 10, 1924 September 25,2004 


Peacefully joined her loving husband, GREGORIO and caring son, PEY, 
in the company of the Lord on September 26, 2004 in Miami, Florida, USA. 


Her bereaved children BOY and Menchu, ALEX and Belen, WINSTON. 
and Precy, JUN and Connie, GERLIE, DULCE and Jeremy Lacson and 
RUBY: grandchildren Michael, Carissa, Faith, Angelic, Jeng, Analyn, PJ, Pia, 
Egey, May, Justine and Jason: and relatives request our friends and readers to 
pray for the etemal repose of her soul. 


2... Hernemaiə willbe flown from Miami on 05 October 2004 and wil ie in 
i stata tci residence in Maquapo, Guagua, Pampanga. =! 


Interment will be on Saturday, 09 October 2004 at the Maquiapo Catholic 


Cemetery after the 2:00 p.m. Mass. 


Barr 


one, comés 
the Father gen 


His bereaved wife Gloria; children George and 
Cecile Lopez, Grace and Tinggoy Lim; grandchildren 
Lemon, Mis, Orange, Ina, JM, Sabrina and Carla 
request you to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at Premiere 2 Loyola 
Memorial Chapels in Guadalupe Viejo, Makati City. 


Cremation will follow after the 700a.m. Holy 
Ki, Mass on Monday, October 4, 2004 


An obituary with a picture 
can be a fitting tribute 
to your departed loved one. 


Always caring.. INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT * MESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS * FREE OBIT 


qe Our Dearly Beloved 
di CARMEN M. COLLANTES 


Peacefully joined the Lord 
on September 29, 2004 at St. Lukes Medical Hospital. 


Her remains lie in state at Chapel Q 
of Loyola Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe, Makati City. 


Interment will be on Sunday, October 03, 2004 
after the 9:00 a.m. mass at Loyola Memorial Park, Parafiaque. 


The Family is requesting for your prayers 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 


ROBERTO I. TORRES ” 


of Vergonville, Las Pifias and Nasugbu, Batangas 


Peacefully joined the Lott oni September 30, 2004 
at the age of 58. 
His wife Herminia D. Torres and sons Paul John, Joseph Oliver, 
and George Matthew, daughter-in-law Jacquelyn and granddaughter 
Betinna Althea, brothers, sisters, other relatives and friends request the 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His remains lie in state at the Premiere Chapel of 
Holy Trinity Memorial Chapels, Sucat Road, Paraiiaque City. 
Interment will be at Manila Memorial Park, 
‘Wednesday, October 06, 2004 after the 


e City on 


2:00 p.m. Mass. 
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‘OCTOBER 27-30, 2004 | AIM ACCEED Conference Center 
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND 
Graphe döygüm dəl att, webmaster photog 3p 
Soto pner cente directors, commercial poner Layout rh, pe managers 
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KEY TOPICS 


LEARNING PHOTOSHOP CS AND ITS APPLICATIONS. 
October 27, 2004, 9:30am-4:30pm 


FUNDAMENTALS OF EFFECTIVE PUBLICATIONS DESIGH 
October 28, 2004, 9:308m-12:30n0 


OPTIMIZING PHOTOSHOP AND ILLUSTRATOR AS IMAGING TOOLS 
‘October 28, 2004, 1:30-4:30pm 
MAKING YOUR WEBSITES INTERACTIVE USING MULTIMEDIA TOOLS 
October 29, 2004, 9:30am-4:30pm 


LEARNING INDESIGN CS AND ITS APPLICATIONS 
October 30, 2004, 9:30am-4:30pm 


vdtemeda ipeculit, art director. 
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xpert calls for more 
studies on COCO 01 
anti-AIDS benefits 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 


HE 1999 LOCAL study 

that showed virgin co- 

conut oil (VCO) could re- 
duce, if not totally wipe out, 
the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV) needs a follow-up 
study to validate its results. 

Dr. Conrado Dayrit, the man behind 
what is now called the “miracle oil,” says 
the 1999 study was "just the beginning 
of an exhaustive work.” He says the fol- 
low-up study should involve at least 200 
HIV-positive patients, if possible up to 
300 patients. 

Dayrit is looking for young re- 
searchers to do the study because at 85, 
he says, he is already "too old" to take 
part in’ 


14 HIV-positive patients 

‘The initial study had involved 14 HIV- 
positive patients of the San Lazaro Hos- 
pital in Sta. Cruz, Manila. The research 
Took six months and was conducted by 
Dayrit's group and medical staff of the 
state-run facility. 

‘The study showed that the coconut 
chemical lauric acid could inhibit, delay 
and reduce the spread of HIN 

Dayrit says the viral loads of research 
subjects went down, while their C4 
cells--the human body's first lines of de- 
fense against infection—went up. 

He presented his group's findings 
during the 37th Cocotech meeting in 


Chennai, India in 2000. 

‘Similar presentations followed here 
and abroad, and his findings have be- 
come a fixture in many VCO websites. 


More concrete conclusions 

The P5-million research was funded 
by the nongovernment Philippine Co- 
conut Research and Development 
Foundation (PCRDF) where Dayrit was 
then a trustee. 

PCRDF technical supervisor Romulo 
Conde had described the test results as 
“promising,” but was also quoted as hav- 
ing cautioned for a need for “more con- 
crete conclusions...o...satisfy the world 
scientific community” 

Dr. Roderick Poblete, head of the 
Philippine National AIDS Council 
(PNAC) secretariat, shares Condes 
views. 

PNAC is the lead agency in the coun- 
trys fight against the killer disease. 

Poblete says a study with a much big- 
ger scope would “erase any doubts on 
the results of the initial tests.” 

Dayrit says VCO has become very pop- 
ular among HIV-positive locals. 

In the absence of a cure for HIV/AIDS, 
he says, “many patients have resorted to 
alternative medicines like coconut oil. 
Apparently dissatisfied with what their 
doctors had been giving them, they gave 
coconut oil ayı” 

‘The Philippine HIV/AIDS Research 
Agenda, a joint report of the National 
Economic Development Authority 
and the United Nations Development 


IN LAURIE Kings "A Monstrous Regi 
ment of Women,” Mary Russell is kid- 
mapped and constantly injected with 
heroin until she craves for the drug. 
When she is rescued from captivity by 
Sherlock Holmes several days later, he is 
surprised how quickly she has become 
addicted to the drug. She explains that 
while in the hospital several years eal 
er, she was given heroin as a painkiller 
because her doctors believed that, unlike 
opium, the drug was nonaddictive. 

Heroin and morphine are addictive 
painkillers that men have been deriving 
from the poppy plant in the past rwo cen- 
turies, although opium was extracted 
from poppies much earlier. Today, pop- 
pies are legally grown only in ce 
parts of the world to meet the needs of 
pharmaceutical companies for these opi- 
ates, or painkillers. 

As Laurie King shows in her novel (and 
no, 1 won't give away the ending), long- 
term use of opiates alters the neurons in 
the brain so that addicts crave the plea- 
surable rush the drug brings and feel il if 
they don't get their regular dosage. 


Altering plant genes 
"To prevent furder misuse of opiates, 
researchers have long been working on 


Program, noted that VCO was “devel- 
oped using sound scientific research 
methods. 

“VCO is not only affordable and readi- 
iy available but also culturally accept- 
able,” the report said. 


‘Better late than never’ 

Dayrits obsession with coconut oil 
seems to be paying off. For one, he is get- 
ting alot of attention from the local med- 
ical community. 

"More doctors are acknowledging 
VCO's antiviral effects as well as its many 
other health benefits,” says Dayrit. 

“Better late than. never” he says, 
sounding really happy. 

Nowadays, he receives many invita- 
tions to speak in hospitals 

Dayrit did his first lecture on VCO in 
1983, 40 years after he started teaching 
pharmacology at the University of the 
Philippines College of Medicine. 


Wanted: funds 

Dayrit says the expanded study on 
the antiretroviral properties of VCO 
‘would cost several millions more com- 
pared to the initial one. And getting 
funding is the biggest obstacle they 
have to hurdle. 

Dayrit says that while his son, 
Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit, is 
“fully behind me and my cause, his 
hands are tied." 

He says the DOH, with its annual 
budget of P92.8 billion, has limited 
funds which have been earmarked for 
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prove that virgin coconut oil really does have 


beneficial effects on HIV-positive patients. 


various health programs, and not a 
single centavo of this was allocated 
for research. 

Neither could the Department of Sci- 
ence and Technology, with a budget of 
2.21 billion, bankroll his proposed pro- 
ject, Dayrit says. 

The DOST-attached National Acade- 
my of Science and Technology, which 
Dayrit headed for nine consecutive 
years, is not a funding agency. He says its 


Nonaddictive opiates 
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Massie Santos Ballon 


‘ways to make poppy plants nonaddictive. 
Five years ago, researchers at the Cen- 
wal Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic. 
Plants (Cimap) in India announced they 
had altered the genes of certain poppy 
seeds so the plants would retain their nu- 
tritional properties but not the narcotic 
effects ofthe drugs produced from them. 
"The work appeared in the October 1999 
issue of the journal Plant Breeding. 
Cimap also planned to alter another 
variety of poppies to produce plants that 
retain their medicinal properties but not 
their addictive effects. There is no word 
yet on the progress of their efforts 
One of the places where poppies are 
legally grown is Tasmania, which sup- 
plies nearly half of the world's needs. 
‘Tasmanian Alkaloids is an Australian 
company that works with poppy farmers. 
inthe area. Inthe late 1990s, researchers 
atthe company began testing a new vari- 
ety of poppy which did not make heroin, 


codeine or morphine. Instead, these pop- 
pies only produced the chemical precur- 
sors to those addictive drugs—the com- 
pounds thebaine and oripavine, which 
are what pharmaceutical companies use: 
todevelop painkillers. 


Norman 

In the Sept. 23 issue of the journal Na- 
ture, researchers led by Philip Larkin of 
the Commonwealth Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research Organization (CSIRO) de- 
scribe a new poppy variety they named 
topl, or "thebaine oripavine poppy 1.” 

Australian poppy farmers call it Nor- 
man, which is shorefor "no morphine.” 

The researchers said the topl poppy 
was nonaddictive, or as they wrote in 
their paper, “a crop that carried litle risk 
of diversion for illicit purposes.” 

By slightly altering the DNA of the 
poppy plant, the biochemical pathways 
that lead to the production of morphine 
and codeine (heroin is a derivative of 
codeine) are blocked after thebaine and 
oripavine are synthesized. 

‘As pharmaceutical companies have 
long had co convert the morphine back 
to thebaine for their purposes, it is 
clear why this poppy variety would 
benefit everyone. 


budget of P16 million a year is used 
mainly to cover honorariums of national 
scientists and academicians. 

A DOH official had suggested tapping 
the controversial coconut levy fund, esti- 
mated at P140 billion, 

Dayrit is thinking if cash cows like the 
Philippine Amusement and Gaming 
Corp. (Pagcor) and the Philippine Chari- 
ty Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) could pro- 
vide the funds. 


High yield 

in an interview with Reuters, Larkin 
said the new poppy variety could pro- 
duce thebaine and oripavine at a very 
high yield. These two alkaloids are pre- 
ferred starting points for the subse- 
quent manufacture of a new genera- 
tion of powerful analgesics. 

He said they were using this knowl- 
edge to produce other designer changes 
in poppies to serve human pharmaceu- 
tical needs beter” 

Larkin etal's long-term goal: to devel- 
op a poppy variety that produces solely 
thebaine. 

‘Larkin and his colleagues have not yet 
identified the genes associated with the 
topl mutation. During their studies, they 
noted that 10 genes were underex- 
pressed in the topl plants as opposed to 
The wild poppy variety 

The opium dens in London that Sher- 
lock Holmes knew are no longer there, 
but there are many cocaine and heroin 
addicts with us today, Will the next cen- 
tury find us in a world where addictions 
to these drugs are a thing of the pas? 

Holmes used to say that he couldn't 
formulate a theory without data; in 
short, time will tell. 

E-mail the author at massie@massie.com. 


Young Filipino mathematicians win in international contests 


LAST July, the first batch of Mathematics 
‘Trainers Guild (MTG) delegates went to 
Hong Kong for the 8th Po Leung Kok Prima- 
ry Math World Competition (PMWC), pit: 
ting their skills against 40 teams from all 
oyer the world, 

Tn the individual competition, Paul Julian. 
Hao (Chiang Kai Shek College) and John 
Bemard Ong (Grace Christian High School) 
took second honors, while Carlo Francisco Ada- 
jar (Southridge School) and Stephanie Anne 
Oliveros (De La Salle Zobel) took third honors. 

In the team competition, Team Luzon and 
‘Team Visayas received merit awards. Mem- 
bers of Team Luzon were Ezra Joy Tem- 
plonuevo (Jesus Is Lord Colleges Foundation 
in Bulacan), Angeline Baniqued (St. Paul's 
College in Pasig), Gilian Uy (Grace Christian 
High School) and Jillian Kristel Sy (St 
Stephen's High School). Team Visayas was 
„composed of John Bernard Ong, Jose Enrico 
Leceta, Tobit Narciso and Vance Uy (the last 
two from St. Jude Catholic School) 

Incidentally, Leceta took home a gold 
medallion from the Asia Pacific Primary Math 
Competition in Singapore last May, and Vance 
Uy did the same two years ago. 


Exceeding expectations 
Last month, second delegation came back 
from the 2nd Elementary Math Intercity 


A pi 


‘Competition (Emic) in Lucknow, India, with 
two golds, seven silvers and 13 bronzes in the 
individual competition, and four silvers and 
two bronzes in the team contest. 

According to Carlo Brian Nerecena, a for- 
mer participant and now coach, “their per- 
formance exceeded expectations, and was a 
dramatic improvement over what was al- 
ready considered a surprising performance 
last year in Thailand.” 

The competition had 36 teams and 144 par- 
ticipants from 10 countries: Bulgaria, Indone- 
sia, Iran, Taiwan, Thailand, Pakistan, South 
Africa, Vietnam, India and the Philippines. 

“The best news is that the 2005 Emic will be 
held here inthe Philippines, the second time we 
will play host to an international math fest. In 
22001, Tagaytay played host to the contest. 


Training young talents 

The MTG, founded by Simon Chua, is an 
organization of dedicated educators who 
train our talented youth for international 
competition. Since 1996 it has been send- 
ing delegations to elementary and high 
schoo! competitions abroad, mostly in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

in competitions such as the PMWC, 
around half of the competitors would be re- 
ceiving honors, with first, second, and thi 
honors divided into a ratio close to 1:2:: 


Eureka! 


Queena N. 
Lee-Chua 
Most of the 
time, the 
Philippine 
team 
manages to 
win 2nd 
and 3rd 
honors 


Most of the time, the Philippine team man- 
ages to come home with second and third 
honors. Only twice did a Filipino receive first 
honors: Nerecena (Ateneo Grade School, 
now in the Ateneo de Manila University) in 
1998 and Kristina Lim (then of St. Joseph's. 
Academy of lloilo) in 1999. 

So far, Kristina is the only Filipino to 
achieve a perfect score in the individual com- 
petition, and 1 am proud to say she is now 
studying at the Ateneo. 


What contest is like 

In the PMWC, 15 problems are given in the 
individual problem-solving contest. Awards 
are based on percentiles and on the difficulty 
of the questions. 

According to Nerecena, this years contest 
was pretty hard.” 

"A score as low as Bout of 15 already meri 
ed third honors, whereas last year the cutoff 
for third honors was 13. This year, 13 was 
enough for first honors and 11 for second." 

In the team competition, eight questions are. 
divided among four members, and they must 
solve the problem in 49 minutes, Two more 
‘questions are given to each group afterward. 

The teams are divided into divisions with 
scores compared among them. Awards go to 
the top three teams, and merit awards to the 
next rwo in each division 


After surveying our performance this 
year, Nerecena reflects that “other countries 
have developed similar nationwide training 
programs just like the MTG, and they are 
slowly gaining on us, if they have nor al 
ready overtaken us. This goes for countries 
like Indonesia and Thailand whom we were 
fond of beating some years back. All these 
make for a higher level of competition and 1 
just hope we can keep up." 

Next week we feature questions from the 
2004 PMWC and the 2003 Thailand Emic. 


ANSWERS to tast week's quiz: 1-b (or 1), 2-f 
(or b),3-e (or) 4-a, 5-h, 6-0, 74, 8-0, 9-8. 
(or) 


‘Winner: Erika Marie Isidro 


You can claim your prize at tne Marketing 
Dept. PDI Building, Chino Roces Ave. cor 
Yagua and Mascardo Sis., Makati City and 
look for Ms Chris Vida (Monday-Friday, 9 
am-4p.m). 
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Bird flu could trigger next pandemic 


By Rafael R, Castillo, MD 


THE BIRD fiu virus is back and it may have mu- 
tated into more vicious type of bug with a dif- 
Terent mode of transmission. Asian health au- 
thorities are on alert after a Thai mother and 
her 11-year-old daughter, as well as a 13 year- 
old boy from another family, all died of bird 
fi-like symptoms recently. The aunt who took 
care of the girl was also treated for 
severe atypical pneumonia, 

‘The virus has so far killed 30 peo- 
ple this year and more than 100 
million chickens and birds died or 
were culled, 

1f the lethal HSN1 strain of the bird flu 
virus mutates into a highly contagious form, 
World Health Organization officals fear this 
could trigger the next pandemic, A mutated 
bird flu outbreak was blamed for the deaths of 
40 million people worldwide in 1918. 


Human transmission 

‘What makes these recent reports alarming is 
the fact that the virus might have been transmit- 
ted between humans. The mother and the gis 
aunt might have contracted bird flu directly 
from the girl who might have gotten it from 
their infected chickens. 

Thai officials, however, sought to down- 
play the publics fears, saying that initial tests 
on the aunt showed no evidence of the bird 
flu virus. On Tuesday, they said evidence indi- 
cated that the lethal HSNI strain had not 
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changed and that human-to-human transmis- 
Sion, if at all, had been limited to one family 
and a single village in northern Thailand. 
Laboratory tests are currently being done 
on samples from the victims and these are ex- 
pected to be completed any time now. We 
ope That health officials would be transpar- 
ent about the findings so other countries 
‘ould take the necessary precautions. We hate 
to have a replay of the SARS epi 
demic which was allegedly kept un- 
der wraps by Chinese health offi- 
Gals until it exploded into an un- 
controllable epidemic. 


Mutating viruses 

‘What causes a virus to mutate? Viruses usu- 
ally contain protein blocks (amino acids) and 
any change in these can drastically change the 
virus" structure, which can make them resis- 
tant to conventional drugs and can alter their 
modes of transmission, 

"The inappropriate use of some medications can 
trigger adaptation processes in some viruses that 
can subsequently convert them into monster bugs. 

Since what we have is still predominantly 
a bird-to-man transmission, everyone 
should be advised on how to prevent its 
spread from its main source. Chicken or bird 
droppings are still the main culprit, so 
chicken growers and those with pet birds 
must make sure that these are properly dis- 
posed of. Using disinfectants in chicken or 
bird cages have also been suggested to help 


minimize the spread of the infection. 

There is still no vaccine or therapy for the 
bird flu. Human victims have to rely on their 
‘own immune system to fight off the infection 
until it subsides by itself. 

Zero infection 

Dr. Yeoh Eng-kiong, Hong Kong Secretary 
for Health, Welfare and Food, proposes two 
major strategic approaches to achieve and 
sustain “zero infection and transmission” by 
minimizing human contact with live poultry. 

Cold-chain approach. All live poultry is 
slaughtered and undergoes a chilling process 
ina slaughterhouse. Retail outlets would only 
be allowed to sell poultry chilled at a temper- 
ature between O and 4 degrees Celsius. 

Freshly slaughtered chicken approach. 
A live poultry i slaughtered and dressed at 
regional slaughtering hubs where consumers 
buy them immediately so they do not have to 
"undergo chilling process. 

‘Other preventive measures include: 

* Removing poultry farms from populated 
areas. 

“ Reducing the number of live chickens in 
each poultry stall in the market. 

* Redesigning the poultry stall layout to 
provide segregation customers and 
live poultry. 

* Increasing the number of market rest 
days for thorough cleaning and disinfection. 

* Enforcing strict precautions in the con- 
veyance of live poultry. 


Bird flu fast facts 


THEHSNI strain ofthe bird 
fiu virus has killed 20 Viet- 
namese and 10 Thais this year, 
while millions of birds have 
been culled. The virus has also. 
been found in pigs, fueling 
fears it could mix with human 
viruses and mutate, leading to 
a pandemic. 

Following are some facts 
from the World Health Organi- 
zation and the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion: 

* Avian influenza is an in- 
fectious disease of birds 
‘caused by type A strains of the 
influenza virus. It was first 
identified in Italy more than 
100years ago and now occurs 
worldwide. 

* Migratory waterfowl, par- 
ticularly wild ducks, are the 
natural reservoir of avian in- 
fiuenza viruses. These birds 
are also the most resistant to 
infection. Domestic poultry, in- 
cluding chickens and turkeys, 
are particularly susceptible to 
epidemics. 

* The virus does not typical- 
Jy infect humans. But in 1997 


an outbreak ofthe HSN1 strain 
among pouluy in Hong Kong 
caused severe respiratory ill- 
nessin 18 people, of whom six 
died. It was the first instance of 
direct bird-to-human transmis- 
sion ofbird flu. 

* Of the 15 bird flu sub- 
types, HSNI is of great con- 
cern because it mutates rapidly 
and has a propensity to acquire 
genes from viruses infecting 
other animal species. IF more. 
humans become infected with 
HSNI, and if more mixing oc- 
‘curs between human and 
avian flu viruses, then there 
would bea greater chance that 
a new subtype would emerge 
that could cause a pandemic. 

“Birds which survive infec- 
tion excrete the virus for at 
least 10 days, orally and in fe- 
ces, greatly increasing its 
spread in live poultry markets 
and by migratory birds. 

* For the highly infectious 
types, studies have shown that 
asingle gram of contaminated 
manure can contain enough 
virus to infect one million 
birds Reuters 


RP gains in Popdev, reproductive health 


New York on Oct. 14. In connection 


By A. Ma. Guerrero 


tal fertility rate has declined from 4.1 
Contributor. 


in 1993 to 3.5 in 2003. More impor- 
tant, maternal deaths have declined 
from 209 deaths per 1,000 live births 
in 1990 to 172 deaths per 1,000 live 
births in 1998. 

Women's health programs like 
“Women's Health and Safe Mother- 
hood” have been given priority. 

Infant death rates declined from 57 
per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 49 per 
1,000 live births in 1998. The death 
rates of children under $ declined 
from 80 per 1,000 live births in 1990 
1049 in 1998. 

And the life expectancy of both sex- 
es increased from 67.4 years in 1994 
1069.3 years in 2000. 


Gaps, challenges 

‘There are, however, many and 
challenges il contosting toe Roper 
and reproductive health program. 

"There is an urgent need, for exam- 
ple, ro improve access, especialy on 
: the parof the poor to improved qual- 
Gains achieved ity reproductive health and family 


with the anniversary, the Philippines 
will hold its "ICPD at 10" national con- 
ference at the Heritage Hotel, Pasay 
Ciy, on Oct. 46. 

"The ICPD stands at midpoint, itis 
now 10 years old, and looking forward 
to the next 10 years,” said Tomas Os- 
ias, executive director of the Commis- 
sion on Population (Popcom). 

He quipped, “You might call it an In- 
tensity 10 conference.” 

The ICPD-related conference is be- 
ing supported by the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA). Around 
400 participants from govemment 
agencies and NGOs are expected to 
attend, and the diplomatie communi- 
ty has been invited. 

Osias added, “The conference will 
focus onthe qiesion: 10 years afer 

ming a signatory to the ICPD, 
what has the country achieved along 
the conferences program of action? 
What challenges remain?” 


FOR THE PHILIPPINES, here are 
some scenarios devoutly to be wished 
by 2015: 

* Universal access to reproductive 
health services 

“ Reduction of illiteracy in women 
and girls 

+ An enrollment ratio of atleast 90 
percent for primary schoolchildren 
(Grades 1-4) 

* Seventy-five percent reduction in 
maternal deaths 

" Reduction of infant deaths by at 
least 40 percent of ali births assisted 
by skilled attendants 

And by next year, to have sixty per- 
cent of primary health care and fami- 
İy planning facilites offer a wide 
range of safe and effective family 
planning methods, essential obstetric 
“are, and reproductive tract infection 
(RT) prevention and management. 

These are just some of the goals of 
the groundbreaking International Con- 


ATOTAL of 183 surgeons nationwide participated in the first-ever virtual OR in the country. 


Surgeons go high-tech 


quire a surgi ference on Pop 


Text and photo by Charles E. Buban 


INSIDE a conference room at the Philippine 
General Hospital, close to two dozen doctors 
gather to watch a video of a surgical proce- 
dure performed by a colleague months be- 
fore. They comment on the operation and ask 
their colleague to explain his techniques. But 
what could have been an ordinary medical 
conference is made exceptional by the fact 
that the group is joined by other doctors from 
various parts of the country, live via Webcast 

‘Webcasting is the use of the World Wide 
Web to broadcast information, including au- 
dio and video feeds. 

Last Sept, 21, the fist virtual operating 
room was held at the PGH. A total of 183 sur- 
geons nationwide participated. The doctors 
discussed a parotidectomy performed last 
May by Dr. Arturo dela Peha, a consultant at 
the UPPGH Division of Surgical Oncolo- 
y/Head and Neck Surgery. 

(A parotidectomy is the surgical removal of 
the parotid gland, a salivary gland in front of 
and below the ear) 

Said Dela Peña: "Virtual OR opens up a lot 
of possibilities. One of them is that we can 
bring together leading surgeons from around 
the country to voice their views on exception- 
al surgical cases while at the same time allow- 
ing those stationed in remote locations to lis- 
tenand interact.” 


Much time, money 

Before the advent of Webcasting, Dela Peña 
said, doctors had to go to the actual operating 
room to watch a surgical procedure or to 
watch a video tape of that procedure or to ac- 


I atlas. That required a great 
deal of time and money. 

Virtual OR, on the other hand, provides au- 
dio-visual interactivity without much cost, 
the doctor said. 

During the country’s first virtual OR, the 
UPPGH was hooked up with the University of 
Santo Tomas University Hospital, Makati 
Medical Center, Philippine Heart Center, Uni- 
versity of the East Ramon R. Magsaysay Hos- 
pital, Batangas Medical Society, Vicente Sotto 
Memorial Medical Center (in Cebu) and 
Davao Doctors Hospital. 


Resource provider 

The pharmaceutical firm Merck Sharp and 
Dohme Philippines provided the resources for 
the virtual OR. It had previously set up re- 
Source centers within the hospitals, providing 
medical practitioners with a wide range of lit- 
erature, multimedia services and conference 
facilites. 

“Since we have Webcasting capability in 
these centers, we decided to take [things] to 
the next level [and] provided opportunities 
for doctors around the country to interact live 
online on interesting and provocative medical 
cases,” said MSD corporate affairs director 
Christine Liwanag, 

“The exceptional aspect of this [Webcast] is 
that it only requires minimal computer technol- 
ogy. The virtual OR was completed without any 
need for satelite down-linkage—the down- 
loading of software or hardware materials or 
any other high technology applications which 
was a must before,” said Liwanag. 

Virtual ORs will now form part of MSD re- 
source center's offerings. 


‘THERE was much excitement in the late 
1990s over a new class of arthritis drugs, 
known as the highly selective COX2 in- 
hibitors, The drugs were considered a su- 
perior option, promising to effectively re- 
lieve pain in conditions such as arthritis 
without the side effects caused by tradi- 
al medications. 

Both traditional and newer drugs work 
by suppressing some chemicals in the body 
(known as COX-2) that cause pain and in- 
flammarion. 

‘Traditional medications, however, pre- 
vent another group of chemicals (known as 
COX-1) from maintaining a healthy stom- 
ach. Thus, side effects such as uker and 
stomach bleeding become common com- 

in contrast, less of these side effects are 
experienced with the newer drugs as they 
selectively target COX-2, without affecting 
COX-1. But the fanfare over these drugs did 
not last long as concerns on their cardio- 
vascular safety mounted. 


Growing evidence 

Ina symposium held Jast June in Dubai, 
Dr. Daniel E Furst, the Carl M. Pearson pro- 
fessor of rheumatology at the University of 


Balancing efficacy, safety of arthritis drugs 


California (LA) in the United States, 
showed there was growing evidence of a 
relationship between increasing COX-2 se- 
lectivity and the risk of cardiovascular ad- 
verse effects or heart attacks. 

Furst cited a voluntary adverse eve: 
porting system ser up by the Canadian 
Health Authority which showed reports of 
increased risk of heart attack and cardio- 
vascular events with highly selective COX-2 
drugs. In contrast, meloxicam, a drug with 
just enough COX-2 and COX-1 inhibition to 
reduce pain in arthritis and at the same 
time produce less gastrointestinal side ef- 
fects, had no reports of increased heart at- 
tacks. 


Doubt on safety 

More recently, findings from a Food and 
Drag Administration (FDA) study present- 
ed during an epidemiological and drug 
Safety meeting in France linked a highly se- 
lective COX-2 inhibitor to an increased risk 
of heart attack and sudden cardiac death. 

With these revelations, Furst. recom- 
mended that when considering the most ap- 
propriate antiinflammatory medication for 
Patients, physicians should consider striking 
balance between efficacy and safety. 


jon and Develop- 


Population, family planning and 


planning services, through appropri- 


ment (ICPD), held in Cairo in Septem- 
ber1994,and since then commemorat- 
ed every five years. The Philippines isa 
signatory to the 20-year ICPD program 
of action, which promotes poverty alle- 
viation and human rights. The goals 
center around population and develop- 
‘ment and reproductive health. 

“This year is the ICPDS 10th anniver: 
sary and it will be observed during the 
United Nations General Assembly in 


reproductive health issues have been 
in the headlines once again, fueled by 
debates over the two-child policy ad- 
vvocated by Rep. Edcel Lagman. These 
arguments have tended to gloss over 
the gains, albeit modest, achieved in 
PopDev and reproductive rights dur- 
ing the last 10 years. 

For example, all legal and medical- 
iy safe family planning methods are 
Tow available in the country. The to- 


ate budget support. 

Contraceptives should be made 
available in the face of declining 
donor support. 

‘And among our adolescents and 
young adults, there is a significant 
minority who are sexually active. 
There is a need to warn them of the 
dangers of unbridled sexuality, and to 
provide them with appropriate infor- 
‘mation and health services. 


Obstructive Sleep Aprea (OSA)is a potently life-altering and life-threatening breathing disorder that occurs 


reg sleep. 


“The upper Airwoy repeatedly collapses, causing cessation of breathing (apnea) ar inadequate breathing (hypoprea) and 


Sleep fragmentation 


‘What causes the airway to colopse during sleep? 


‘Seve factors that can centibute to airway 

— 

-Extra tissue in the back of the throat, suchas 
krge tosis or umo 

-A decrease in the tone of the muscles holding 


- 4in 100 middle-oped men have OSA 

- Zin 100 middle-aged women have OSA 

- Most OSA sufferers remain undiognosed 
ord untreated 


Symptons. 

- There are some exsy-to-identify signs ond 
symptoms associated with OSA. 

-Doyousmre? 


-Do you choke ar grasp for breath wise you sleep? 


Has anyone told you that you stop breathing 
dring sleep? 

-Has your weight changed in the last 5 years? 

- Have you ever nodded off or falen asleep 
while ding a vehicle? 

-If you answered yes to two or more of these 
questions, you may suffer from OSA. 


prorcunced see-PAP. CPAP equpmert teats OSA 
by providing a gentle flow of positive-pressure air through 
nasal mask to keep he away open diring sleep. 


‘With PAP Therapy: 


- Breathing becomes regular and saving stops 

- Oxygen level in the blood becomes normal 

-Restful sleep is restores 

- Quilty of kife is improved 

Risk for high blood pressure, heart disease, 
heart attack, stroke and vehicular or work 


accidents is reduced. 


Sleep Diagnostic Test (Polysomnograph) is now available at LUNG CENTER OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
For further inquiry and scheduling call the Sleep Laboratory, Section of Respiratory Services 


at telephone no, 924-6101 loc. 363. 


LCP Sleep Laboratory is using the Respironics Alice 4 Sleep Diagnostic System which is 
Excessively Distributed by RESPICARE ENTERPRISES. For inquiries on Respirorics Alice 4 Sleep 
Diagnostic System, CPAP/BPAP Machines, call Respicare at telephone nos. 920-7646 / 920-7863, 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez pre-need giant College Assurance Plan 


Philippines Inc. to ell education plans. 
THE SECURITIES and Exchange Com- This despite CAP's submission to the. 
mission has not renewed the license of SEC of a memorandum of agreement 


with a local investor, which has com- 
mitted to invest in the embattled pre- 
need firm. 

‘SEC chair Fe Barin said the commis 


sion has not acted oğ CAPS pending ap- 
plication to extend the license as the 
company had yet to comply with other 
SEC requirements. 
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‘Question of the Week 

Are you in favor of giving amnesty 
to the Oakwood mutineers? 

Why or why not? 
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CAP still barred from selling education plans 


CAP's dealer license expired last Sept. 30. 


The SEC under former chair Lilia Bautista. 
required CAP to submit to the SEC proof of its 
subscription agreement with an investor. 

Green Circle and Greensquare Property 
Corp,, firms linked to businessman-banker 
Romeo Roxas, have come forward and com- 
mitted to invest in CAP by purchasing pre- 
ferred shares. 

Roxas is a close friend of the Sobrepefas, 
the family that owns a majority stake in CAP 

In exchange for these shares, these firms 
would transfer pieces of property to CAP. 

"The transfer of assets was expected to in- 
crease CAPS trust fund assets and address fu- 
ture liabilities of the pre-need firm. 

Sources said the property firms assets were 
valued at between P3 billion and P6 billion. 
The preferred shares were supposed to carry 
an option to be converted into common 
shares or voting shares after a certain period, 
based on the initial agreement between CAP 
and the investor. 

‘Company sources also said CAP had com- 
pleted an agreement with an investment 
house in Hong Kong with global operations 
that would allow CAP to borrow $127 million. 
Sources have declined to identify the in- 
vestor. 

Barin, however, assured the public that 
CAP has not closed down and would continue 
to service its obligations. 

SEC has not specified a deadline as to when 
CAP should complete the requirements for 
the renewal of is license 

Apart from extending its dealer's license, 
CCAP also asked the SEC to allow it to sell new 
education plans worth P1 billion. 

In the first half, CAP recorded a net loss of 
P1.68 billion, 398 percent more than the net 
loss of P330 million during the same period 
last year. 

CAP had recently paid penalties to the SEC 
for exceeding the P5-billion limit of securities 
it was earlier allowed to sell. 

"The company exceeded the limit by P64 
million in August. 


Cyber City 
invests P60M 
in Mindanao 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


AMERICAN firmi Cyber City Teleservices Led. 
is investing an additional P60 million to ex- 
pand the country's first call center in Min- 
danao. 

According to the Department of Trade and 
Industry, the project would add 400 seats to 
Cyber City’s operations. 

This would put the firm a step closer to 
meeting its objective of doubling its 2,500- 
strong corps of agents by the end of the year. 

Cyber City, based in New Jersey and Cali- 
fornia, has a contact center base at the Clark 
Special Economic Zone. 

“Contact center is an industry where the 
Philippines clearly as an edge,” Trade Secre- 
tary Cesar V Purisima said. 

“İt isa sector that continues to grow asa re- 
sult of concerted efforts of the government 
and the private sector to bring in investments 
and provide quality jobs," he added. 

He said that che industry has been growing 
ara fast clip over the past four years. 

Estimates showed that by the end of 2004, 
there would be 40,000 seats and over 60,000, 
employees. 

Revenues from local call centers were pro: 
jected to reach as high as $800 million this year. 

There are at least 60 companies engaged in 
contact centers and outsourcing services in 
the country: 

Most of these are affiliates or subsidiaries 
of US-based firms catering to top Fortune 500 
corporations. 

Cyber City offers services ranging from tra 
ditional inbound calls to Web-enabled plat 
forms including 24-hour help desk support, 
tech-support e-mail, live chat and browsing 
assistance. 

To maintain a steady supply of highly skilled 
workers, Cyber City has entered into partner- 
ships with various colleges and universities 
through its Cyber City International School Ed- 
ucatjonal Foundation Inc 

Under the arrangements, the schools will 
offer in their. curricula elective or short cours 
es that would equip students with the skill to 
makea career out of customer relation service 
and outsourcing 

Through this scheme, the company has in 
creased the acceptance rate of qualified job 
applicants from a low of 3-5 percent toa high 
of 20-50 percent. 
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Original artwork by Jason Moss 
Text by Gino de la Paz and Tals Diaz 


HERE is a fluorescent 
| ik elephant standing 
in the middle of a room, 
but no one is talking about 
Its mascara-painted, heavy- 
ded eyes dart about the carpet- 
ed space, dahlings, taking at- 
tendance of who's who, who's 
not, and what's left of Manila's 
top tier. 


‘At the far corner, there is a young 
politician engaged in harmless flination 
with a female scion of a shipping mag. 
nate in a southern island province. The 
young politician cannot read the 
thoughts behind her sugary smile, thus 
he is unaware that she thinks he looks 
really gay in his blinding white Hermes 
cravat, Milling abour the room is a thir- 
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tysomething mestizo who wears his apel- 
lido like a tacky corsage, proud of his her- 
itage as a distant relation of a friars 
cousin who was in the second to the last 
shipload of peninsulares that disem- 
barked on our WOW Islas Filipinas four 
centuries ago. An arresting pair of fe- 
males tagged as “it” by the omnipotent 
media—il three of them—have just ex- 
ited the powder room, ennui seribbled 
all over their exquisite faces, unaware 
that they haven't quite fully dusted the 
white powder from their surgically-en- 
hanced nostrils. A handsome chinito 
dares to pepper his conversations with 
French words as he rhapsodizes about 
his two-week wine tour in Bordeaux, 
glazing over the fact that he got inebriat- 
ed from actually swallowing the samples 
ofred. Le oops! 

The pink, Pucci-clad elephant stands 
alone, a fiction among fictions. 


Social satire 
Like crop circles, Pauly Shore movies 
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and hermaphroditism, Manila high so- 
ciety is an intriguing concept. It exists 
asa creation of the minds of a few, sus- 
tained by those who believe it to be ex- 
ceptional. The question is, should it be 
taken seriously? Or is it really just a 
satire, a long-standing caricature of 
imagined gentility? 

The hard facts are no-brainess. 
Manila is by no means the center of the 
world, being a small city within an im- 
poverished country that continues to 
struggle with its identity and its role in 
the world. It is like a small town kid try- 
ing to make the exclusive guestlist ina 
sophisticated global city. Taken from 
this less myopic perspective, is there 
any significance at all in being tagged 
as "elite" in an insignificant bubble? 
Surely there must be, for there are cer- 
tain people in the social scene that 
think Manila is the center of the uni- 
verse, the land of champagne wishes 
and caviar dreams. Reality alert! They 
are really dealing with flat supermar- 
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ket wine and bagoong from Batangas. 


Players and paparazzi 

Many of the players are anything 
but powerful, relying more on just 
add-water kind of fame instead of gen- 
"line accomplishment. On one hand, 
there are climbers who are trudging 
onto scale the anthll, one photo in the 
Paparazzi page ata time. On the other, 
‘one can find self-proclaimed Manila 
royalty creating traffic with their 
smuggled Ford Expeditions and ex- 
Marine bodyguards 

“Then there are the envious who con- 
stantly piss into this small pond of big 
fish, because they do not know how to 
swim in it or go against the current 
There are also overstyled glossies, rea- 
sonably all 100 of them in circulation, 
that come out with “le” lits and "A: 
lists" and lists within those lists featur- 
ing the same familiar names. But for 
whose gratification? 

Ah... but to criticize high society 
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means that one is not a part of it, to 
paraphrase Oscar Wilde (who has, by 
the way, been quoted one too many 
times by the chroniclers of high soci- 
ety living). Nonetheless, we need the 
elite to exist as society's models, as 
people to emulate. Yet what we be- 
lieve is sorely needed is more of a 
meritocracy over a moneytalkracy. To 
place an emphasis on substance over 
form, and put the “class” back into the 
upper class 

Now that would be something worth 
writing about, n'est-ce pas? 


From the artist Jason Moss: 

‘Twisted logic? My statement “if you 
want a war, make your own clothes” sym- 
bolcally is something you have, whether 
it be the expensive clothes on you, or 
Something you have received, Kept and 
paraded. Clothes do not make you a soci- 
Ery figure or less of who you truly are to 
yourself 
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every P300 purchase you get 10 raffle coupons. So hurry 
and get a chance to win an extra Swatch Bunnysutra 
Watch... perfect for an early Christmas gift. Shop weekly. 
and get a chance to win other fabulous prizes every week 
only at Gift Gate. 
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“about riches 


By Tim Yap. the Mega group, with Sari Yap as 
editor in chief (her predecessor, 
TE BATTLE for air Liza larde, is now the EIC of 
kiss superiority and Mega) 
‘And now, another challenger, 
boldfaced name- metro Society ison its way to give 
dropping authority began the two rags about people's riches 
long ago. arun for their publishing money. 
Manila society—all 500 or The team is composed of Lia 
50,000 (depends on who's quot. Bernardo with Philip Cu-Unjieng 
ing whom) are all into looking at and if we're not mistaken, Raul 
themselves in the glamorized Manzano. 
photo albums also known as “so- On this page, note the similari- 
ciety magazines." ty between The Philippine Tatler 
Philippine Tatler has led the and Lifestyle Asia covers. (Metro 
‘way when nobody dared venture Society is coming out with its 
into “high-so” life, Editor in chief maiden issue next month.) The 
Anton San Diego is proud of the Power Issue—both of them bold- 


The Sth, Level 5 
fact that their le ploneered the ly declare on their pages. Sh mari- 
genre. Who's really more powerful? 


But wait, Lifestyle Asia, its Who's the original and who's the BANANA 
closest competitor, states that it copycat? Who will win the battle Same level as 
has been around longer. The pub- for society supremacy? ne 
Heaton just went on hiatus andor now the three-way war REPUBLIC MRT & Parking Bldg. Entrance 
‘was recently re-launched under Wageson. 


SHOP ALL THE WAY AT 
THE PODIUM'S 
3-DAY PRE-HOLIDAY SALE! 


3 Have you ever been at a loss during the holidays 
thinking who to give what? 


Avoid the Christmas rush! Shop now and enjoy 
up to 70% off on your favorite brands at the 
Podium's Pre-Holiday Sale on October 1, 2 and 3 
from 10am to 11pm. Drool over the great array of 
fashion apparel, accessories, beauty and health 
care products, baby thingies, home furniture and 
fabulous merchandise - all you want for the 
holidays! 


Splurge, indulge and win! Much awaitall 
shoppers including the opportunity to pick a 
prize" for every 3,000 pesos worth of single or 
accumulated purchase from any participating 
store within the day. Play your chances to bag 
premium items, gift certificates, free overnight 
stay at Discovery Suites and complimentary 
passes to The Podium Cinema. 


And we're not just talking about mall perks and 
great buys... 
|| "see posterordetaiS Per DTHNGR Permit No, A884 Seis of 2004 


"up to 70% off, 


HEAR YE, THE SAN MIGUEL 
MUSIC FESTIVAL AT THE PODIUM! 
Let the symphony of Filipino sound and artistry 


awaken your senses like never before in the 2nd 
San Miguel Music Festival only at The Podium. 


You're definitely in for a weekend of splendid 
music as The San Miguel Master Chorale 
performs the repertoire of all time with conductor 
Eudenice Palaruan at 8pm on October 1 and 2. 
The San Miguel Philharmonic Orchestra takes 
turn to serenade you with classic melodies from 
the heart at 4pm on October 3 with the special 
participation of multi-awarded seasoned 
composer, Ryan Cayabyab. 


Come and get mesmerized at The Podium! 


‘Ithink she's 
competing 
with 
Dominique 
for Tony's 
attention. 
And it's sad 
because 
she can 
keep on 
trying-but 
she's not 
cute. My 
daughter 
is.” 


SUNG MICHAEL sets 


ByTim Yap 


Gretchen Barretto, who has 
been mum all these years when 

the topic starts to veer towards so- 

ciety matriarch Meldy Cojuangco. 

The Meldy vs Gretchen saga has been 
brewing for more than a decade now. In be- 
tween these two ladies are people they both 
love. Tonyboy, who is the partner of Gretchen 
and the son of Meldy; and Dominique, Tony- 
boy and Gretchen's daughter. 

So much has been written about this family 
feud. The latest „installation that irked 
Gretchen and forced her to finally speak up 
was this tidbit which came out in the August 
issue of Metro Magazine. It reads: 

"How many grandchildren does Imelda Co- 
juangco have? “should say 15?” she whispers 
‘wth a self conscious giggle, in reference to son 
"lonyboys little girl with actress Gretchen Bar- 
reto, "Fourteen, the art patroness and high so- 
ciety doyenne eventually decides 

Here in this Super! explosive exclusive, 
Gretchen, like a lioness defending her cub, 
uncorks years of pent-up pain and emotion 
for the first time in defense of Dominique. 


I didn’t want to fight," says 


Why have you kept quiet all these years? 
‘The grandchildren issue has been around 
for quite some time already, why react 
now? 

"Because its not the first time she's done it. 
She has done it even before Dominique was 
born. When 1 was pregnant, she would al- 
ready tell everyone that she will not accept 
the baby—and that was Dominique. 

“When Dominique was barely one year old, 
she came out again in the Inouinex. That was 
Mothers Day, and she did it deliberately They 
would ask, How many grandchildren do you 
have?' Shell name each one of them. And when 
ik comes to Tony, shell say, With Tony, my 
grandchild is Patricia. It was only one name. 

"So, of course, she was insinuating that she 
did not and will not accept Dominique—and 
with that statement, she insinuated other 
things as well. 

"At that time, 1 was only 25. 1 just took it 
Even if didn't want to take it. isi did. But she 


wasn't content because the year after she came 
out with the same thing again. She did it think 
three times. And when Dominique tumed 
four—thac was a Fathers Day issue—she came 
Out in the Inguiez again. That was on the front 
page, with two full pages inside, you can look at 
Your libra She said a mouthful 

gain I did not react. Simply 
ukure, you don't bite anyone 
And that has become my 
rule—never to fight anyone who's in their 
menopause stage, or older than that, or 
their dying age—asa sign of respect. 

1 think what was most difficult was that she 
came up with a lot of issues. Every first quarter 
of the year since 1 was with Tony—and we are 
pushing eleven years this coming Febru- 
ary—she would pay writers to come out with 
rumors like Lom going out with a younger, cute 
gay and that Tony is going out with a younger, 
very pretty acwess. Thats always at the san 
timo, every year And | always did not comment. 
Because if di, alt of things would come out 
of my mouth, alot of things tha 1 will regret. 

"So ust told myself, well since I grew up in 
show business, Fm really used to intrigues, 1M 
survive this. Kaya kona to. Kakayanin ko to 

"And then when Dominique was four, that 
thing happened. She said all those nasty things. 
T kept quiet. The only comfort I had during that 
time wasifshe does anything nasty towards any 
of us—Tony, Dominique and me— promised 
myself that Twill come out. Iam nor going to al- 
low her to malign my daughter, Tony or me. 

“And it was quie for awhile. Although in the 
midst of all these, a lot of things have been said. 
Like four years ago, Lizette Banzon-Cojuangco, 
the sister-in-law of Tony, started spreading 
mors and k reached me through (the late) Rico 
Yan. Shesaid that when Dominique was playing 
in Meldys house, they got a doctor to draw 
blood from her and when they examined it, it 
didnt match Tonys. 

“Kahit sa pagka-fighter ko, | kept it. 1 
and cried and cried. 1 cried because my nor- 
mal reaction would not be like that. iyak ako 
pero lalaban ako. Tao lang ako eh, Tm gonna 
fight. But had to stop myself. Kasi, ayoko na 
ito lumaki, hindi ko sila kayang labanan. 

“So I told myself, the next time Meldy 
comes out, Tm gonna speak. And guess what? 
She did. She came out again in Metro Maga- 
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zine. I don't want to fight with her. But then 1 
felt also, for somebody who goes to church ev- 

ingle day, no miss, how can she be so 
heartless, hitting on somebody, hitting on a 
child! Dominique was unborn and now she is 
only 9. She doesn't know how to fight. She 
doesn't know what's going o 

"Medy has hit meal these 
it. fshe continues: 
quiet. But she's hit y 
Sa akin lang, 1 think it's about time that she 
Stopped obsessing over Dominique and me- 
Because I think to obsess over 10 years, 11 
years, over a person, is far too l 

Why do you think she's doing it? 

“1 think she's competing with Dominique 
for Tonys atten sad because she 
can keep on trying—but she's not cute. My 
daughter is. 

“| find it amazing how she continues to 
chant 1 don't accept Gretchen, 1 don't accept 
Dominique!" Madali naman akong kausap eh. 1 
have accepted that a long time ago. And 1 
wish she could stop!” 


|, sent Do: 
for her (Meldys) bir! 
never said 


of cake, flowers—nothing! 
"1 know how to try, | know how to tn 
know when to stop. I kn 
know when things dor 


ly decided afe 
in Iscuizs, well its time. 
time that move on with my life, its time that 
Taccept that cept Dominique 
ivinş our life away 
nd 1 think 
n oand what 
1 don't have. I enjoy what 1 have. My happi- 
ness is not built around whether she accepts 
meor not, Or accepts my daughter or not. 

“1 barely ly know 
Meldy She never gave me the chance but that's 
fine, I respect her if thats what she wants. But 

fis fieeting—a lot of peo 
left and right, people we know. And Ive also de- 
cided that choose to live my life, to savor every 
moment | have. 1 dont wanna obsess over 
Meldy. [m coming out to let all her sosyal 
friends know that ar 
malign Dominique or my being 

zever | have, Ive worked hard for 
Whatever 1 have more than what Ive worked 
or were all gifts tome from Tony. Nobody can 
come up to me or nobody can talk bei 
back and say that 1 have in my poss 


‘Allthese 
years, she 
has been 
saying she 
doesn't 
accept 
Dominique. 
Has she 
ever 
stopped, 
thought, for 
one minute, 
or asked 
herself 
whether 
Tony and! 
accept her 
as the 


grandmother 
of my 


daughter? 
Because! 
don't : 
accept her 
asthe 
grandmother 
of my 
daughter.’ 


something that was ill-gotten. Now, I'm ask- 
ing Meldy—ean she say the same thing about 
herself? 

"nd talking about her saying that she 
doesn't accept Dominique... All these years 
she has been saying she doesn't accept Do- 
minique. Has she ever stopped, thought, for 
one minute, or asked herself whether Tony 
and I accept her as the grandmother of my 
daughter? Because 1 don't accept her as the 
grandmother of my daughter. 

tof all, she's not the best example that 
the world can offer. Really, you know? She's 
got legal cases to attend to—must 1 mention 
the legal cases? 1f my daughter finds out 
when she's old enough, I can just almost hear: 
what she's gonna say. What a disgrace!” 

“She tries to act like a queen, dressed in 
white, jeweled up, dolled up, when we all 
know that she was nothing but the alalay of 
Imelda Marcos. I just want to remind her that 
she doesn't impress me at all.” 

Have you guys ever talked face to face? 

“Many times. Christmas dinners at [Tony's 
brother} Choys or whoevers house and it 
“would just be the most depressing day of my 
life. ve spent three Christmases with them 
and after that, 1 told Tony that 1 don't want to 
put myself in that situation again, it's just too 
depressing. And it was obvious they never ac- 
cepted me. Fine, fine!” 

Allofthem? 

"Well, they all follow Meldy. They're all 
puppets of Meldy They're all puppets, and she 
hates me because I don't follow her. 1 wasn't 
bom to be her slave, Iwasn't born to be a pup- 
pet of Meldy. 

learned to work at an early age. put food 
on the table, 1 paid rent, 1 did many things in 
life. 1 have many ambitions but it's not one of 
my ambitions to bea puppet of hers.” 

But was there ever a time that you felt 
she reached out to you? 

“Never” 

she completely closed her doors? 

“From the start. From the very beginning.” 

What do you call her, Mama Meldy, tita? 

‘Nothing. I don't call her anything." 

How about when you see each other, do 
you guys even nod, or say, “Hi, Mrs, Co- 
juangco?" 

“Nothing. Td kiss her and it would be like 
she never saw anything or anyone. She'd look 
upin theair Para siyang Bella Flores.” 

So you guys never talked like, “Hey, I 
want to be close to you, please give me the 
chance,” from your side? 

"No. How could | when, from the very start, 
1 heard a lot of things already? 1f1 went to the. 
Christmas dinners it was not to see her but to 
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be with Tony and Dominique.” 

So every time you attend the Christmas 
dinners you'd feel the animosity from ev- 
eryone? 

“The only one that was really nice to me 
was Choy. The only one who'd stay around 
was Choy. He was the only one decent 
enough.” 

How about Dominique, does she ever 
ask about her lola? 

"Well she would go there before, during 
their Saturday lunches, and Tony told me that 
‘when Dominique saw Meldy, she was hysteri- 
cal. Maybe because of the makeup. Di ba 
when you'rea kid and you see somebody with 
thick make up—seriousiy! You know, my 
daughter is afraid of characters kasi, up to 
now. She really freaked out. 

"T remember the only conversation we had 
was on one Christmas, when she said Walang 
modo yung anak mo, hindi ako hinahalikan.” 
Syempre gusto ko siyang sagutin, but 1 just 
smiled.” 

So are you still mad at her? 

“Pm more mad at how heartless she could 
be. IFtwo adults fight, we can throw words at 
each other and that's fine. But to fight with 


D 


someone whois nine? 

"And umm, à few months after that Ingumen 
article, she... (Pauses, takes a deep breath, then 
continues) This, not a lot of people know. 
Maybe two months after, Meldy... Pauses 
again) This is the reason why Tm talking now, 
because 1 fes 1 really have to unload all the 
hurt. Two months after the artide, 1 haven't 
even gotten over the things she has said, my ex 
calls me up on my cell phone, and he was look- 
ing for Tony. And he said it was urgent. I felt it 
"Was so urgent that | started screaming and 1 
said, Why, what's happening, tell me? And he 
said, Well, Meldy Cojuangco came to me and 
she asked me to, um, to tell everybody, to ac- 
cept, angkinin mo nasi Dominique kasi anak mo 
naman siya? Can you imagine what Ive been 
takingall these years?" 

‘And you didn’t say anything? 

"The reason that 1 didn't speak up is be- 
cause of my love and respect for Tony. I want- 
ed to keep the peace. But Tm gonna go insane 
if I don’t speak up. She tries to project she's a 
holy person, but.. 

‘What do you think they want you to do, 
leave Tony, is thatit? 

“Well, fm sorry to break it to her—T sor- 
1y to break it to you, Meldy—but Tin here to 
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stay. Tim here to stay. Whether or not she 
tums blue from anger, whether or not she 
drops dead in jealousy or whatever itis she's 
feeling, (stresses) Fra here to stay. Its not her 
who's gonna destroy us. Fm not gonna allow 
anyone to destroy us. 

“Tm gonna take this relationship to my 
grave, whether she likes it or not.” 

"Hour about Tony, how does he feel about 
this situation with his mom? 

"Hes embarrassed. He's disappointed. T 
can't really talk to Tony about Meldy because 
he all of a sudden turns into the Incredible 
Hulk when you mention her name. 

“When Dominique was all of eight months, 
Tony was having a massage. All of a sudden, 
he screamed ‘Ouch!’ And then Dom went 
crawling fast to the yaya. She didn't even 
have teeth yet, she bit the maid and started 
hitting the maid to protect her dad! She was 
so ready to protecther dad." 

There's been so much pain and so much 
that has happened between all of you. But 
is itin any way mendable? 

iy not. We've known that all these 
years. That's why we just kept away. Were 
Just living our own life.” 

You think Dominique knows about the 
situation? 

“She knows, she knows! My daughter is 
smart. And 1 tell her, your lola doesnt... (and 
then she corrects herself) the mom of your dad 
doesn't accept you. And I tell her because | 
know she's gonna hear it somewhere. fd rather 
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Have your baby's photo taken at 
the 3rd National Baby Congress, 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall, EDSA corner 
Shaw Blvd., Mandaluyong City and 
get a chance to have your baby 

‘on the cover of Baby Magazine! 


— REWARDS 


The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyito! 


METROBANK 


Peers 
HINGE 
The world’s 
ilocal bank Look for the specially-marked Guyito coupon in the pages of Inquirer. 
Cut out, put your name, address and signature. Drop at designated drop 
boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Gingersnaps 


Ə PHILIPS 
Goldilocks, : 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos 
no less than balanced news and fearless views. 


Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 2004! 


See posters and print ads for more details. 
Per DTI Permit No, 2147, Sees of 200: 
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Visas 


The Widest, Plushest Seats 


Sit as you please, with room to spare. 
So you can really, really velox when you watch the movie. 


Shangri-La Plaza 
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Gretch marks her spot 


From page cé 


itcomes from me. We tell her everything.” 

She's never cried about it to you? 

"She prayed. Can you imagine, she prayed 
forher? 

"Why cant fight back? That's what Lasked 
‘Tony. Maybe she keeps on fighting with me 
because | haven't been fighting back. Ive 
been taking it. Tm not gonna take it anymore. 

29 she says anything against my daughter, 
Tin gonna throw the bomb. 


What do you want to achieve by saying f 


these things? 

"By making it known to everybody that hey, 
Tam nor the old Gretchen who will lock her- 
self up in the room and cry all day, all night, 
because of what she said." 


But people don't know that you lock | 


yourself in a room and cry. They think that 


youre putting up a brave front. Nobody | 


knows that you cry alone. 

"Well, Fm human. 1 cry. When you hit my 
daughter, 1 will cry. When you hit me, T will 
still cry. But I'm not afraid anymore. fin not 
afraid of the consequences.” 

How do you think it will affect Do- 
minique? 

<I don't know. What 1 know is that all these 
tings that she's been doing and saying, they're 
already affecting Dominique. I'm just here to 
defend her. Thats why Tim coming out. Be- 
cause I want to show Dominique that we are 
here to protect her just like the way she pro- 
tected her dad when she was eight months old 
TEsan instinct that people have when they love: 
each other: 

How about you, do you think that Do- 
minique is strong enough? 

“1 hope so. I'm trying to raise her to be 
Strong. After all, to belong to the Cojuangeo 
family you have to be strong, otherwise you'll 
be dead. IF I didn't grow upin show business, I 
would have died a long time ago with all the 
things she has thrown at me. 

“The funny part is, 1 haven't been doing 
movies for 11 years now. I have no TV show 
and yet rumors about me are so present, as if 
have a movie coming out! Where is it all com- 
ing from? When I was doing ASAP two years 
ago, Meldy started saying, hiwalay na sila, be- 
tause Tony cut her allowance. Wala na raw 
pera si Gretchen! She has to work! (Laughs)" 

So now, you think your family is stronger 
because of all these trials? 

“Oh, definitely. We have only each other 
Yes nor easy: Really, not easy! It’s not normal." 
Z^ So what's your final message to her? 

“Sorry to break it to Meldy, but Dominique 
has Tony's brains, You know when she's old 
enough, just give her a few years. Tm giving 
Meldy a few years. Dominique will be strong 
enough and smart eribugh to answer Meld. 
But now that she is only nine, it will be me 
that she will have to deal with. 


A grandmother, a mother and a daughter 
‘Among these three, who bears the heaviest 
‘weight? 

1 guess Gretchen put it best when she told 
this writer about one of their most intimate 
family moments. “When we would pray at 
night, we would take turns, so Dominique 
was the last one. She said, ‘Dear God, plea 
bless the mom of my dad even if she does 
like me. Keep her in the palm of Your hand. 

And Tonyboy and Gretchen burst into 
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"Nobody can come up to me or 
nobody can talk behind my back and 
say that | have in my possession 
something that was ill-gotten. Now, 
I'm asking Meldy-can she say the 
same thing about herself?" 
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CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE UNDER CINEMAS: 


Discover THOUSANDS OF FINES. MAGOLE ror 
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BOURNE SUPREMACY 


THE TERMINAL 


EXORCIST 


FENG SHUI 


HEAVEN'S POND 


THE NOTEBOOK 


13 GOING 30 


‘Developed and managed by Ayala Land, Inc. Another real innovation 
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“HOME SALE RAFFLE 5 | 


” Geta chance to win an overnight stay for 4 at Parque Esparia 4 
with a minimum purchase of P5,000 from any participating 
home store from Sept 15 — Oct 3, 2004. 


FREE HOME WORKSHOPS 
FOR THE DO-IT-ALL WOMAN 


at the 3rd level, Chefs Avenue 
HOME CRAFTING DEMO , 
by Heavenly Stitchin’ Moments / 
Puzzle Dazzle 
Sept 18 (Sat) & Oct 2 (Sat) 2PM 3. 
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i 4 WORKSHOP 23 
|. by Flowers by Sylvia 
‘0213 (Sun). 4PM 
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Skin Success 


Does Not 


Dark circles around the 
40% in just 7 da 
Erase pimples overnight... 


Dear Man About Twn, ua 
My problem is really embarrass- |, o 

ing. think sur rom fene T | is zs 
haven't consulted with a doctor yet, 
but Tm prety sure my condition is 
not what you'd consider normal. T 
know everybody passes gas once in 
awhile, but how often is “normal”? 
in my case, it happens at least a not to notice, but 1 know that they do. 
dozen times a day T is totally unexpect- Save met 


Chuck Dy 


ed and uncontrollable. Talk about awk- 


ner with my girlfriend's parentsinanex- technology and social etiquette all 


pensive restaurant and | farted during a. science to exploit its power and persis- foreseeable future (this would lend a 

break in the conversation. Another sime, tence, we might yet tum the fartintofu- disturbing dimension to that whole pasa 

Twas in the middle ofa business presen- el. Imagine a world delivered from load campaign, anyhow). For now, it re- 
wo 


tation at work! People usually pretend poverty, famine, disease, and war bya 


stench would be a small price to pay 
for world peace. 

Unfortunately it may take consider- 
TO THINK natural gas is supposedly able time before digestive gases could 
İİ Ward: two weeks ago I was having din- a nonrenewable energy source! IF only be hamessed to, say charge a cellular 

owed phone battery—no Smart Fart ads inthe 


Happen Overnight 


But it 


can happen... 


Erase facial scars by 10% in ust 14 days... 
Natural skin blush in just 14 days. 

Erase freckles by 20% in 14 days, 80% in 30 days, 
Skin pigmentation reduced by 10% in 14 days, 

60% in 60 days. 

Minimize pores by 40% in 14days... 

Wrinkles reduced by 20% in 14 days. 

Introducing your new business card... YOUR SKIN! 


No Promises... Just Results! 


in 14 Days! 
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Nora’s Hotline 532-2115 
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Experience an amazing escapade vvith SMART Gold. 


New SMART Gold subscribers can get a chance to fly to amazing destinations. 


i Subscription Swing 


Ger” a SMART Gold subscription between September to December and earn 
a chance to win a trip for two to the following cities via Philippine Airlines: 


* Bangkok 
* Singapore You can also WIN 
* Las Vegas 193 Nokia 7610 


cefones monthly 


* Los Angeles 
Includes $500 pocket money. 


Download & Travel 


Subscribe or download to receive travel-inspired tones 
and images to earn points. The more points you earn, 
the greater your chances to win: 
* A trip for two to Singapore with 
accommodations for three days 
and two nights. 


PHONE THEMES 


Only for current SMART Gold 
subscribers: Keep your subscriptions 
active for a chance to win a trip to 
Boracay, Davao, Cebu, or Bohol. 


Includes P5,000 pocket money. 


BANGKOK 
Tex THEME “keyword 10 291 


Tex MMS <heyword> to 291 


Gangnam fr sabseripuons ppl 


PROMO PERIOD: SEPTEMBER 11 to DECEMBER 31, 2004. 
See fier for decals Per DTENCR Permit No. 1953, Series of 2004 


Receive up-to-the-minute flight 


Introducing schedules on your SMART celfone. 
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4 Philippine Airines 


‘Dee about experience 


(Text FLY to 291 | MAMAYANG 


( Enjoy vivid multimedia features on your celfone. Set up SMART GPRS and MMS. 


To set GPRS Serings on your phone tax SET GPRS 
gone mode i6 211. Ex SET GPRS <N6600> 
“To xax GPRS on your phone, text GPRS ON to 333. 
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DERMATOLOGY 
2004 IST ANNUAL CONVENTION 


WESTIN PHILIPPINE PLAZA HOTEL 
OCTOBER 1-3, 2004 


Malacarian Palace, Manila 


My cordial greetings to all the officers and members of 
the Philippine Academy of Clinical and Cosmetic Dermatology 
(PACD) as you hold your 1st Annual Convention dubbed as 
"Global Dermatology 2004". 

1 laud your serious efforts in upholding the interests of 
clinical and cosmetic dermatology in the Phiippines. As a 
young corporation of the best and the Brightest professional 
‘dermatologists in the country, your providing our people with 
the means to reinvigorate and enhance their physical wellbeing 
through the use of the latest breakthroughs and innovations in 
the field of dermatology inspires them to lead fuller and more 
productive lives. Indeed, your organization in string to elevate 
the profession to global standards is doing our country a great 
service. 

This convention will help ay the foundations for more worthy 
undertakings intended to benefit the common good. | urge you to 
remain steadfast in pursuing your objectives while contributing to 
our economic and social transformation. Together, let us stand 
united in working for a better quality of ife for all Filipinos. 

| wish you ali successful convention. MABUHAY! 


1 convey my warm greetings to the officers and members 
of the Philippine Academy of Clinical and Cosmetic Dermatology 
‘on the holding of their İst Annual Convention entitled “Global 
Dermatology 2004". 

‘The Department of Health is privileged to have you as one 
ol its partners in the sustained development of the country's 
health care system. May this event be a venue to strengthen 
your unity and empower your members to achieve global 
competitiveness. 

May you continue to provide essential opportunities and 
benefits to your members and further improve your services 
to respond to the challenges of the times. 

| wish you a successful convention. Congratulations and 
‘mabuhay kayong lahat! 


Secretary of Health 


The PMA Board of Governors joins me in expressing best 
wishes to you the officers and members of the Philippine 
Academy of Clinical and Cosmetic Dermatology as you celebrate 
its first anniversary and mark its 1st Annual Convention on the 
theme, “Global Dermatology 2004" 

We feel truy fortunate and gratified to join you in welcoming 
participants and delegates to this double header of an event. 
A maiden anniversary always calls for a celebration. To turn it 
into a milestone, make it an occasion for the total reaffirmation 
of your commitment to bring the aspirations and goals of the 
PACCD to gittering success. We look forward to a most fruitful 
convention. 

Congratulations! Mabuhay ang Philippine Academy of Cinical 
and Cosmetic Dermatology. 


BU C. CASTRO, M.D., LLB, FPSP 
“President, Philippine Medical Association 


The Academy is known to undertake continuous medical 
‘education and training covering the scope of what is new in 
dermatology. " 

Global Dermatology 2004 is the vision of the Academy where 
increasing body of knowledge in mecical science has increased 
ten fold in the past decade. We encourage attendance to 
international and local scientific meet and symposiums sharing 
knowledge with each other. 

‘want to ensure also, hat he PACCD legislative and regulatory 
activities are appropriate, aggressive and forward drected, 
protecting the rights of all dermatologists and physicians in the 
country. 

We convey our health care message to the publi 


WRI 


President, PACCD 


COSMETIC 
DERMATOLOGY 


OFFICIAL MEMBERSHIP LIST 
OF DERMATOLOGISTS, 2004 


THE PHILIPPINE ACADEMY 
OF CLINICAL & 


All are active official members of the Philippine Medical Association. The Accreditation & the Board of Specialty of 
PACCD endorses the names of Specialist Dermatologists, Diplomates, Fellows, Regular & Associate Members. 


Pilars of: Love, truth, honesty, integrity, humility, unity & good relationship. 


Abeleda, Maria Rochelle A. De Guzman 
Abella, Aurea Reyes 

Abela, Viola Leah D. Gonzales 
Abelon, Amarylis M. Saguiguit 
Abutin, Benicio S. 

Acop, Reena Claudine M. 
Acosta, Restituto C. 

‘Aguado, Emma M. Mercado 
Aguiar, Marjorie R. Ancheta 
Aba, Cesar Jose T. 

Albano, Lucita Cleotilde G. San Juan 
Alcontin, Cleofe C. Cuerpo 
Ali, Alma S. 

Amazan, Eva S. 

Alumno, Norene S. Laureano 
Anastacio, Anie D.Cabello 
Andaya, Olvia E. Mariano 
Antonio, Eileen E. Espiritu 
Aquende, Angelina T. Pagsibigan 
‘Aquino, Ma. Nina C. 

Aranilə, Cynthia V. Manzano 
Autea, Ma. Griselda B. Arceo 


Banzon, Ma. Eidlen C. Azarraga 
Baraquel, Rosalie F. 

Basiio, Divina Vera Cruz 

Bautista, Ma. Carina Araceli J. Azarcon 
Baylon, Clarissa S Reyes 

Bernad, Cecilia Milagros R. 
Biscocho, Ma. Liza S. Basilonia 
Boongaling, Ma. Carmela De Leon 
Briones, Ramon R. 

Buencamino, Maria Gloria Sunga 
Buhain, Mary Stepharie Delos Reyes 
Bumanlag, Aileen Johanna M. Catoto 
Cables, Rommel P. 

Cabrera, Jocelyn V. 

Cacho, Maricar E. 

Cajucom, Narelia E. Cruz 

Calalec, Ma. Citas M. 

Calayan, Rosario G. Cabrera. 

Callao, Elaine A. 

Camacho, Aubrey Claire L Lucero 
Camitan, Daisy S. Lim. 

Canlas, Ernesto B. 

Carbajal, George A. 

Carino, Grace L. 

Castro, Vita Marie A. Purisima. 
Catral, Nancielyn Catherine J. Rualo 
Cayetano, Christine L. Ty 

Cayone, Rorrie V. 

Chan, Cherry M. Aquino 

Cheng, Mary W. 


. Chu, Elmira H. Magdaluyo 


Chua, Catherine J. 

Chua, Shelia E. 

Cinco, Carlota B. 

Collado, Amelia M. Rejano 
Coming, Ruby Flora T. Cembrano 
Conducta, Rosita De Juan 
Contreras, Maribel F. Abalos 
Corone |, Resel M. Aguila 
Cortel, Fatima C. 

Costales, Shalee S. 

Cruz, Caroline P. Tabernero 

Cruz, Isagani C. 

Cruz, Lydia F. Gumogda 

Cruz, Ma. Elizabeth P. Paz 

Cruz, Olvia L. 

Cuasito, Danilo M. 

Dat, Rio Blanca P. 

Dalisay, Ma. Jocelyn R. 

De Gala, Rowena S. Tagle 

De Jesus, Victoria T. Hernandez 
De Leon, Ma. Necita R. Samson 
De Leon, Marydith J. Catarroja 
De Lumen, Rachel Zayda S... 

De Vera, Rosiyn 2. 

De Vila, Liibeth D. 

Deganos, Daisy L. 

Dela Cruz, Ma. Lourdes A. Lipardo 
Dela Cruz, Ma. Sivana S. Laurel 
Dela Cruz, Victorina Paz G. 

Dela Cruz, Vigidis M. 

Dela Cruz, Winky Vivo 

Dela Paz, Nolta C. 

Dela Rosa, Anna Liza C. 

Delma, Lady Mary Fatima A. Jose 
Delos Angeles, Ma. Antonia P. 
Delos Reyes, Benalyn Hernandez L. 
Delos Reyes, Lily Ann V. Dominguez 
Deria, Almond E. 

Desacada, Charito R. 

Diasanta, Rowena E. 

Diccion, Mary Jones Adela 


Dira, Amelia G. Vilacorta 
Dumrique, Ma. Elma Pattugalan 


Fajardo, Jesus 

Fajardo, Maria Consuelo d. Solomon 
Fermo, Nelia S. Vilangca 
Fernandez, Amalia D. 

Flart, Magdalena Cubila. 


Gaspi, Ma. Theresa C. Magsalin 
Gatmaitan, Adelene A. Garcia 
Gatmaytan, Rosario M. 
Geronimo, Maria Arlene M. 
Gimenez, Georgia Sofia G. 
Go, Alicia M.Rubiano 
Go, Ana Carmela G. Felizardo 
Gonong, Annabelle A. Guevarra 
Gonzales, Obdulia U. Mule 
Gonzales, Roel M. 
Granda, Annaliza $. Estanislao 
Griho Jc, Oscar Salvador D. 
Guaivez, Jean Acido 
Guevarra, Jocelyn T. Ko 
Guiking, Ma. Sheila Y. Cano 
Herbosa, Ma. Fimarosa Juat 
ares, Jamet, 
inacay, Mien Tiomico 
Instrela, Emile Lubiano 
Jacob, Matide R. 
Javelana, Maria Venia Concepcion 
Jao, Nelizza Beatriz T. Viray 
Jonina, Maria Ruby S. Ignacio 
Jovero, Chona G. 
"Jiano, Maria Isabelita A. Joya 
Kho, Anna Margarita Sanchesz 
Lacaba, Onessa L. Daquigan 
Lacorte, Aice L. Lubis 
Lada, Rebecca |, Dela Rama 
Lantin, Ma. Victoria A. De Ocampo 
Lao, Libeth A. Chua 
Lapus, Daniel S. 
Laurel, Maria Lourdes 
Leal, Geejay D. Agustin. 
Lim, Joy Fe T. Almagro 
Limon, Celerina A. 
Llabres, Margaret June De Guzman 
(Dado, Ma. Concepcion C. 
Lo, Rosemary B. 

* Lope, Ma. Eugenia Garcia 
Lopez, Georgina P. Lim 
Lopez, Lourdes E. Senica 
Lugue, Adelina D. 
Luna, Norma C. Cruz 
Lunar, Agnes L. 
Macalino, Antonette R. Pangiinan 
Macaranas, Marilyn S. Roleda 
Macatangay, Jocelyn E. Nolasco 
Maglasang, Mae Presentacion N. 
Makatangay, Lyna S. 
Making, Teresita Helen V. 
Matan, Marianne Servilon V. 
Mainit, Marietta 
Maripor, Ma. Elenita M. Umali 
Manto, Ma. Patria C. 
Manuel, Threnda Lila B. 
Mappala, Svetlana Jean Marcelo S. 
Martinez, Eilen Catherine D. 
Mauricio, Analiza 
Mendez, Joel C. 
Mendoza, Helen Josefina V. Hocbo 
Mendoza, Ma. Cristina P. 
Mendoza, Ma. Loma M. Pascual 
Mendoza, Ronnie C. 
Mojca, Cristina M. 
Mojca, Teresita M. 
Mongcal, Herbia Joy Gonzales C. 
Morales, Jane Romana M. Seim 
Mundin, Nympha San Pascual 
Mungcal, Victorio C. 
Munoz, Beryi Margaret A. 
Navarro, Caroline Y. 
Ngo, Celestina C. 
Octaviano, Gloria Y. Vergara 
Octaviano, Manuel X. 
Olaia, Lourdes C. Tu 
Oliveros, Blanca E. Rodriguez 
Oracion, Angelo L. 
Oracion, Victona M. 


Ordoño, Bernadette 

Orfanel, Johanne 

Osi, Marcela M. 

Pacis, Ma. Julieta V. Pendoza 
Paculan, Lydwina m. Jao 
Pandaca, Ada A. Masorong 
Panga, Raquel Ann N. Golloso 
Panganiban, Clarita N. Canlas 
Panganiban, Rhodora D. 
Panlaqdi, Gibennette A. Tapang 
Pascual, Alyn 

Peña, Anna Kathrina S. 
Perez, Rosario Divina G. Reyes 
Piemonte, Stella Marie S. Lustria 
Pilapil, Maria Victoria D. Santos 
Pineda, Ariel C. 

Pineda, Ma. Agnes M. 

Pineda, Vinson B. 

Pisano, Arlene Gutierrez 
Poles, Maria Victoria M. Valdez 
Protacio, Fe M. 

Putong, Fides G. Lavares 
Quiambao, Merridy P. Santos 
Racels, Criselda M. Agula 
Ramires, Lydi 
Ramos, Agripina C. Diaz 

Ramos, Jesusa P. Payawal 

Ramos, Maria Melanie F. 

Raz, Lynette M. 

Razon, Teresita Epifania R. 

Reyes, Allen B. 

Reyes, Aleen 5. 

Rivera, Amor Josefina A. 

Robledo, Elsie J. 

Rodelas, Ana Marie A. Evangelista 
Rodriguez, Ma. Clara. e: 
Rodriguez, Ma. Irwina B. 
Romualdez, Ana Liza L. Litera 
Roque, Mario Solomon P. 

Ruiz, Dino Carios Borromeo M. 
Ruiz, Ethel L. 

Rustia, Marisa Jessica S. 
Saavedra, Angelina L. 

Saavedra, Maria Lorraine B. Hernando 
Sabater, Rodolfo | 

Sacdalan, Leonia D. 

Salcedo, Ma. Victoria D. Trinidad 
San Juan, Baby Joan Leongson 
San Luis, Edna L. Hermogenes 
Sanches, Maria Rebecca S. Gavino 
Sanciangco, Janet Socorro G. 
Santiago, Marissa B. Siva 
Santiano, Ma. Lourdes O. Santos 
Santos Ma. Luisa G. 

Santos, Ariel S. 

Santos, Ethel Dreda D. 

Santos, Jocelyn C. Oreta 
Santos, Ma. Victoria Vistan 
Santos, Marilyn S. Dela Cruz 
Santos, Mary Liza De Guzman 
Sovela, Luyizminda S.Castro 

Seen, Concepcion V. 

Serrano, Frydai L. 

Sevila, Maria Concepcion D. Joson 
Sigua, Mariyn S. Salunga 

Sonano, Roeliza O. Quambao 
Talampas, Pomona M. 

Tamayo, Mercedes A. Sequera 
Ten, Aleen L. 

Tan, Cherry Soledad J. Dilao 

Tan, Janet Del Mundo 

Tan, Lourdez Beatriz R. 

Tan, Maria Blessida Borja R. 

Tan, Thelma B, Chua 

Tan, Yolanda C. Costumbrado 
Taruc, Patrick Raymund L. 

Tiomico, Joseph C. 

Toledo, Ma. Lourdes R. Tison 
Tuazoñ, Glady M. Lim 

Tariano, Victor P. 

Ty, Manuel C. 

Urbano, Dale A. Sarmiento 
Vallarta, Mari Teresa 0. Qui 
Valones, Baby Helen 

Valones, Myrna B. Aglina 

Velasco, Marisol E. 

Vilalız, Ma. Corazon R. 

Vilanueva, Katherine U. 

Vilanueva, Tita Lina C. Onate 
Villareal, Andrea T. 

Vilasor, Rona Grace 

Vilena, Mana Bala T. Salud 
Virtusio, Olga B. Zerrudo 

Visda, Monina A. 

Wage, Norman V. 

Miwayco, Luis V. 

Wiwayco, Marissa A. Roda 

Yap, Cherry D. Padila 

Yvera, Yuri 
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YES, they all know. 


Wind Tal 


mains a social fux pas. Which is really quite sur- 
prising, given that this isa totally normal bodily 
process. Everybody farts—your girlfriend, her 
parents, your work colleagues at work and, yes, 
“ven your parish priest. The significant variables 
in your situation appear to be quantity and con- 
trollbility 

Flatulence is the state of having excessive 
stomach or intestinal gas, resulting in a bloated 
feeling, as well as increased belching and passing 
of gas from the rectum. Most people produce 
from one to three pints and pass gas as often as 
14 times a day. | know some my readers are 
shaking their heads in protest, but this is a medi- 
cal fart... I mean fact. Some people even do so 
up to 25 times a day! Thats enough cheese cut- 
ting to rival Kraft. Remember: itis possible to ex- 
pel flatus (technical term for butt burp) without 
being aware of it. A dozen times a day? Buddy, 
you're not even in the Big League yet. Write me 
back when the flowers start dying up. 


Paths, possibilities 

Excess gas in the digestive tract (which con- 
sists of your esophagus, stomach, small and large 
intestines) is the result of two processes: in- 
creased intake of gas, for example, from air you. 
swallow; or increased production of gas as cer- 
tain undigested foods are broken down by harm- 
less bacteria normally found in your colon. 

‘Aerophagia, or swallowed air, is the re- 
sult of a variety of habits. If you swallow 
food improperly, gulp beer too fast, chew 
gum, overdose on tobacco products or car- 
bonated drinks, inhale helium from party 
balloons, or hyperventilate during sex, you 
tend to ingest more air than your body 
needs. Some of this captured gas is released 
through the amnesty of belching (which, 

nically, also causes flatulence), but the 
rest is left to find a way out through Guan- 
tanamo Butt. So Lesson No. 1 is, ingest ev- 
erything at a re- 


A 

İRİ put trivial event, worthy of tittle else but 

comic relief. Gas does not make the man, 

clothes do. While excessive flatulence is 
cause for some embarrassment, it comes 
nowhere near the realm of spousal abuse or 
financial fraud. And it can be solved. Take 
your time breathing. Watch what you eat 
Force out as much as you can before leaving 


"Ər... 


old tough luck, but the first two are the most 
‘common reasons people suffer for their fart. If 
you start passing gas excessively (we're talking 
more than 25 times a day), have accompanying 
pains, nausea, fevers, vomiting, bleeding, or 
flaming ghosts shoot out of your ass demanding 
vengeance from the Spanish colonialiss,then | 
you should see a physician. Ora priest. 

Tm not sure I can help you, though, on the 
matter of controlling the timing. Logically, it 
should be easier if you are able to regulate your | 
gas production. In a case of Hfe-imitating far, ' 
think of it as stockpiling nuclear warheads: the | 
ess plutonium you amass, the more effectively 
youcan monitor each weapon of gas destruction, 
and the more accurately you can dispatch a con- 
trolled detonation. Republicans fart a lot. 


Bombs away! i 
And if one does happen to accidentally ex- 
gode, wel, what ean you do? Damage consol 
depends oh the auditory and olfactory sound. 
and fury—aspects, as well as the circumstances 
GE you immedi envionment, Te mou. 
comfortable characteristic of flatulence is total : 
elabi irs indiscriminate of locaton orau- 
dience—during dinner and-lovemaking, at the 
‘movi, Stare ofthe Nation addresses, weddings 


* Senen Araneta 


and funerals—thank God they're not contagious, Rg X ER 4 
r the word would be a les hospiable panet. CSS SEE? 
"The best-case scenario is when no one acmaliy | GED SE 
notices (stealth bomb)—just go on with life and gə 


let the gas escape surreptitiously into an unsus- 
pecting atmosphere. Almost as good is a crowd- 
ed area which makes the source indistinguish- 
able (smart bomb), likea bus. Worst case s when 
its just you and another person you have just 
met, or highly respect, within a confined area 
(suicide atack), maybe a blind date in the caz or 
the Pope in a confessional booth. You can't even 
lie. ; 
‘Otherwise, treat the fart as an unfortunate 


Learn from the Super Chefs! 


3 o * Mia Yan 
5 * Mike Vidad ~ 


See these amazing chefs and taste ` ==} 
their culinary masterpieces from ., -. 
September 4 to November 27, 2004, - 
d c, 4Pm-6pm at Super SM Hypermarket branches 
“In Sucat, Bicutan and Marilao. 


ID: 


the house, Refuse to be ruled by gas, my 
friend, for we are masters of our own diges- 
tive destinies and captains of our shit. We are 
the directors, writers and principal actors of 
this play called Metabolism, Flatulence has 
buta small fart. 


(email author at bohemiansamurai@ya- 
hoocom) 
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axed pace. 

And then theres 
the food you eat. Your. 
‘body does not digest 
or absorb some forms 
of carbohydrates be- i 
cause of a shortage or 
absence of certain en- 
zymes in your small 
intestines. This undi- 
gested food then pass- 
es from the small in- 
testines into the large 
intestines where nor- 
‘mal, harmless bacteria 
"break down the food, 
producing hydrogen, 
carbon dioxide and, in 
about a third of all 
people, methane (the 
stuff ‘that ignite). 
Eventually these gases 
exit through the rec- 
tum, where they de- 
velop potential and 
personality as comic 
fodder 

Once again, carbo- 
hydrates are the bad , 
guys. Seems Dr 
‘Atkins wasn't prose- 
cutor enough to this 
food group; now fat- 
‘lence breaks the si- 
lence and points an 
accusing finger at 
carbs as well Poxa- 
toes, noodles, cab- 
bage, broccoli, as- 
paragus, com, wheat, 
beer, red wines, 
onions, artichokes, 
and fibrous foods are 
all accessory to the 
crime. Even most 
fruits containing Sor- 
bitol (a sugar found in 
apples, pears and 
prunes) are guilty Did 
İ forget to mention 
beans? Theres a 
catchy ditty immor- 
talizing the musical 
bean like it was VHI's 
Fardit of the Month 
(the local version pro- 
motes kamote con- 
sumption). Lesson 
No. 2: balance your 
diet. 

There's a host of 
other possible causes 
of flatulence such as 
poor dietary fiber, 
parasites, lactase defi- 
ciency, malabsorption 
syndromes, intestinal 
obstruction (ouch), 
inflammatory bowel 
disease (ouch), poor 
thyroid function, nar- 
‘otic abuse, and plain 
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TV? Whatever happened 
to sitcoms, game shows? 
And when did Ozzy 
become an actor? Please 
make this stop, stop, stop” 
-Bowling for Soup, 
“19857 


J > 
“When did reality become TV? Whatever 
happened to sitcoms, game shows? And when 


did Ozzy become an actor? Please make this 
stop, stop, stop." -Bowling for Soup, “1985” 


ROM being a means for computers to 
F share scientific and military info in the 

"60s to a one-stop shop for vintage 
Rochas and unsolicited advice in the ‘00s, the 
Internet has defintely taken the global econ- 
omy toward various peaks and pitfalls. It has, 
in fact, become a modern-day French Revolu- 
tion, one that has made life more democratic 
for some but even more nerve-racking for oth- 
ers. Like all forms of digital technology that 
came before it, the Internet has changed the 
marketplace forever by rapidly inereasing the 
power and magnitude of ordinary schmoes to 


Age against 
e machine 


Gino dela Paz ,. 


create products and services--crappy or oth- 
erwise—and sell them online. Zezzzz. Okay, 
for all of you with ADHD, this is the Cliff's 
Notes version: the Internet has produced a 
more accessible and commercial way of life 
for the masses, Or, following the historical 
slant of this argument, Marie Antoinette 
faints atlong last, 

In the realm of popular entertainment, re- 
ality television was a likely offshoot--a bas- 
tard byproduct, if you will--of the so-called 
Internet revolution. In an interview with 
CNN's Garrick Utley in 2000, Columbia Uni- 
versity business professor Bernd Sehmitt said, 
“What is happening is that a human desire 
that has always been there is now put to the 
marketplace and is becoming commercial- 
ized. Customers are enjoying being part of 
that commercial experience on a global ba- 
sis.” Translation: From Greenland to Ghana, 
everyone is getting hip to TV whoredom! 

Viewers used to simply want to be part of 
the lives ofa few people in a house, on TY, and 
online, To illustrate this, TV land had only 
four reality shows in the summer of 2000. 
Now, it seems, the general public doesn't 
mind selling its soul; the number of reality se- 
ties has ballooned to more than 40 in the 
United States alone. With shows ranging from 
"Amish in the City” to “The Benefactor” the 
quest for fame and a small fortune has turned. 
a majority of the world's mild-mannered citi 
zens into money-hungry manimals in as little 
as four years. If reality television is the Zeit- 
geist for contemporary community living, has 
the price of fame reached an all-time low? 
Given that, is anonymity now more desirable 
than celebrity? 


Lack of connoisseurship 

‘The Internet has the ability to empower 
any random individual and it has bequeathed 
that same can-do spirit to its evil spawn, reali- 
ty television. In the few times that I will care 
to quote her, Anna Wintour observes, “Reality 
television has made it possible for practically 
anyone to capture mass attention overnight.” 

"The first drawback to this new kind of peo- 
ple power is the triumph of form over sub- 
stance. Here's a preview: “Hey you, Yes, you! 
Look at me. Tn so hot, T can look like a rock 
star! Ora VJ! Ora model! Oh, did I mention 
Til eat donkey poo, catch gonorrhea or sell my 
left kidney—anything— just to be a celebri- 
1y?!" Yup. That's exactly what we're looking at 
right now—a whole generation of great-look- 
ing, fast-talking, media-savvy kids who look 
like they could be rock stars, VJs or models, 
but are sadly none of the above, Talk about 
posing. 

"What's so wrong with mochi snacks pass- 
ing themselves off as diamond necklaces? 
rs about presentation and everyone want- 
ing to be models,” gripes lalian-Canadian 
director Floria Sigismondi, the woman re- 
sponsible for Sigur Ros? and Marilyn Man- 
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1:0 PITS Comic kelief mma smua ocon 


BY BILLAMEND A.LIPIN 


FOXTROT 


BY JESS ABRERA 


pu 160r Two 
IN THE PRESEASON || WORDS FoR You: 

MEANS NOTHNG. || MARSHALL FAULK. 
I REPEAT, NOTHING, || 1 GoT ANOTHER 


\ TWO: ISAAC BRUCE, 


PUGAD BABOY 


“SÜMİŞİNGİL NA ANG 

DEPT, OF JUSTICE NS 

FILING FEE PIG MAY 
ISUBAN KA 


HiNDi pa 
P 
ANA 


BABY BLUES BYJERRYSCOTT MUTTS 


nuz a CT Ts PON] Maa 
as! Bə li ase rod ves or 
MP dnd THAT. „) IDENTIFICATION 


mooch?) TAG,EARL. 


HOROSCOPE.” 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: You have an appreciation for the relationship of things: color to color, texture to texture, 
word to word and person to person. This makes you an excellent critic, arbitrator and judge. People Ike you be- 
Cause you're witty, charming and attractive. Let go of things this year to make way for new things to enter your 


lite, 
Birihdate of: Mohandas Gandhi, nonviolent reformer; Kelly Ripa, actress; Stino. musician/actor. 
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much to lear about angali kinds of excit- creased reading and 
Yourself rom your cios- ing. romantic rations writing. plus conversa- 
estrelationships and partnerships will be ever so promising his year. tons with neighbors make this an 
now, Take what is offered to you İt Vacations and lun getawaysareal- upbeat, memorable year A big plus 
Won'talways come to you easly. so onthe menu. Get ready to party! for you in the year ahead is that 
your frame of mind wil remain op- 


TAURUS (april 016 CANCER (June21to  tmistic! 
May 20): Never forget July 22): Everything 
that the year ahead of- having to do with real 
fers you the greatest estate, family business, VIRGO (Aug. 2310 
opportunity you've had your domestic life and ): t definitely 
for more than a decade to improve your home and family wili improve Va looks like more money 
jour job. What does this mean? enormously this year. You have is coming your way this 
lake hay while the sun shines! müch to be grateful for. year. And by extension, 
Youre spending more as well 
i is surprised? 
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WHERE'S YOUR HED AT! Hed Kandi's DJ Andy Norman 


EW CAN claim a feat as outstanding as 
the kind that Hed Kandi has accom- 
plished in the past half decade. A hand- 

il might actually be pushing it—in such a 
brief period, DJ and A&R Man Mark Doyle 
carried this lifestyle concept to excellent 
heights by incorporating a record label, a ra- 
dio show, international club nights and a dis- 
tinct graphic style all under the single groovy 
banner “Hed Kandi.” Presently, the brand en- 
joys benchmark-status among musicians, Dis 
‘and clubbers from all over the planet. And itis 
relentless in its continuous pursuit to grow 
even more in providing the audience with 
quality sounds. 

Speaking of Hed Kandi's “international 
club nights,” a gig here in Manila would defi 
nitely fall into that category. As part of the an- 
nual BIG FISH tradition of organizing superi- 
or club music parties, Hed Kandi returns to 
the country with acclaimed DJ Andy Norman. 
This talented man appears regularly for Hed 
Kandi at the likes of Pacha, London, and El Di- 


‘Lemon aide 


Giselle Segovia ELY 
si, oii wes r zı d 
pet eect mia 
One and playing at the Glitter Ball in Miami, 
Make way for this highly-anticipated p-a-r- 
Mid 


Saturday, October 2 

The spotlight is trained on NBC Tent 
tonight as Hed Kandi's DJ Andy Norman dom- 
inates the deck with his mixing skills. Gates 
open at 10, but you should come earlier if you 
still don't have a ticket. As usual, special pri 
leges await Smart subscribers... hmmm... I'm 
thinking it might ultimately be cheaper if 1 


switch telecomms altogether! Hmmm... 


Sunday, October 3 
Hurry up or you might miss the last day for 
the second emerald year offering of Ballet 
Philippines, “BP Goes Global.” The numbers 
include "Aku and Buhay” by acting artistic 
director Alden Lugnasin, which won at the 
9th Concours International de Danse de Paris, 
France, in 2000; “Chichester Psalms" by Alice. 
Reyes; Rotislav Zakharovs “Gopak:” Redha's 
“Les Petit Mots d'Amour;" Alvin Tolentino's 
“Field 1,” and Augustus Damian T's “Evacua- 
tion,” this one on its Philippine premiere. 
Show schedules are 10 a.m., 2 pm. and 8 
pam. at the CCP Main Theater Call 832-6011 

or 551-1003 for details 


Monday, October 4 
‘You will notice that the week ahead is all 
abostserving good causes, Today, isan art ex- 
hibit and auction at the Manila Peninsula's 
Rigodon Ballroom for the benefit of Avon's Kiss 
BECAUSE 


75755. 
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OPENING NIGHT: 6pm, Monday, 4 October, 
7 Homezone, Glorietta 4 [by invitaticn}, 


COFFEE BAR: Mall hours, 447 October, Glorietta 4 
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son's best videos ever. She was talking about 
music videos but one could also repurpose 
her hang-up to sum up the current lack of 
connoisseurship among. the youth today. 
See, there used to be a time when people 
who looked like fashionistas were, in truth, 
fashionistas, who were able to back it all up. 
with the required experience, information 
and designer wardrobes. These days, 
though, you'd be hard-pressed to find the re- 
al deal despite the wave of authenticity that 
everyone seems to be riding on. You have 
best-dressed people who wear Mango(!), Vis 
with poor-to-average taste in music and, 
worst of all, attractive teens and twen- 
tysomethings who don't sound anything like 
they look. Its tough. 


What you ‘see’ 
The next side effect of reality TV's 


IT, 


evened-out playing field is that we can no 
longer not judge a book by its cover. In heav- 
en, there would be a world of reasons why 
that statement is wrong. But in our upside- 
down pop culture universe, it makes perfect 
sense. “I read it on the Internet and I saw it 
on TV so it must be true,” you assume. Who 
can blame you? With its assurance of life's 
situations at their "rawest" and “most unre- 
hearsed,” reality TV is encouraging us to 
stop at the surface because backstage has 
now moved to the forefront. In short, the 
whole shebang is now on display, leaving 
close to nothing for the imagination. (Plan- 
et Earth seems to be shouting from the 
rooftops, “This is moi!” or whatever to that 
effect, not knowing that “what you see is 
what you get" can also be code for “best foot 
forward.” Think about it.) Everyone seems 
to be so extroverted these days, to the point 
of being defensive about earnestness and 
honesty. Still, if you think about it, how “re- 
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al” can one get with cameras everywhere 
and/or the promise of celebrity hanging in 
the balance? 


The cheapening of fame 

last and most significant, by putting 
mediocre individuals on the prime time 
pedestal, reality TV has tarnished and per- 
verted the entire concept of fame. “In an age 
bf reality TV and Internet slfexposure, mass 
celebrity has become downright uncool. 
Niche renown is chic; notoriety is not,” 
Vogue's Sally Singer writes about the differ- 
ences between the new crop of catwalk idols 
and the Old Testament supermodels. 1 
couldn't agree more. 

Call me a sarcastic, anti-populist prick, but 
believe in appropriate levels of conspicuous- 
ness, even for these "celebrities." Vapid cele- 
bu-nots embroiling themselves in sex tape 
scandals, cheesy television personalities an- 
nouncing the infected state of their vaginas, 
and the like are guilty pleasures that must 
never become facts of everyday life. Para- 
phrasing myself from a previous article, that 
is just so B-list. I repeat, B-list. 


Dot uncommon 

As a card-carrying member of the Baby 
Boomlet, 1 find it hard to imagine life before. 
the Internet, When I manage todo so all I see 
are stills from a really bad karaoke video: sun- 
bathing grannies with baby backpacks, high- 
waisted models wearing lots and lots of 
shoulder pads and David Hasselhoff looking 
aggressively vulgar in a pair of red Speedos. 
Ah, the primitive past. Thank God for ch-ch- 
changes, as David Bowie stuttered. 

Nonetheless there is a part of me that han- 
kers for the good old days when technology 
meant a Speak-N-Spell. After all; the notion of 
celebrity and fame then was less complicated 
compared to how it is now; fact and fiction 
were completely polarized and much easier to. 
distinguish. Besides that, the only thing that 
came close to reality programming back in 
the day was the evening news and that was 
meant to inform a viewer, not add to his frus- 
tration. 

By using the you-zig--zag mentality of the 
intellectually trendy, I think it would be logi- 
cal that the opposite of reality TV and all its 
trappings will become the next big thing. 
Learning from our more-mild-than-wild, In: 
temet-free past, this is what have to offer: If 
you don't want to be part of the dot common, 
herd, hang on to your privacy. Contrary tothe 
dictates of the times, anonymity is indeed the 
new popularity 


Because 


Goodbye to Breast Cancer (KGBC) Campaign. 
“Uncovering Life” will feature works of top 
women artists Ivi Avellana-Cosio, Impy Pilapil, 
Susan Fetalvero-Roces and many others. 


Tuesday, October 5 

Hello? V-Bar tonight yet again! On its way 
to becoming the most popular weeknight club 
party V-Baron Tuesdays is a never fail, never- 
pale affair! Hip-hop musie for men and wom- 
En who want to shake their boty (and boy do 
they do just tha!) come and see. Ten-ishisa 
liie eariy, but if you want to get a table, i 
won't hurt. Try not to call in sick the next day, 
though. 


Wednesday, October 6 

Few people probably noticed him as the 
best bud: hallucination of Russell Crowe in "A 
Beautiful Mind, but Paul Bettany surely 
caught the attention of Jennifer Connelly 
(they are together now, sorry Russell). And, 
with he opening of the romantic ick “Wim 
bledon,” he is obviously taking notice steadi- 
1y—that of Kirsten Dunst, who plays his lead- 
ing lady, and the producers. Looks like an en- 
tertaining-enough endeavor if you want to 
watch alight one. İn theaters starting today 


Thursday, October T 

1f only to appreciate the political, judicial, 
artic and industrial craftsmen who have 
helped mold our country in one way or anoth- 
ex check out the Newsmakers’ Auction 
Donors include former presidents Corazon 
Aquino and Fidel Ramos; artist Anita 
Magsaysay- Ho; Don Jaime Zobel de Ayala: 
Education Secretary Florencio Abad, and 
Chief Justice Hilario Davide. Proceeds will go 
to the Independent Journalism Fund, which 
Supports the ‘publication Newsbreak. For 
more inquiries, please call 687-5528 or 687- 
5524. 


Friday, October 8 
The very intriguing advertisement of 
“Leanna,” a play about language, power and 
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Sony Ericsson. 


Tarawoods Training Center, Barangay Notalos, 
Tanauan, Batangas 


-ompelling. Bart Guingona directs and 

in it opposite the lovely Lara Fabregas, 

whose face is emblazoned on the poster. 

Opening tonight, 8 p.m., at Stageworx, Sth 

level, Edsa Shangri-La Mall. Call Tickerworld, 
891-9999. 


The Word for the Bored: 
can anyone not like Brimey 


Lindsay Lohan 
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PURMATOLOGISY AVAILABLE FOR CONBUATATION BY APPOINTMENT 


CSI: Crime Scene Infatuation 
SENDER: Joey Montalvo, Makati 


By Gino de la Paz and Tals Diaz 


ONGRATULATIONS, pare! 
Aside from winning some ` 
Super! surprises, Joey, you 

now have the chance—no, the 

privilege—nay, the HONOR—of 
reporting to the Super! office at un- 
goldly hours to help us caption all 
the photos in our section. Such 
great wit must not go unrewarded, 
don't you think? Just kidding... ex- 
cept for the bit where you won 
stuff, To claim your prize call the 

Inquirer Marketing Department at 

8978808 and look for Hazel or 

Ching. 


Of course, we just couldn't leave out the 
runners-up, who also kept us in stitches. Good 
work guys! 

Nicolas Gabriel V Abrenilla 

"Is that your batuta in your pocket or are: 
you just happy to see me?" 

Marcus Gonzalez 

"When SHAMPOOS attack” 

Bisqui Vito 

*D'Cop and D'Cup* 

Runny Meadow 

(Sung to the tune of "Bulaklak" by the Viva 
Hot Babes) 

“...Bumuka ang Bulaklak, nag-nakaw ekse- 
na, na-imbiyerna si Parak, ANG SAYA- 
SAYAHI...” 

Korina Ada Tanyu 

“Shake, body body shampoo!” 

Gio Jose Villaespin 

"Two words: POLICE ESCORTS” 


“This Weeks 
Challenge 


AS COLUMNISTS for this newspaper, we like 
tostart our days by reading about the big, bad 
world outside Super! And surprise, surprise! 
Last Thursdays front page had a particular- 
1y--how do we put this?— hair-raising photo. 

‘The cover star was none other than our 
beloved President GMA drumming up sup- 
port for local tourism. Though we respect her 
office, our wicked little minds just couldn't 
help it. Yes, this snapshot is just begging for 
your caption! 

Yeah, sure. We normally like living on the 
edge, pissing off tons of folks and stuff, but this 
week, our contest comes with a caveat. Since 
the woman in the photo is, after all, the PRESI- 
DENT of OUR COUNTRY, any blow too low to 
Tita Glo will make her push a button and be- 
fore you know it, you will burst into flames, 
wondering if it was the heat in Manila or the 
Bicol express you had for lunch that did you in. 
Super! should know. Does anyone remember a 
columnist named Lex? Anyone? Where are 
you, Lex? We miss you! But we digress. Big 
time. (Insert awkward silence here.) 

We are stoked that lots of you take time out 
to write in. So what are you stalling for? Send 
your entries to. super@inquirercom.ph. 
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Cleaning wi laser, 
vacuum & massage 
& FREE 2 Check-ups 


FREE Skin Refiner Lotion & - 
Whitener Cream 
on your 1st VISIT = 
& 
FREE Any gf the following medicines on your 
2nd & succeeding visits" 
Anti-Perspirant, Anti-Wrinkle Cream, 


‘Sunblock Cream, Singit Whitener, 
Pore Reducer, Etc. 


Voted Beat Facial Care Center of The Dhilipinca - 2003 


P 249.25 


™ FREE Check-up, 
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Please, not to the Malacahang inbox. Later! 


ENTERTAIN YOUR SENSES. 
THE NEW K500i. 


Liven up your serious side. Or get naughty after being nice all day. After all, you're someone eise in the KSOO's world of entertainment. 
In an instant, you could be a secret agent on a mission. The next, a groove-spinning DJ. Want to play photographer or direct your 
‘oun home video? Do both in a matter of seconds. Añd when you need to take a break from the action, catch a movie traller or music video 


“lip. The new KSOOL Trriling, whatever your mood. 


+ Dusi Front Design (Camara Fret & Pana Fa dinar” 
= GPRS « Video Camere «ltagrated Camera with Lons Cover 
147, 128x160 Pls GSK TF Colour Serven + 3D Java Gaming 
 MPMPEGA Payer» PayNow* + 40 Polyphonic Fingtonas 
"Emal WAP 20 MMS 
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By Giselle Segovia 


T THE recent first ever MTV 

Style Awards, the honorees 

received a susceptible "bust" 
as the actual trophy symbolizing 
the recognition bestowed upon 
them by of course, MTV and Mani- 
Ja's fashion followers. It was a fit- 
ting badge for thie sparkled list who. 
not only walked down the red car- 
pet but continued on (after their 
names were called) to grace the 
stage. The “disco-luxe” themed 
event threw brownie points and 
then some to the purveyors of 
standout style in fashion, music, 
movies, television, business, 
sports, and politics via an extrava- 
gant show directed by, what do you 
know, another fashion minion Rob- 
by Carmona of Saga Events. 

The glittering affair, presented by LG Au- 
dio, overflowed with a vibrant mix of the 
most stylish people (hmm, thanks MTV!). 
Presenters included Sen. Mar Roxas, Albert 
Martinez, Iza Calzado, Bamboo, Vince Hizon, 
First Quadrant CEO Doyee Tactacan- 
‘Tumpalan, Pinky Webb, Marc Nelson, Denise 
Laurel and Mariel Rodriguez of MTV's Rouge, 
Rissa Samson, Raya Mananquil, Tim Yap, 
Maverick & Ariel. 

Eddie Gil was all over the place but Pepsi 
endorser Jericho Rosales kept him still at the 
podium. Other presenters were Lalaine of The 
Lizzie Maguire Show, Jenni Epperson, Gene- 
va Cruz, Louie Ysmael, Rajo Laurel, sa Zsa 
Padilla, Angel Jacob, Celine Lopez, Jon Hall, 
Karl Roy, Kitchie Nadal, Kiko Escora, Chechel 
Joson, Michael Salientes, Eli Buendia, Juan 
Sarte I, Joanne Quintas-Primero, Angel 
Aquino, G Tongi, PBA Gameboys Rob Duat, 
Jimmy Alapag, Don Allado, Asi Taulava and 
Tessa Prieto Valdes. 

Awards were given out in eight peoples 
choice and 12 jury categories. The MTV Style 
‘Couneil—an exclusive committee of top fashion 
editors, journalists, sls, designers, photog- 
raphers, and models assisted by MTV —vored 
on the jury awards. Special awards were given 
by LG Audio and Listerine Pocketaks 

One of the highlights of the proceedings 
was the special Fearless Fashion award given 
to standout trendsetters Tessa Prieto-Valdes 
and our own superman, Tim Yap. 

"The night wouldn't have been branded by 

rit outstanding musical numbers. 

Sago Project and Bamboo per- 

ir hit songs, "Astro" and “Mr. Clay,” 

respectively. The Makiling Ensemble played a 

lively instrumental number to provide an 

ethnic backdrop to Rajo Laurel's collec. 

tion. Orange and Lemons performed 

their take on the Duran Duran song 

“Girls on Film" for Patrice Ramos-Di- 
az'scollection. 

Tor Jojie Lloren's collection, Art- 

strong, together wich The Makiling 

Ensemble and opera singer Thea 

Ferez, did “Prince Igor” For Igma- 

do Loyolas collection, Goth 

group, The Late Isabel performed 

a. haunting version of Abbas 

“Dancing Queen.” Sandwich did 

the classic “Sweet Child of 

Mine” and their rocking single 

"Two Trick Pony” during” the 

Revolutionary Designer of the 

Year nominees’ showcase. The 

Randy Ori calecion was pre- 

sented together with a perfor 


mance of “As,” by Jay R and Noisy Neighbors. 


The night ended with a stellar performance of 4 


“Like a Prayer" by newcomer Rebekah, togeth- 
er with the Montserrat Singer 

Catch the discoluxe glitz, glamor and 
‘some fashion faux pas, (plus a few entertain- 
ing blunders) when the television coverage 
airs on MTV Philippines, Saturday, Oct. 16 at 
3 p.m. Watch more of it on the MTV Style 
‘Awards Red Carpet Special on Monday, Oct. 
11,7 p.m., with replays on Wednesday, Oct. 
13, 8:30 p.m., and Sunday, Oct. 17, 9:30 p. 

Now that we know people are actually 
ing attention to what we wearthat definitely 
tells usto doso too. 
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SUPERMARKET 
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jpote Road, Alabang, Muntinlupa 


Buondia cor. South Superhighway 
tore Hours: 2 
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` .. AAO” KGG 
Ponkan P84.00. "X'mas Rose Grapes P 99.00. "Guyabano P15.75. 


Campbell's Don Pedro 
"00. «Native Mustard P32.50," Camote P15.75. Rambutan P31.50, |” 71922 
ar 3 . Hinog Mandarin p 50... “Calamansi - 50, 


iə es 
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